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Organlc Materlals Management
Rulemaking Chapter 173-350 WAC

DEPARTMENT OF

ECOLOGY Dawn Marie Maurer

State of Washington

November b5, 2025, 2:00 PM (Pacific Time)



Meeting
Agenda

2:00 PM Welcome & meeting logistics

2:10 PM Draft rule language & public comment

4:00 PM Wrap up

Note: This meeting is recorded for the public record.
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Assisting with this meeting: e ECOLOCY

) Zoom Meeting

& View v a Chat

Please use the chat box to ask questions or make comments.

Zoom Chat Functions

For technical help with Zoom,
use the chat drop-down menu to select
To: Molly McNutt

To ask the presenter questions, use
the chat drop-down menu to select
To: Everyone
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Rename to Add Your Affiliation

0 Partticipants (4) e O X \ O -

L2y Kodman (ot me) [ Mute | P tiss e Enter a new screen name;

Pin to Second Screen
Beth Gill 0 o Lacy KooimanfDepartment of Ecol@
Edit Profile Picture

Alaina Young H

r

Julie Robertson, WA Dept of Ecology (she/h... 2 [ZA

Invite Mute All
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Zoom Functions: Audio Settings

Mute/Unmute & Audio Settings

You can mute and unmute your microphone. If you click on the arrow next to the mute button
(bottom left main Zoom screen), you have additional options for audio settings. You can change
your microphone, leave the computer audio or access the audio options.

Select a Microphone
Same as System

/ Plantronics Savi 7xx

Bullt-in Microphone (Internal Microphone)

HD Pro Webcam C820

Select a Speaker
Same as System
v Plantronics Savl 7xx

Built-in Qutput (Intemal Speakers)

Leave Computer Audio

Audio Options...

Unmute Stop Video
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Closed captions and a live transcript is enabled
for this meeting.

To turn on the live transcript:

* Locate the cc “Live Transcript” or “Show
Captions” option on your Zoom control bar.

* Different versions of Zoom look a little
different.




Raise
Hand
Function
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Please use the "raise hand" function if you have a
guestion or would like to testify.

To raise your hand:
* Locate the "Raise hand" option. Depending on the

version of Zoom you are using, your options may

look different.
* This option may be located on your Zoom

control bar.
* Or it may be located within the “React” menu

with the icon of a heart.
* For those dialing in via phone, use *9 on your dial

pad to raise and lower your hand.
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Participants React Raise hand
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Meeting Purpose

* Rulemaking is for implementing, interpreting, or providing
specifics of a statute (RCW) that Ecology administers or
enforces.

* The rulemaking process must follow the requirements of
Chapter 34.05 RCW, Administrative Procedures Act.

* Ecology is soliciting input on draft rule concepts developed
during the Organic Materials Management rulemaking
Process.



Download the Draft Rule Language Document

https://ecology.wa.gov/wac-17 3-
350-draft-language-review



Two ways to submit comments

Visit our public comment Comment today during
form webpage the meeting

https://swm.ecology.comment @
input.com?id=DrJMAK4x2b

<~

Written comments receive the same consideration as verbal comments.
Please submit your comments by November 21, 2025, 11:59 PM
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Rules for Participating in this Meeting

* Hold your questions and comments until we ask for

input. After each section, we will pause for comments.
Use the “raise hand” function in Zoom if you would like

to speak.

* Keep your microphone muted. We will call on you when
It is your turn to speak.

* Please ensure your comments are respectful and
relevant to scope of the rulemaking. We want to make
the most of our limited time today.

* Be concise. We want to make space for everyone to be
heard. If you have lengthy questions or comments, we
can circle back to you If time allows. You may also
provide us written comments to our comment site.
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Why so much redline?

Most redlined language is not substantive change.

* The 2018 update to the solid waste rule standardized
language and the order of requirements across sections.

* The organics sections were not part of that update, so we

must standardize language and format the subsections for
consistency.

* Two sections had to be written new - the organic materials

pre-processing and the permitting standards for -225. These
used 95% standard language copied from other existing
sections.
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Substantive changes

* -025 Entity responsible for solid waste

*-100 Definitions

«-215 Organic materials pre-processing

e -220 Composting

e -225 Other - reduced exemption volumes

»-250 Anaerobic digesters — new requirements for reporting
«-320 Piles - added exemption for yard debris drop off

13
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_025 Entity responsible for solid waste

Substantive changes:

* Clarifies that entities, including government agencies and
haulers, are responsible for legal management of waste,
including management of rejected loads of organic waste.

* Codifies the existing requirement in statute requiring a
labeling for recyclables on bins and providing a second
disposal bin when recycling bins are provided.

These changes are aimed at reducing contamination and
shifting responsibility for clean loads upstream.
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-100 Definitions

* Clean wood waste - further
clarifies difference between wood
waste and yard debris

 Food waste - from statute

* Land clearing debris - clarifies
from wood waste

e Livestock mortalities - excludes
animals from meat processing
waste and disaster, disease die-
off, and mass culling

* Meat processing waste - for
exemption criteria
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Definitions Continued

* Organic materials and organic materials
management - from statute

* Organic materials pre-processing -
specifies cleaning feedstocks to meet
the 2% contamination limit

* Physical contaminant - expanded
beyond Compostm%and Clar|f|ed that
contaminants can be any material the
facility does not accept

e Source separation - provided examples
e Yard debris - from statute
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-215 Organic materials pre-processing

e New section

* Replicates most of the language from the materials recovery
standards

* Allows pre-processing to be co-located with composters and

other organics management facilities, but the operations
must be distinct

* Requires feedstocks to meet a 2% contamination threshold
(by volume) prior to movement from pre-processing to
organic materials management facilities
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-220 Composting

* Reduced upper limit of two smallest
exemptions (for backyard and pea-
patch type composting)

* Created a modest exemption for
meat/food processing that may be
co-located on a farm also doing
agricultural composting

* Created an exemption for emergency
animal mortality management
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Composting Continued

* Restricted incoming contamination in feedstocks to 2% by
volume

* Clarified the responsibility of hauler to manage rejected
loads, even if they have been tipped first

* Must reject feedstocks as needed to prevent the spread of
agricultural pests and diseases such as chronic wasting
disease

* Limited physical contaminants in finished product to .5% dry
weight and .1 percent film plastic

* Added continuing education requirements for operators
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225 Other Organic Materials Handling

* Reduced upper limit of smallest
exemption

* Required reporting and notification at
lower threshold for systems in tanks

* Created a pathway for emergency
mortality management under the
oversight of Dept of Agriculture and state
veterinarian

e Created agricultural vermiculture
exemption
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Other organic materials handing continued

* Created general permitting
standards for operations that do
not fit into another standard,
such as large-scale vermiculture
of spent brewery grains

e Same restrictions on incoming
feedstocks and physical
contaminants in finished
products as compost
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-250 Anaerobic Digesters

* Reduced upper limit of two smallest
exemptions

* Added nutrient sharing and
reporting requirements for exempt
dairy anaerobic digesters with the
partner dairies and the Dept of
Agriculture

* Same restrictions on incoming
feedstocks and physical
contaminants in finished products
as compost

22



230 Land Application and
320 Piles

-230 added contamination limits like
compost

-320 Added exemption for temporary &
storage piles of yard debris and land
clearing debris up to 30 cy, removed
at least every four days.




Questions?
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Thank you

Informal Comment Period
October 21 - November 21, 2025, 11:59 PM

Visit the comment site

https://swm.ecology.comment
input.com?id=DrJMAK4x2b

Questions

Chris Fredley
Organicsrule@ecy.wa.gov

563-233-1615
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