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Proposed Goldendale Energy Storage Project 
State Environmental Policy Act Environmental Impact Statement Scoping 

Presentation script from Jan. 27 and Feb. 3, 2021 public meetings 

Slide 1: Welcome 
Hi, Everybody. Welcome to the public meeting for the Goldendale Energy Storage Project. I really 
appreciate you joining us. I’m Sage Park, the Regional Director for Ecology’s Central Office and the SEPA 
responsible official for the project. My job is to ensure that the SEPA process is followed. 

Slide 2: Proposed project location 
Free Flow Power Project 101, LLC is proposing to build a renewable energy hydropower project that is 
approximately eight miles south of Goldendale in Klickitat County. The power produced would feed into 
the electrical grid at John Day Dam. The project would include a new transmission line that will use 
existing right of way and connect to the existing John Day substation in Oregon. 

Slide 3: Project schematic 
The plan includes construction of two reservoirs, (61 acre upper and 63 acre lower), an underground 
tunnel, powerhouse, and transmission lines. 

Slide 4: Project graphic 
This aerial view shows the proposed reservoirs, nearby wind turbines, and former Columbia Gorge 
Aluminum Smelter property adjacent to the Columbia River. 

Water would be pumped from a lower reservoir near the river to an upper reservoir about 2,400 feet 
above. The water for the project would be purchased from Klickitat Public Utility District 

Slide 5: Project description 
Here is a basic overview of the proposed project. 

• Water in the upper reservoir would be held, or “stored,” and released to the lower reservoir via 
an underground pipeline, generating electricity as it passes through three hydroelectric 
turbines. 

• The project would act like a giant battery and would have a maximum capacity of 1200 MW for 
12 hours. 

• The intent would be to provide energy at times when other renewable energy sources like solar 
or wind are not available. For example, when energy demands are at their peak in the evenings, 
the sun is going down, and the wind dies down, power generation would shift to this project to 
fill the energy gap when these sources are less available. 
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It is a closed loop system which means that after an initial fill of water into the reservoirs from the 
Columbia River it would require maintenance filling from evaporative losses. 

Slide 6: Project components 
Here are the main project components. 

• A Federal Energy Regulatory Commission license is required that includes a federal 
environmental review process. This environmental review is underway – the scoping process for 
FERC ended in December. 

• Because there are several permits required by the state of Washington, we are conducting a 
separate environmental review. 

• This project proposes to site the lower reservoir on a portion of the former Columbia Gorge 
Aluminum Smelter facility, where cleanup would take place. 

We will talk in more detail about Ecology’s role in next few slides. 

Slide 7: Environmental review 
After reviewing project information, we determined that there would likely be adverse significant 
impacts to the environment. This is called a determination of significance and requires a higher level of 
environmental review, called an environmental impact statement, or EIS. 

The purpose of the EIS is to fully identify and analyze project impacts, alternatives, and possible 
mitigation to reduce impacts. The EIS is an Ecology document that would be used by our staff, other 
agencies, and local government to ensure that environmental impacts are minimized. 

Slide 8: Purpose of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
The EIS is NOT an approval or a denial of the project. 

It is a scientific review that is used to identify significant adverse impacts. It’s done early in the project 
development process – as early as possible – so changes to the project may be made (if necessary) to 
reduce impacts. 

Mitigation is considered and often included in the EIS, outlining steps that will be taken to reduce 
environmental impacts. 

Slide 9: Scoping 
The first step in the process is scoping, which helps decide what project impacts should be studied. 
We’re asking for your help to determine what we should study for the environmental review. We will 
finalize the scope after considering all comments at the end of the comment period. 

Slide 10: Providing comments 
The comment period for scoping ends on February 12, 2021. All comments will be reviewed by Ecology 
staff and will be used to help us determine the full scope of the environmental review. Each comment 
will be weighted equally regardless of how they are submitted (online or mail or you comment tonight). 

Slide 11: Permitting 
This is a large project that would include federal, state, and local permits. 
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The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) would require a license for the design and 
construction of the two reservoirs. 

Ecology would require a: 

• Water quality 401 certification. 
• Reservoir permit for the right to store water. 
• Construction stormwater permit. 
• An Administrative Order to address impacts to Waters of the State, such as wetlands or streams. 

Slide 12: Former Columbia Gorge Aluminum smelter cleanup site 
The proposed project site overlaps with a portion of the former Columbia Gorge Aluminum Smelter 
cleanup site. 

There is a separate review process for the cleanup with opportunities for public involvement. An 
investigation is currently in process to determine the full extent of contamination on the site. We will be 
looking at the impacts of the proposed project on the cleanup site as part of the EIS. 

Slide 13: Areas of concern 
There are several areas of concern that will be part of the environmental review. We’ve already 
identified a few impacts that will be studied, including (but not limited to): 

• Treaty rights and cultural areas 
• Wildlife and wildlife habitat including birds of prey and other species 
• Proposed cleanup site actions 
• The Columbia River 
• Transportation  
• Public utilities 
• Air quality 

We will review public comments and may add other potential impacts based on what we hear from you. 

Slide 14: Project history 
Here is a brief history of the project so far. 

• We received an application for a 401 water quality Certification in June 2020.  
• We held a public comment period on the application for the 401 certification. This ended in 

November 2020. 
• We received the signed SEPA checklist from the applicant in December 2020. 
• On Jan 14, 2021 we issued a determination of significance and started the scoping process. 

Slide 15: Next steps 
Here are the next steps in the project. 

• We will continue to collect public comments until February 12, 2021. 
• At the end of the comment period, we will review and consider the comments. 
• With this input, we will finalize the scope of the environmental review. 
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• We will then complete the analysis and develop a report which is the environmental impact 
statement. 

• When the draft EIS is completed, we will once again ask for your feedback and hold public 
meetings. 

• We will use your feedback from that public process to finalize the EIS. 

Now I will pass things on so that we can take your comments. 

Slide 16: Thank you and contact information 
Thank you for joining us. If you’d like to comment on the scoping of this proposed project and haven’t 
already done so, please remember to submit your comments online or by mail. You can visit our website 
for more information. 

I appreciate all of your help making sure we have a well thought-out scope for the environmental review 
process. If you have any questions please reach out to me or Meg Bommarito, our project manager. 
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