DEPARTMENT OF

Columbia River Policy Advisory Group =4 ECOLOGY

State of Washington

Thursday, April 17, 2025, 9:30am-12:30pm
Hal Holmes Community Center, 209 N. Ruby St., Ellensburg + Online Option

Agenda
9:30-9:35am Welcome, Introductions, and Hybrid Meeting Orientation
Rob Willis, Facilitator, Ross Strategic
9:35-10:00am Briefing on Current Water Supplies
Caroline Mellor, Ecology, Water Resources Statewide Drought Lead
10:00-10:10am Introduction with Office of Columbia River’s New Director
Larry Mattson, OCR
10:10-10:30am Columbia River Counties Caucus Update
Jo M. Gilchrist, Lincoln County Commissioner
10:30-11:00am Updates on the Bi-state Protected Waters in Walla Walla Basin
Chris Kowitz, OWRD, Chris Marks, CTUIR, and Jamie Short, Ecology
11:00-11:10am Break (10 min)
11:10-11:30am Climate Resilience Strategy Update
Jimmy Kralj, Ecology
11:30-11:55am 2025 Legislative Session Summary
WA - Noah Wentzel, Ecology Water Resources Program
OR - Chris Kowitz, Oregon Water Resources Department
11:55-12:15pm OCR Budget Update
Melissa Downes, OCR
12:15-12:25pm Public Comment
12:25-12:30pm Wrap Up, Member Announcements, and Adjourn

Next meeting: July 31, 2025

Join Online Via Zoom

https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1603623285?pwd=WPd8ipnGWRGn8WoQabznb9ljPpalDB.1
Meeting ID: 160 362 3285
Passcode: 710454
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