
Frequently Asked Questions about the...

Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study

Q What problem does the Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study address?
The Study addresses the need to increase streamflow in the Walla Walla River for native fish, while maintaining the long-
term viability of and water availability for irrigated agriculture, residential, and urban use. 

Q Who are the proponents of the Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study?
The Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study (the Study) is being led jointly by the Walla Walla Watershed Management 
Partnership and the Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council.  These two co-leads are supported by a Steering Committee 
that includes 12 voting members:  Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation; Walla Walla River Irrigation 
District; Hudson Bay District Improvement Company; Gardena Farms District No.13; Fruitvale Water Users Association; 
Lowden Consolidated Ditches; Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife; Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife; 
City of Walla Walla (WA); City of Milton-Freewater (OR); Kooskooskie Commons; and Tri-State Steelheaders.  Many 
additional ex-officio and advisory members are listed on the project website hosted by Walla Walla Basin Watershed 
Council.

Q Which part of the Walla Walla River does the Study aim to improve?
The Study is focused on the reach of the mainstem Walla Walla River from Cemetery Bridge near Milton-Freewater, 
Oregon to the mouth of the river near Wallula Junction.  The lower reach of Mill Creek and potentially other surface 
waterways may also be improved depending on preferred alternative details.

Q What does the Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study aim to accomplish?
The Study is identifying and evaluating strategies to sustain streamflow in the identified reach of the Walla Walla River 
from April through November to support harvestable populations of native fish species.  The study seeks to accomplish 
this primary goal in a manner that ensures no net loss for water right holders. The study has identified specific monthly 
streamflow targets, identified and prioritized actions to achieve the streamflow targets, and is currently completing 
feasibility analyses of proposed actions.  Future project phases shall complete initial engineering designs of high priority 
actions, determine how to protect restored streamflow through the entire reach of the river, and implement one or 
more priority actions.

Q What are the streamflow  targets of the Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study?
The Study aims to sustain 150 cfs from April 1 through June 15, 100 cubic feet per second (cfs) from June 16 through 
June 30, and 65 cfs from July 1 through November 30 throughout the entire subject reach of the Walla Walla River.

Q How will the Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study sustain the streamflow targets?
By reviewing preliminary technical information, cost estimates, potential environmental impacts, and performance 
of projects relative to the mainstem Walla Walla River flow improvement goals, the Study has condensed over 100 
proposed streamflow restoration projects into four primary alternatives. The four alternatives feature combinations of 
two “anchor” projects: a reservoir on Pine Creek in Oregon that would store water diverted from the Walla Walla River 
and surface streams; and a Columbia River Pump Exchange that would divert water from the Columbia River near the 
mouth of the Walla Walla River and distribute it to various locations across the valley floor. Each of the four alternatiaves 
also include eight (8) smaller supplemental projects, including: Managed Aquifer Recharge; Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery; Telemetry; Water Market; Gardena Farms District No.13 Conservation; Lowden Ditch Conservation; 
Bennington Lake Reoperation; and White Ditch Conservation. Additional conceptual-level projects include upgrades to 
the City of Walla Walla municipal system, additional pump exchange projects for various irrigation districts and/or ditch 
companies, and enlarging Bennington Lake.  Restoration of habitat in the Nursery Bridge Channel is also being pursued 
as a separate project, complementary to the Flow Study.

http://www.wwbwc.org/assessment/57-wwflow.html


Q Who is paying for the Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study planning effort?
To date, the Study has been funded by Washington State Department of Ecology’s Office of Columbia River, Oregon 
Water Resources Department, Washington and Oregon legislative appropriations, and US Bureau of Reclamation 
WaterSMART grants. The current phase of the Study is being funded through Washington State legislative 
appropriations which are based on a biennial schedule.  The current planning phase is authorized through June 30, 
2021.

Q When will the planning phase be complete and what will happen after that?
Current projections estimate that the planning will be completed during the 2020-2021 biennium, with engineering 
design, permitting, and protection of instream flows completed during the 2022-2023 biennium, and construction 
completed during the 2024-2025 and 2026-2027 biennia.

Q How will a preferred alternative be selected?
A preferred alternative requires significant input from the Steering Committee, agencies with jurisdiction, tribal 
consultation, and the public. A preferred alternative will also be informed through completion of a Washington State 
Environmental Protection Act process and a federal National Environmental Protection Act process anticipated in 
2021-2023.  Following technical studies, environmental review, and robust public input, the Steering Committee will 
recommend adoption of a preferred alternative for elected officials in affected government agencies to consider.

Q What is the relationship between the Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study and the 
Walla Walla Water 2050 Initiative?
The Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study is focused on improving streamflow primarily in the mainstem Walla Walla 
River. The Walla Walla Water 2050 initiative aims to improve streamflow and water supplies throughout the entire Walla 
Walla River Basin over the next 30 years. As such, the Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study has been characterized 
as a primary instream flow restoration initiative within the broader context of the Walla Walla Water 2050 initiative.  
The Flow Study is expected to continue to identify and design preferred alternatives.  The WWW 2050 is expected 
to incorporate outcomes from the Flow Study and other ongoing processes to help build broad-based support for 
funding and implementation. Efforts within the two related planning efforts are being carefully coordinated by the 
respective planning/study teams.   

Q Where can I get more information about the Walla Walla River Bi-State Flow Study?
The Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council currently hosts information about the Flow Study on their website at the 
following URL:  http://www.wwbwc.org/assessment/57-wwflow.html.  Additional information can also be obtained 
by contacting the Walla Walla Watershed Management Partnership, Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council and the 
Washington Department of Ecology.
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