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Outline of Content – Proposed Application Questions 

Sustainable Food Management Grants – WAC 173-316 

Overview 
• The application includes five grant categories and seven applicant-types. 
• Applicants select one applicant-type; only grant categories available to that type 

will appear in the application forms. 
• Applicants may apply for one or more eligible categories. 
• If an organization fits more than one applicant-type, they should choose the type 

that best aligns with their role in the project. 

 

Grant Categories, Eligible Work & Applicant-Types 
Category 1: Edible Food Rescue & Prevention WAC 173.316.200 

The type of work funded under this grant category focuses on preventing surplus of 
unsold/uneaten food from businesses, standardizing food donation processes (bins, 
protocols), providing staff training to donors or rescue organizations, and improving 
efficiency/effectiveness of food donation. RCW 70A.207.040(2)(a) 

Eligible applicant-types are: 

• Local government 
• Federally recognized Tribe or Tribal government entity 
• Nonprofit 
• Generator of surplus food 

Category 2: Safe Food Transport & Supply Chain Modernization WAC 173.316.210 

The type of work funded under this grant category focuses on improving transportation of 
donated food, strengthens cold chain management across donation supply chains, and 
enhances food rescue logistics. RCW 70A.207.040(2)(b) 

Eligible applicant-types are: 

• Local government 
• Federally recognized Tribe or Tribal government entity 
• Nonprofit 
• Generator of surplus food 
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• Transporter 

Category 3: Food Access & Waste Reduction Equity WAC 173.316.220 

The type of work funded under this grant category focuses on establishing or expanding 
community-based programs to reduce wasted food and increase food access to benefit 
vulnerable communities.  RCW 70A.207.040(2)(c) 

No more than 20% of the total funds allocated for this grant category may be awarded to a  
single recipient. 

Eligible applicant-types are: 

• Local government 
• Federally recognized Tribe or Tribal government entity 
• Nonprofit 
• Business/commercial establishment 

Category 4: Food Waste Reduction Pilots & Data Improvement WAC 173.316.230 

The type of work funded under this grant category must qualify as a pilot that focuses on 
technologies and systems to improve food waste tracking and enable better prevention and 
rescue outcomes. RCW 70A.207.040(2)(d) 

Eligible applicant-types are: 

• Local government 
• Federally recognized Tribe or Tribal government entity 
• Nonprofit 
• Generator of surplus food 
• Transporter 

Category 5: Organics Policy Implementation & Compliance WAC 173.316.240 

The type of work funded under this grant category must support local and business 
implementation of organic waste collection and management policies. RCW 70A.207.050 

Eligible applicant-types are: 

• Local government 
• Federally recognized Tribe or Tribal government entity 
• Nonprofit 
• Business/commercial establishment 
• Organic materials management facility 
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Applicant-Type Selection 
Choose one type and provide additional requested details: 

• Local government – describe involved department/division 
• Federally recognized Tribe or Tribal government entity – identify responsible 

department 
• Nonprofit – describe mission and provide UBI number 
• Business – describe business type and provide UBI number 
• Organic materials management facility – identify type, permit category, and 

upload permit 

 

Questions Applicable to All Applicant-Types 
1. Another fund source 

o State whether you are receiving or have inquired with any other funders about 
one or more aspects of this project. 

o Agree to notify Ecology if other funding for one or more aspects of this project 
is received during the grant period. 

2. Surplus & edible food generation 

o Grant categories 1 through 4 focus on prevention and rescue.  
 If applying for category 1, 2, 3 or 4, describe how your organization 

generates surplus food (including unsold, uneaten edible food). 
 Explain how waste is pre-consumer and commercial/business waste. 

o Grant category 5 focuses on recovery improvements (material management). 
If applying for category 5, describe how your organization will divert organics 
(including food waste) from landfills and meet applicable requirements of 
the Organics Management Laws. 

3. Primary partners 

Note: Ecology’s online grant and loan system does NOT have the functionality for 
more than one organization to apply together. As the system currently functions, the 
organization that applies is the entity Ecology holds 100% responsible for grant 
administration and project implementation. We are looking into the possibility of 
supporting a coalition(s) through application forms, legally binding agreements 
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between applicants and “primary” partners, and grant program policy that would 
legally hold primary partners to the same level of accountability and performance as 
the applicant organization, including as signatories to the grant agreement. We are 
looking for positive and negative feedback on this approach, including identifying 
unintended consequences and barriers for grant recipients and primary partners.  

o State whether your organization will include primary partners, effectively 
creating a single coalition for grant administration and project 
implementation. 

o Provide details for each primary partner. Include the information for each as 
identified for the applicant-type.  

4. Implementation partners 

Note: Implementation partners are NOT the same as primary partners. 
Implementation partners may help with completing the project. The formality of the 
partnership is between the partner and the grant recipient organization which may or 
may not include a contract. In this partnership, the grant recipient is 100% 
responsible for grant administration and project implementation; Ecology would 
NOT view the implementation partner responsible or accountable for the grant 
administration, project implementation, and they would NOT be a signatory on the 
grant agreement. 

o List partners who contribute to tasks but are not signatories. 
o Upload a letter of support describing each partner’s role. 

 

Category Sections – All Follow the Same Structure 

Each selected category includes: 

1. Funding Request 

• Total amount requested 
• Percentage of total project cost represented by this request 

2. Eligibility Requirements 

• Local governments, nonprofits, and generators must show compliance with 
collection container standards 

• Businesses must show compliance with business collection requirements 
• Federally recognized Tribe or Tribal entities may qualify for exemption 
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• Transporters must upload proof of Washington State transporter license (Category 4 
only) 

• Businesses must upload a valid Washington State business license (Category 3 
only) 

3. Scope of Work 

Applicants must: 

• Select specific work activities relevant to the category 
• Describe:  

o Who performs the work 
o Expected measurable results 
o Methods for tracking results 

• Address fair access to project benefits 
• Identify community or location served by the project; describe how each is 

impacted by the organics management law, including:  
o Business Organics management Areas (BOMA) and recovery capacity 
o Organics Recycling Collection Areas (ORCA) and service waiver 
o Areas of high food insecurity 

4. Cost Table 

List costs applicant, if awarded, will request the grant reimburse (Ecology verifies cost 
eligibility): 

• Applicant organization 
• Primary partner applicants, if any 

Cost categories vary slightly by grant category (e.g., equipment allowed in Category 2; tech 
development in Category 4). 
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