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BOEM’s Renewable Energy Authority
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o BOEM is a Bureau within the U.S. 
Department of the Interior (DOI)

o The Energy Policy Act of 2005 gave the 
Secretary of the Interior the authority to 
regulate offshore renewable energy 
development, which was then delegated to 
BOEM

o BOEM has jurisdiction in federal waters 
from 3 to 200 nautical miles offshore (to 
the boundary of the U.S. Exclusive 
Economic Zone), excluding National Marine 
Sanctuaries

Mission: Manage the development of U.S. Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) energy and mineral 
resources in an environmentally and economically responsible way
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BOEM’s Offshore Wind Energy Authorization Process

BOEM coordinates and consults with affected Tribal, State, and local governments and other Federal agencies
Multiple opportunities for public input



Slide 4

Unsolicited Lease Request received: what happens next?
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Considerations for Identifying Potential Areas for Offshore Wind 
Energy Development

o Wind resource
o BOEM authority (e.g., excludes National Marine Sanctuaries)
o Oceanographic factors (e.g., water depths, slope)
o Interconnection locations for electrical grid access
o Nominations of commercial interest received in response to a Call
o Protected species and habitats
o Vessel traffic
o Tribal perspectives
o Commercial and recreational fishing considerations
o Compatibility with Department of Defense activities
o Other ocean uses
o Cultural and archaeological resources
o Port infrastructure
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

NEPA requires Federal agencies to assess the environmental effects of their proposed action 
prior to a decision
First Review

o Issuance of commercial wind energy lease(s), which includes areas within Federal 
waters that might be used for energy production, collection, and transmission

o Site Characterization Activities – biological, geotechnical, geophysical, and 
archaeological surveys

o Site Assessment Activities – deployment of one or more buoys to gather 
oceanographic and meteorological data

Second Review
o Potential impacts of project construction and operations are considered once a 

Construction & Operations Plan is submitted
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Environmental Resources and Socio-Cultural Considerations

Biological
o Marine Mammals and Sea 

Turtles
o Fish and Essential Fish 

Habitat
o Marine Habitats
o Avian and Bat Species
o Threatened and 

Endangered Species

Socio-cultural
o Tribal Perspectives
o Historic Properties
o Commercial and Recreational Fishing
o Environmental Justice
o Tourism and Recreation
o Demographics and Employment
o Military Use
o Navigation/Vessel Traffic

Physical
o Air Quality
o Water Quality
o Geology/ 

Geohazards



BOEM Regulatory Roadmap for Offshore Wind Commercial Leases

Online at:
https://www.boem.gov/renewable-
energy/regulatory-framework-and-
guidelines
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https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/regulatory-framework-and-guidelines
https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/regulatory-framework-and-guidelines
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Floating Offshore Wind Technology

https://youtu.be/58EYcYbRKqk

https://youtu.be/58EYcYbRKqk
https://youtu.be/58EYcYbRKqk
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