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Clean energy PEISs overview




What is a PEIS?
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* A programmatic environmental impact statement (PEIS) is a
type of non-project environmental review

* A planning document that provides information

* Prepared under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)

A PEIS does: A PEIS does NOT:
e Provide a review at a broad level e Approve or deny a project
e Analyze potential impacts e Evaluate a specific project
e Look at ways to avoid impacts e Analyze a specific location
through siting and project design e Take away any state or local agency
e |dentify possible mitigation authorities

e Provide consistent information
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e Completed PEISs:
e Utility-scale solar energy facilities
e Utility-scale onshore wind energy facilities
* Green hydrogen production and storage facilities

* In process PEIS:
e Sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) production pathways,
Including blending and distribution infrastructure
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* As a source of consistent and transparent information about clean
energy types for:

* Project developers, agencies, Tribes, public
* To help developers:

* Understand potential impacts and make siting and design decisions
that can avoid or minimize impacts from the start

* Understand how impacts might be mitigated
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* To help SEPA lead agencies with conducting environmental review of
applicable clean energy projects

 Each proposal still needs a project-specific environmental review

Process from PEIS to Project-level review to permitting

Programmatic . e

e Planning level e Individual project level e Individual project

e General description of e |dentification of specific compliance
potential impacts and potential impacts and e Detailed permit conditions,
mitigation mitigation measures detailed mitigation design

and monitoring




L
Key contents of each clean energy PEIS
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* Geographic scope of study map

e Description of clean energy types
(alternatives)

e Description of the affected
environment

 |[dentification of potential impacts,
including potentially significant
Impacts

e |dentification of measures to avoid,
reduce, and mitigate impacts
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e Each PEIS provides information at three levels of detail:
e Summary
* PEIS main body
* Appendices — technical reports
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Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF)
PEIS
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Legislative directive

* The Legislature directed Ecology to “provide one or more
nonproject environmental impact statements for alternative
jet fuel production pathways, including blending and
distribution infrastructure.”
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General process for developing the SAF PEIS =

Scoping Draft PEIS Final PEIS
(Fall 2025) (Early 2027) (June 30, 2027)
Public comment period Public comment period

& meetings & hearings
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Overview of Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF)
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* Fuel created from renewable
resources

* Drop-in replacement for
conventional jet fuel

* Blended with petroleum fuel for
aircraft use

 Must meet jet fuel standards

* Reduced lifecycle greenhouse gas
emissions

R N e
B

Source: U.S. Dept of Energy
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SAF production and distribution

; D S
i N
Feedstock supply, preprocessing, Pretreatment, conversion, blending,
and logistics and logistics
T db

Supplies and inputs other than feedstock
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SAF production and distribution

* 11 approved processes for producing pure SAF
* Four common pathways include:

Pathway Common feedstocks

Hydroprocessed esters Oilseeds; waste fats, oils, and greases
and fatty acids (HEFA)

Alcohol to jet Corn, sugarcane

Fischer-Tropsch Woody biomass, municipal solid waste
Power to liquid Water, carbon dioxide

HEFA is the only pathway that has been deployed at commercial

scale—others require additional research and development
15
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SAF production and distribution

* Pure SAF must currently be blended with conventional jet fuel
 Between 5 and 50%
* Must meet standards

* SAF can be distributed in same ways as conventional jet fuel:
* Pipelines
* Trucks
* Rail
* Vessels

Source: NGT News 16
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Scoping

e Scoping is the first step in developing a PEIS
* Purpose: seek public comment on what should be studied

e Scoping document provides:
* Overview of the PEIS process

* Background on how SAF can be produced and distributed

* Next:
 Consider comments received
* Release scoping report on what will be studied in the Draft PEIS
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* Tribal rights, interests, and * Environmental health and safety
resources

 Noise and vibration

e Environmental justice
J e Land use

* Earth resources » Aesthetics and visual quality

* Air quality and greenhouse

sases Recreation

« Water resources Historic and cultural resources

* Biological resources (species * Transportation
and habitats) e Public services and utilities

* Energy and natural resources ¢ Cumulative impacts
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Requesting feedback and input on:

* SAF production pathways, including types of feedstocks, to be
evaluated

* Types of blending and distribution infrastructure to be
evaluated

* Assumptions to identify the geographic scope of study used
for the PEIS analysis

* Potential impacts to environmental resources to analyze

* Potential mitigation measures to consider
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e Scoping document
 Presentation slides
e Information on how to comment

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-
energy/programmatic-eis/sustainable-aviation-fuel

21


https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/programmatic-eis/sustainable-aviation-fuel
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/programmatic-eis/sustainable-aviation-fuel

—
. —

Scoping comments
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Scoping comment period: Oct. 6-Nov. 5

* Multiple ways to comment—all are valued equally:
* Online comment form

* Mail to:
Clean Energy Coordination
Department of Ecology
PO Box 47709
Olympia, WA 98504-7709
e Scoping meetings:
e October 21, 2025, starting at 1:00 pm
* October 22, 2025, starting at 9:00 am

Comments due 11:59 pm, Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2025
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https://sea.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=8pM3Hf7QK
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Effective commenting === ECoLocy
* More helpful comments:  Less helpful comments:
* Talk about specific impacts e Statements opposing or
« Reference data or specific supporting with no details
anguage of concern * Opinions without supporting
e [dentify new or unknown information or data
information * Asking for a project to be

« Describe specific actions for approved or denied

agencies to take

A PEIS does NOT approve or deny a project.
Comments are NOT votes. The number of comments does not matter — the
substance of the comment does.
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Next steps

* We will consider comments received
* Release a scoping report with information on what will be

studied in the Draft PEIS

* [f you would like to receive updates, please sign up at:
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new
?topic_id=WAECY 296
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_296
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_296

Contact
Information

Please provide
scoping comments
using the online
form or U.S. mail

Mark Daniel - Clean Energy PEIS Senior
Planner

mark.daniel@ecy.wa.gov
(425) 725-1107

Andrew Hollenbaugh - Clean Energy
PEIS Associate Planner

andrew.hollenbaugh@ecy.wa.gov
(509) 703-1129

Email: cleanenergy@ecy.wa.gov
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Thank you!
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