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Workshop dates 

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) and the Department of Natural Resources held virtual 

public workshops November 6 and November 11, 2025. A virtual Tribal forum was held on 

November 18, 2025. 

Background 

To support the state’s transition to clean energy, the Legislature recognized geothermal 

energy1 as a potential resource for clean energy and directed Ecology to bring people 

together to talk about its associated opportunities and risks. 

The collaborative process is an early look at issues because there is interest in developing 

the state’s geothermal resources. There are currently no proposed geothermal projects in 

Washington to deliver electricity to the power grid. The process will have statewide 

considerations, but it is focused on the three geothermal resource areas identified by the 

Department of Natural Resources: Mount Baker, Mount St. Helens, and the Wind River 

valley south of Mount St. Helens. Findings and recommendations from the collaborative 

process will be provided to the governor and Legislature in an interim report due June 30, 

2026, with a final report due June 30, 2027.   

Ecology and the Department of Natural Resources held an informational session in August 

2025 and the meeting recording and presentation slides are available online.2  

Purpose and Agenda 

The purpose of the workshops was to provide background information on the collaborative 

process, geothermal technologies, and the geographic focus areas. We also solicited input 

on opportunities and risks for geothermal development. The agenda included an agency 

welcome, a recap of the August 2025 informational session, exploration of the three focus 

areas, group discussion on opportunities and risks, and next steps.  

The presentation slides are available online. 

 

1 https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session Laws/Senate/6039-

S.SL.pdf?q=20250603125300 
2 https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/geothermal  

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6039-S.SL.pdf?q=20250603125300
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6039-S.SL.pdf?q=20250603125300
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/geothermal
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/geothermal
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6039-S.SL.pdf?q=20250603125300
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6039-S.SL.pdf?q=20250603125300
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/geothermal
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Attendees 

Attendees across all workshops included representatives from 10 Tribes and approximately 

90 interested parties from utilities, industry, organizations, individuals, academia, and 

federal, state, and local agencies. 

Collaborative process feedback and response 

Overall, there was a high level of interest in the collaborative process and how it will inform 

communities and Tribes about geothermal development. Utilities also expressed interest in 

understanding risks and opportunities of geothermal energy due to its ability to provide 

constant, or firm, power and to address peak power needs. Input received at the August and 

November workshops will guide development of future workshop topics and presentations. 

This process is just starting, and more detailed information will be shared at future 

workshops as it is available. The intent of the process is to consider input from Tribes, local 

communities, utilities, and academic and research institutions at this early stage. This will 

be done in a transparent and iterative way by sharing summaries of feedback on the website 

and by bringing the questions into subsequent workshops for follow-up and discussion. As 

we learn more about the technologies and areas, we will include that in workshops too.  

The Department of Natural Resources provided information on the three focus areas at the 

workshop. Additional information is available at the interactive Washington Geothermal 

Experience3 website and in the Play Fairway report. The collaborative process will focus on 

these three areas but will also look at statewide considerations.  

Input and findings will be included in the legislative reports in June 2026 and June 2027. 

These will provide information for next steps by legislators, developers, Tribes, or 

communities.  

Summary of feedback 

This section summarizes themes heard during the workshops. These themes and any 

responsive data or information will be included in discussions in future workshops.  

Opportunities 

• Geothermal energy as a renewable, carbon-free source of firm power; potential for 

geothermal energy in Washington to support utilities in meeting Clean Energy 

Transformation Act requirements 

• Potential for geothermal microgrids to support local or Tribal energy resiliency 

 

3 https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6038a47202a04a5da71c2251ec11c2c1  

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6038a47202a04a5da71c2251ec11c2c1
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6038a47202a04a5da71c2251ec11c2c1
https://fortress.wa.gov/dnr/geologydata/geothermal/wgs_play-fairway_final_report_04NOV2021.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6038a47202a04a5da71c2251ec11c2c1
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• Opportunities for education; student curriculum and visitor education for Mount St. 

Helens National Monument 

• Incentives and financial assistance for developers and communities to facilitate 

deployment; funding additional studies on resource potential 

• Local jobs and economic benefits 

Risks 

• Impacts on cultural resources and Tribal rights, interest, and resources 

• Seismic impacts on surface infrastructure, including nearby hydropower resources 

• Broad evaluation of geological hazards, including ground deformation 

• Release of heat into the environment and impacts on resources 

• Wildlife and fish impacts; including nesting seasons and migration corridors 

• Recreational impacts 

• Air quality impacts, including fugitive dust and greenhouse gas emissions 

• Visual quality and aesthetics; impacts to protected viewsheds including the Columbia 

River Gorge National Scenic Area 

Research needs 

• Learning about geothermal energy technologies and infrastructure needs 

• Understanding data gaps for the focus areas and the geothermal technologies 

• Research on seismicity to characterize potential impacts, especially with regards to 

the focus areas and volcanoes 

• Temperature data availability and collection 

• Characterizing injection fluids and potential water quality impacts 

• Strategies to manage seismic and water quality risks 

• Lessons learned from the oil and gas industry and geothermal projects in other areas 

of the U.S. and internationally 

• Research in others area of the state that may be developed for geothermal 

resources, including the Columbia basin and eastern Washington 

Siting and development factors 

• Early engagement with Tribes 

• Focus areas are undeveloped and in remote locations; consider access and overall 

footprint of development 

• Statewide transmission capacity constraints for new generation sources 

• Transmission infrastructure needs in the remote locations of the three focus areas 

• Water availability and water rights 

• Potential for induced seismicity 
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• Cost of development relative to amount of energy that would be generated; economic 

cost-benefit analysis of geothermal power 

• Strategies for hiring local workers 

Regulations and policy 

• Regulatory roadmap for geothermal energy development 

• Regulatory differences for the different technology types 

• State and federal leasing processes and alignment 

• Identifying gaps and recommendations to address gaps 

Next steps 

Input received at the November workshops will guide development of future workshop topics 

and presentations. In-person workshops for the three focus area communities will begin in 

early 2026. The dates and times of future workshops will be announced on our website4 and 

via email.5 Additional feedback can be emailed to use at cleanenergy@ecy.wa.gov. 

 

4 https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/geothermal  
5 https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_370  

https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/geothermal
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_370
mailto:cleanenergy@ecy.wa.gov
https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/sepa/clean-energy/geothermal
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAECY/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAECY_370

