
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
3100 Port of Benton Blvd• Richland, WA 99354 • (509) 372-7950 

711 for Washington Relay Service • Persons with a speech disability can call 877-833-6341 

August 10, 2018 18-NWP-131 

Mr. Doug S. Shoop, Manager 
Richland Operations Office 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 550, MSIN: H5-20 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Mr. Ty Blackford, President and CEO 
CH2M HILL Plateau Remediation Company 
PO Box 1600, MSIN: A7-01 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Re: Proposed Class 3 Petmit Modification 8C.2018.4D to the Hanford Facility Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act Permit, Dangerous Waste Portion, Revision 8C, for the Treatment, Storage, and Disposal of 
Dangerous Waste , Part V, Closure Unit Group 25, Plutonium Uranium Extraction (PUREX) Plant Storage 
Tunnels, WA 7890008967 · 

References: See page 3 

Dear Mr. Shoop and Mr. Blackford: 

This letter transmits the Department of Ecology's (Ecology) proposed Class 3 Pe1mit Modification 8C.2018.4D 
to Part V, Closure Unit Group 25, PUREX Storage Tunnels, of the Hanford Facility Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act Permit, Dangerous Waste Portion, Rev. 8c for the Treatment, Storage an4 Disposal of Dangerous · 
Waste . 

The permittees are the United States Department of Energy Richland Operations Office (USDOE.:RL) as 
owner/operator and CH2M HILL Plateau Remediation Company as co-operator. 

USDOE-RL held a public comment period regarding the Class 3 Permit Modification request for the PUREX 
Storage Tunnels from February 12 through April 12, 2018. They held a public meeting on March 14, 2018, at 
the Richland Public Library at 5:30 p.m. Ecology reviewed USDOE-RL's draft Class 3 Permit Modification 
submittal and determined it is complete (Reference 1 and Reference 2). 

Ecology received 20 public comments from USDOE-RL's comment period. We reviewed the comments and 
wrote a Response to Comments document. The Response to Comments document is on the enclosed DVD 
(Ecology Publication 18-05-014) and on Ecology's website at http://wt.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=3cRfJ. 

Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-303-840(3)(d) requires at least a 45-day public comment period 
for the draft permit modification. Ecology will hold this public comment period from August 13 through 
September 27, 2018. This comment period initiates the second portion of the Class 3 Permit Modification. At 
the request of the public, according to WAC 173-303-840(5)(a), two public hearings are scheduled for this 
comment period on August 27, 2018, at the Richland Public Library at 5:30 p.m. and September 5, 2018, in 
Seattle at the University of Washington Center for Urban Ho1ticulture, NHS Hall at 6:30 p.m. 
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On May 9, 2017, there was a partial roof collapse of PUREX Storage Tunnel 1. Ecology issued an 
Administrative Order to USDOE-RL on May 10, 2017, requiring corrective actions needed to address the safe 
storage of waste in the PUREX Storage Tunnels. The Administrative Order #14156 was amended on September 
14, 2017, and revised to docket #15419. This proposed Class 3 Permit Modification describes the stabilization 
actions taken for Tunnel 1, actions proposed for stabilizing Tunnel 2, and their relationship for future closure 
and cleanup actions. 

The proposed permit modification is on the enclosed DVD and on Ecology' s website at 
https://ecology.wa.gov/Waste-Toxics/Nuclear-waste/Public-comment-periods. A DVD is also at the Hanford 
Public Information Repositories in Richland, Spokane, and Seattle, Washington, as well as Po1iland, Oregon. A 
hard copy is on file at the locations listed below: 

Depaiiment of Ecology 
Nuclear Waste Program 
3100 Po11 of Benton Boulevard 
Richland, Washington 99354 

United States Depaiiment of Energy 
Administrative Record 
2440 Stevens Center Place 
Richland, Washington 99354 

Individuals can request copies of the DVD by contacting Ecology' s Resource Center at (509) 372-7950. 

If there are any questions regarding this permit modification, please contact Brigitte Weese, PUREX Unit Lead, 
at brigitte.weese@ecy.wa.gov or (509) 372-7936 or Stephanie Schleif, Facility Transition Project Manager, at 
stephanie.schleif@ecy.wa.gov or (509) 372-7929. 

Suzanne Dahl 
Dangerous Waste Pennit Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 

bw/am 
Enclosure 

cc: See page 3 
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Reference 1: Letter 18-NWP-065-Reissue, dated April 20, 2018, Completeness Determination and Notice of 
Deficiency (NOD) for the Class 3 Permit Modification to the Hanford Facility Resource and 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit, Dangerous Waste Portion, Revision 8C, for the 
Treatment, Storage, and Disposal of Dangerous Waste, Part III, Operating Unit Group 2, 
Plutonium Uranium Extraction Plant (PUREX) Storage Tunnel WA 7890008967, Received 
February 8, 2018 

Reference 2: Letter 18-NWP-122, dated July 23, 2018, Technical Review for the Class 3 Permit Modification to 
the Hanford Facility Resource and Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Permit, Dangerous 
Waste Portion, Revision 8C, for the Treatment, Storage, and Disposal of Dangerous Waste, Pai1 
III, Operating Unit Group 2, PUREX Storage Tunnels WA7890008967, Received May 29, 2018 

cc electronic w/o enc: 
Dave B. Bartus, EPA 
David R. Einan, EPA 
Duane Carter, USDOE 
Al Farabee, USDOE 
Bobby Long, USDOE 
Laura J. Cusack, CHPRC 
Ray M. Geimer, CHPRC 
Marie T. Gillespie, CHPRC 
Moses N. Jaraysi, CHPRC 
Jeff A. Lerch, CHPRC 
Deborah G. Singleton, CHPRC 
Jon Perry, MSA 
ERWM Program, YN 

cc w/enc, DVD: 
Matt Johnson, CTUIR 
Jack Bell, NPT 
Alyssa Buck, Wanapum 
Rose Longoria, YN 
Susan Leckband; HAB 
Gonzaga University, Foley Center Library 

Ken Niles, ODOE 
Jennifer Cantu, Ecology 
Annette Carlson, Ecology 
Suzanne Dahl, Ecology 
Stephanie N. Schleif, Ecology 
Ron Skinnarland, Ecology 
Brigitte Weese, Ecology 
Environmental Portal 
Hanford Facility Operating Record 
CHPRC Correspondence Control 
MSA Correspondence Control 
USDOE-RL Correspondence Control 

P011land State University Library, Government Information 
University of Washington Suzzallo Library, Government Publications 
USDOE Public Reading Room, CIC 
NWP Administrative Record 
NWP Central File 


