
Geothermal Energy Collaborative Process 
Q&A Session

May 5, 2026
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How to access Spanish Interpretation/
Cómo acceder a la interpretación en español

2

• Scan the QR code to access live Spanish
interpretation. This will open a separate
window where you can listen to the
interpreter while following along in the
meeting.

• Escanee el código QR para acceder a la
interpretación en vivo en español. Esto
abrirá una ventana nueva donde podrá
escuchar al intérprete mientras sigue la
reunión.

Escanea el código QR para escuchar la 
interpretación en vivo

Scan the QR code for live interpretation

https://rossstrategic.spf.io/z

https://rossstrategic.spf.io/z


Zoom logistics
• This meeting is NOT being recorded
• Closed captioning is available through Zoom
• Send us a “Chat” if you need technical assistance
• Use the “Q&A” to ask questions
• Please stay on mute while others are speaking
• You are welcome to turn on your camera
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Renaming in Zoom

• To rename yourself, right 
click on your current name to 
access the "Rename" option

• Use your first and last name 
and include your affiliation
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Workshop purpose
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Provide an overview of 
the geothermal energy 
collaborative process

Review the draft 
legislative update & 

preliminary 
recommendations

Answer questions on 
the collaborative 

process & legislative 
update

Reminder that the comment period ends on May 15



Introductions
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Department of 
Natural Resources

Lee Florea

Jessica Czajkowski

Ecology
Diane Butorac

Alex Shin

Amelia Fujikawa

Commerce
Bill Drumheller

Cascadia Consulting Group
Alexandra Doty

Ross Strategic
Heather Christopher

Andy Chinn
Rob Willis

Piper Casey



Geothermal 
collaborative process
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Collaborative process
Identify  opportunities  and  risks  
of developing geothermal energy 
resources

• Focuses on geothermal for electricity
production

• Provides information, gather input,
consider impacts, and identify siting
factors

• Multi-year process through June 2027
• Includes two legislative reports with

recommendations on next steps
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State agencies involved
• Department of Ecology (Ecology)
• Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

Washington Geological Survey
• Department of Commerce (Commerce)
• Department of Archaeology and Historic

Preservation (DAHP)
• Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW)
• Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

(EFSEC)
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Focus areas

Mount Baker area

Mount St. Helens area

Wind River valley area
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Note:   there are currently no proposed geothermal energy projects



Engagement workshops

Community workshops and Tribal forums:
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August 2025 
informational 

session

November 2025 
community 

workshops and 
Tribal forum

Spring 2026 
in-person 

and virtual 
workshops

Additional 
workshops: 
Fall 2026 and 
into 2027

Presentations and summaries available on our website



Ongoing engagement

Process Start
August – Jan 2025

Phase 1 – 
Establishing 
a Foundation 

Feb – March 2026

Phase 2 – Exploring 
Recommendations 
and Looking Ahead

April – Nov 2026

Phase 3 – What’s Next 
and Additional Feedback 

Dec 2026 – June 2027

L E G IS LAT I VE  U P DATE  A N D  C O M M UNIT Y  WO R K S H OPS
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April 2026

Draft legislative 
update shared for 

comment

June 2026

Legislative update 
due to the 

governor and 
Legislature

Fall 2026

Community workshops to provide 
updates, share study findings, and 

gather additional input



Draft Legislative Update
• Comment period open through May 15 at 11:59 p.m.
• Visit our website:

• Draft legislative update
• Online comment form to submit feedback
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Studies and data gathering
Ecology

 Potential impacts of development 
 Siting factors
 Regulatory analysis
 Magnitude thresholds for seismicity 

established by other states 

Washington Geological Survey (DNR)

 Publish study data for the focus areas
 Collect new groundwater data
 Update geothermal data layers
 Preliminary induced seismic hazard 

assessments the focus areas
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STUDY RESULTS EXPECTED FALL 2026



Legislative update
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What’s in 
the 
legislative 
update?

• Legislative directive
• Overview of geothermal in WA
• Engagement findings – What we heard
• Potential impacts & siting factors (early look)
• Regulatory overview & gap analysis (early look)
• Preliminary recommendations
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Engagement and key 
themes
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Who we heard from
• High level of interest in geothermal energy

• Community members
• Tribes
• Utilities
• Developers
• Environmental organizations
• Academia
• Local, state, and federal agencies 

• Appendix A – Interested Parties and Tribes Engaged
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Opportunities – What we heard
• Firm, consistent renewable power
• Grid reliability and energy 

resilience
• Address transmission constraints
• Jobs and economic development
• Multi-use applications
• Incentives and funding
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Risks – What we heard 
• Potential resource impacts

• Tribal
• Cultural
• Water
• Wildlife
• Recreation
• Visual

• Emerging technologies
• Induced seismicity
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Research needs – What we heard
• Studies on potential impacts
• Geothermal technologies
• Research data gaps
• Seismic studies and hazard assessments
• Injection fluids and water quality impacts
• Approaches for seismic and water quality risks
• Lessons learned
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Siting and development – What we heard
• Early engagement with communities and Tribes
• Economic analysis and local workforce
• Transmission and access
• Impacts to resources
• Site-specific seismic risks
• High elevation and winter weather
• Exploration costs and available funding
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Impacts, siting factors, and regulations
• We are researching and analyzing potential impacts, siting 

factors, and the regulatory framework
• The draft update includes an early look at these topics
• Study results will be shared in fall 2026 with additional 

opportunities for feedback
• This will inform the final legislative report due June 2027
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Preliminary 
recommendations
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Update the Washington State Energy Strategy
• Consistent with state law, fund analysis and modeling of 

geothermal energy production in support of the next iteration 
of the Washington State Energy Strategy, which is due in 
2028
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Expand agency coordination
• Continue coordinating with federal agencies and identify 

opportunities for increased collaboration
• Identify opportunities for increased collaboration with other 

states



Support funding for exploration and development
• Recommend funding the geothermal exploration grant 

program established by Senate Bill 6039
• Identify federal funding opportunities and strategic 

partnerships
• Review the various federal and state funding mechanisms to 

streamline the opportunities available for geothermal 
development
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Provide guidance and tools
• Develop a regulatory and environmental review guidebook for 

geothermal energy project development in Washington, from 
exploration through operations and project decommissioning

• Develop geothermal energy guidance, policy objectives, and 
model ordinances for local governments to incorporate into 
their comprehensive plans and development regulations
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Improve community and Tribal engagement
• Develop guidance and best practices for developers and 

local governments to engage communities and Tribes on 
geothermal energy resource planning and projects
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Support community and Tribal benefit 
agreements

• Develop guidance on community benefit agreements and 
Tribal benefit agreements
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Promote Tribal geothermal development
• Consider options to support Tribal geothermal energy

projects, including Tribally owned projects and joint
development with Tribes and private or public developers.



Questions on the draft 
legislative update?
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Looking ahead – 
Ongoing engagement 
and next steps 
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Draft Legislative Update
• Comment period open through May 15 at 11:59 p.m.
• Helpful feedback:

• Questions about the collaborative process
• Suggestions for future engagement
• Other opportunities and risks
• Specific edits or clarifications for the preliminary 

recommendations 
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Ongoing engagement

Process Start
August – Jan 2025

Phase 1 – 
Establishing 
a Foundation 

Feb – March 2026

Phase 2 – Exploring 
Recommendations 
and Looking Ahead

April – Oct 2026

Phase 3 – What’s Next 
and Additional Feedback 

Nov 2026 – June 2027

L E G IS LAT I VE  U P DATE  A N D  C O M M UNIT Y  WO R K S H OPS
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April 2026

Draft legislative 
update shared for 

comment

June 2026

Legislative update 
due to the 

governor and 
Legislature

Fall 2026

Community workshops to provide 
updates, share study findings, and 

gather additional input



Stay in touch

Sign up for email 
notifications and 
updates on our website
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Additional feedback? 
 Email us at cleanenergy@ecy.wa.gov 

http://ecy.wa.gov/geothermal

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/geothermal
mailto:cleanenergy@ecy.wa.gov
http://ecy.wa.gov/geothermal
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