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Start of session 
Good evening. My name is Katherine Walton and we're here tonight to accept comments on the 
State Environmental Policy Act scoping for the proposed Goldendale Energy Storage Project. 

This meeting is taking place online on January 27, 2021. When I call your name and unmute you, 
state your name and contact information if you want it included for the record. If we do not have 
your contact information, we will not be able to send you information about next steps and final 
decisions on the proposed projects. Once unmuted make sure you speak clearly when commenting 
so that we can get a good recording of your testimony. 

We will begin with Matthew, to be followed by Brian. Ok, Matthew, I'm going to go ahead and 
unmute you. 

Matthew Hepner: 
Hello? 

Katherine Walton: 
Great, we can hear you. Go ahead and start whenever you're ready. 

Comment: Matthew Hepner 
Thank you, Katherine. My name is Matthew Hepner. I am the Executive Director of the Certified 
Electrical Workers of Washington, representing over 10,000 IBEW electrical workers statewide and 
I'm also a journeyman electrician. The Certified Electrical Workers of Washington and the IBEW 
support the Goldendale Energy Storage Project because it is an important element in both 
Washington and the region's clean energy future, while providing quality family wage jobs and rural 
economic development. Goldendale Energy Storage Project supports Washington state's clean 
energy commitment to the Clean Energy Transformation Act, or CETA. With minimal environmental 
impacts, CETA requires that all electric utilities in Washington state reach 100% clean electricity 
supply by 2045. It's impossible for Washington to meet the CETA goals if we can't store renewable 
energy to use when the grid demands it. This project will help meet that need. 

The project also helps electric grid managers balance a rapidly changing electricity portfolio with 
demand. This compared to other clean energy sources like wind and solar that are intermittent in 
nature. Home storage enables grid operators to access reliable electricity 24/7. We only have to look 
down to California's grid emergency and blackouts last year to see the importance of having energy 
storages, energy storage, available to support other clean energy resources when they go offline. 
This project will create more than 3,000 family wage jobs during its four year construction period 
and another 50 to 70 permanent jobs in operation in an area of the state that desperately needs 
them. It also infuses two billion plus dollars into rural Washington, benefiting local economies 
throughout the Gorge and providing Klickitat County with millions in new tax revenue. 



Success of the project is also important to the IBEW because it sends a message to other potential 
investors that carbon free projects will be permitted and built here at home in Washington state. 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to comment. That's all. 

Angie Fritz: 
Katherine, I think you might need to unmute yourself. 

Katherine Walton: 
Oh, there we go. Brian, I went ahead and unmuted you. 

Comment: Brian Skeahan 
Oh, ok, thank you. Actually, primarily I just put in the chat I'm only seeing in the participant’s panel 
myself and the Ecology staffers, obviously Matthew because he just spoke. So, I'm not sure why all 
of the people who are participating aren't showing up because I know that you let them in, I heard 
the pings. 

Katherine Walton: 
Great. Thank you, Brian. That was a great question. And we'll take that down in note. Thank you. 

Brian Skeahan: 
OK. While I am unmuted I would like just to note and thank Sage for one of the clarifications she 
made in her introductory remarks. That being that the water supply for the project is going to be 
provided by Klickitat PUD utilizing our existing water right. So, I noticed in preparation of the 
meetings that some of the Ecology websites were somewhat ambiguous about that. So, I appreciate 
clarifying the fact that the project proponents or developers themselves are not requesting water, 
but will be essentially a customer of the Klickitat PUD’s water system. 

Katherine Walton: 
Thank you, Brian. Is there anyone else who wishes to comment? You can go ahead and raise your 
hand or you can indicate in the chat that you would like to be unmuted. I'll give folks a few seconds 
to do that. 

Great. Ok. If you would like to send Ecology written comments, please remember they are due or 
postmarked by February 12, 2021. 

Angie Fritz: 
Hey, Katherine? 

Katherine Walton: 
Oh yeah, Angie. 

Angie Fritz: 
I see one more hand has popped up. I want to make sure we get all of our commenters. 

Katherine Walton: 
Oh, absolutely. Thank you for your eyes on that. Alright, Eric. So, we've got a comment from Eric. I'm 
gonna go ahead and unmute you right now. 

Comment: Erik Steimle 
Thank you. My name is Erik Steimle and I'm here this evening on behalf of the development team 
representing Rye Development and Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners. Can everyone hear me all 
right? 

Katherine Walton: 



Yes, we can hear you. 

Erik Steimle: 
Excellent. So, I'd first like to start by thanking Ecology and other stakeholders that are on and 
participating this evening. We look forward to continuing to work with all of you as the Washington 
SEPA process proceeds. Copenhagen Infrastructure Partners, or CIP, is an energy infrastructure 
investment company based in Denmark that's focused on the development of new renewable 
energy projects and energy storage. The company has a long record of investing in projects that have 
a beneficial impact on communities, address climate change, and create sustainable well-paying 
jobs. Their corporate ethic principles are guided by the UN's Principles for Responsible Investments 
and the 10 Principles of the UN Global Compact. 

Rye Development, a coordination with CIP, Rye Development is the leading developer of new low 
impact hydropower in the United States. The proposed Goldendale Energy Storage Project is the 
result of nearly two decades of working vision of private landowners and the community of 
Goldendale. Rye and CIP are honored to be in a position to help shepherd this project forward. The 
community of Goldendale is unique. It's not every community that can look decades into the future 
and commit time and resources to ensure redevelopment of commercial land. In this case, 
Brownfield land redeveloped to support a combination of renewable energy, pump storage, and 
commercial development that's reliant on both. 

As part of this effort, there's already been a considerable amount of environmental studies, planning 
and analysis completed over the last two decades to support commercial development on this land. 
This project, the Goldendale Energy Storage Project, helps our region reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and dependence on fossil fuels using mature, cost competitive technology. It's more 
timely than ever, as it's important, it's gonna be an extremely important element in helping 
Washington utilities meet the requirements of the Clean Energy Transformation Act, or CETA. We 
know it will be impossible for our region to meet some of these energy and climate goals if we can't 
store renewable energy when we need to use it. 

Finally, the location of the facility and proximity to the existing high voltage transmission system 
allows the renewable energy stored at the Goldendale facility to be a reliable source of on-demand 
renewable electricity 24 hours a day, seven days a week, in addition to being a new equitable source 
of job creation. We believe the Goldendale Energy Storage Project can be a cornerstone for the state 
and the broader region's clean energy economy and we're excited to work with these stakeholders 
on that opportunity. Thank you. 

Ending session 
Katherine Walton: 
Thank you, Erik. I'm gonna give folks just another couple seconds. Great. If you would like to send 
Ecology written comments, please remember that they are due or postmarked by February 12, 2021. 
We accept written comments using our online form and by mail. You should see information on how 
to do this on the screen. You can also find instructions on how to comment in writing by visiting the 
Department of Ecology's website and searching for the proposed Goldendale Energy Storage Project. 

All oral comments received tonight and during the online February 3rd event, as well as all written 
comments received online or postmarked by February 12, 2021 will be included in the record for this 
proposal. 

After the comment period closes the next step in the process will be to consider the comments and 
incorporate what is appropriate into drafting the environmental impact statement, called an EIS. We 



will send notices about the availability to comment on the EIS to everyone that provided written oral 
comments and other people on the interested party list for the scoping. If you would like to receive 
notices about the EIS, but don't think that we have your contact information, please let us know in 
the chat box or contact us after the hearing and ask to be added. 

Thank you, everyone, for joining us. 
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