Goldendale Energy Storage Project

Draft Environmental Impact Statement
SS2525Y Public Hearing - June 2022
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* Presentation (20 min)
* Hearing (verbal public comments)
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Energy Use and Production

Upper Reservoir USGS
300 - 1,600 MW
of energy

l I When demand increases, water flows down the ]

Water is pumped from lower reservoir
to upper reservoir for storage, using
300 to 1,600 MW of electricity

Vertical shaft L W vertical shaft and through the powerhouse to
generate up to 1,200 MW of energy

Powerhouse Lower Reservoir G e n e rates
1,200 MW
of energy
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Water Use

Initial fill - 7,640 acre-feet Annual fill - 360 acre-feet
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Project Components

Federal State Local
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Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) e 0100

Early in the process

|dentifies adverse
Impacts

-

Does NOT approve
or deny a project

L Includes mitigation

Science-based




State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Process

We are here
Jan - Feb, 2021

EIS Scope Draft EIS Final EIS

The final EIS is an
impartial document

Lead agency Lead agency uses Lead agency collects Lead agency used by agencies to
Applicant submits determines project input from the public, and analyzes considers input consider impacts,
proposal to lead # will have likely # agencies, Tribes, # information about # from the public, alternatives, and
agency. significant adverse and organizations to potential impacts agencies, Tribes and mitigation before
impacts and decide what should and develops a draft organizations to making future
requires an EIS. be studied in the EIS. EIS. develop a final EIS. permit decisions.
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The Draft EIS describes
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Current conditions
How the analysis was done

Adverse impacts to the
environment

What would happen without
the proposal

What can be done to reduce
Impacts (mitigation)

If there are any unavoidable
significant adverse impacts



What did we study?

 Water (wetlands, water resources)

* Air quality and greenhouse gases

* Plants and animals and their habitats
« Soils and geology

* Energy resources

Land Use

Public services and utilities

Cultural and Tribal resources

Environmental health and safety
(includes noise and vibration)

Environmental justice
Recreation and visual quality
Transportation



Overview of Draft EIS
Findings
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Greenhouse Gas
Emissions and
Air Quality

Impacts
Overview

Construction (5 years)*
* Annual emissions = 17,584 metric tons CO,e
 Total emissions = 87,919 metric tons CO,e

Operation (45 years)
* Annual emissions = 1,614 metric tons CO,e
* Total emissions = 72,630 metric tons CO,e

*GHG emissions related to off-site production of cement are not
included. Those emissions are 59,642 tons of COe.

No significant adverse impacts
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No significant adverse impacts

* Best management practices during
construction to reduce dust

* Use of fuel-efficient equipment

Greenhouse Gas  Additional measures may be required for
Emissions and state air quality permits.

Air Quality

Mitigation
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* Permanent and temporary impacts to a
small area of wetlands, streams and
buffers

 Water from Columbia River through
existing water right

* Some alteration to groundwater flow

 Minimal impacts to surface water

Water Resources

Impacts No significant adverse impacts

Overview
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Water Resources

Mitigation
Overview

No significant impacts. Mitigation will be
required as part of project permits.

 Restoration of disturbed wetlands and
streams

 Compensatory mitigation for wetland,
stream and stream buffer impacts

* Water quality monitoring and response
plan for construction and operations
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* Permanent and temporary impacts to a
small area of habitat

e W P Y * Infrequent disturbance of amphibians and
NOAA Fisheries L e turtles during construction

 Some impacts to habitat and fish in Swale
Creek watershed

Aquatic Species * No impacts to species in Columbia River
and Habitat
No significant adverse impacts
Impacts and « Wetland and stream mitigation measures will
Mitigation reduce impacts to habitat

e Erosion control to reduce sediment In
streams



e Permanent loss of 193 acres of habitat

 Temporary loss of 54 acres of habitat during
construction

* Plants, mammals, birds and reptiles could
experience disturbance or mortality

Terrestrial « Impacts on special status species, including
Species and golden eagle, bald eagle, little brown bat and
Habitat smooth desert parsley

Impaqts Significant adverse impacts would occur
Overview without mitigation measures in place
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Significant impacts unless mitigation
measures are in place

* Restoration of habitat and weed management

* Limits on construction activities during breeding
and nesting periods

Terrestrial * Surveys and monitoring program

Species and  Deterrents in and around reservoir areas

Habitat  Wildlife and vegetation management plans
‘e . * Purchase of off-site property to mitigate for

M |t|ga-t|on habitat impacts

Overview
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Cultural and
Tribal Resources

Impacts and
Mitigation
Overview

e Disturbance and destruction of Traditional
Cultural Places and archaeological sites

e Permanent destruction of tribal food and
medicine gathering areas

* Visual, access, and other changes that would
interrupt cultural practices and expression of
spirituality

 Reduced presence of wildlife and reduction of
habitat for culturally important species

Significant adverse and unavoidable impacts.
To date, no mitigation has been identified.
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Estimated Timeline for SEPA EIS Process

6/6 6/23 6/28 6/30 8/9 JuIy-Nov Dec
Released Online Online  Comment Finalize Final EIS

DEIS public person public period EIS and

Comment hearing public hearing ends respond to
period hearing comments
began
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Where to Review the Draft EIS

Project website
ecology.wa.gov/Goldendale-Energy

Ecology Central Region Office
1250 W. Alder St., Union Gap, WA 98903
Call for an appointment @ 509-575-2490

Goldendale Community Library
131 W Burgen St, Goldendale, WA 98620




How to logy.wa.gov/Goldendale-Energy-EIS t
. €COIogYy.wWa.gov olaendale-cnergy- -comments
Submit , ‘

Comments

Central Region Office
Comments are 1250 W. Alder St.

due August 9 Union Gap, WA 98903

All comments are
weighted equally * June 23 - online
regardless of how *June 28 - in person
they are submitted *June 30 - online
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