
Battery Stewardship Program 
Rulemaking–Chapter 173-905 WAC

Rule Advisory Committee Meeting #5

December 16, 2024 | 11 AM – 2 PM (Pacific Time)
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Assisting with this meeting:
Please use the chat box to ask questions or make comments.

To ask the presenter questions, use 

the chat drop-down menu to select

To: Everyone

For technical help with Zoom, 

use the chat drop-down menu to select

To: Caleb Carlson
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Zoom Chat Functions



Zoom Functions: 
Rename to Add Your Affiliation 
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Zoom Functions: Audio Settings
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Closed 
Captions

Closed captions and a live transcript is enabled 

for this meeting.

To turn on the live transcript:

• Locate the cc “Live Transcript” or “Show 

Captions” option on your Zoom control bar.

• Different versions of Zoom look a little 

different.



• We will have Q&A time allotted for all participants at the end of 
each rule concept section.

• If you would like to ask a question or make a comment, please use 
Zoom’s chat or “raise hand” feature.

• For participants dialed in via your phone, use your phone's dial 
pad:

• *9 to raise/lower hand

• *6 to unmute/mute

Meeting Logistics: Questions & Comments
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Meeting Logistics: Going Forward

After each committee meeting, Ecology will post the meeting 
summary on the rulemaking webpage

• https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-905

If you’d like to provide input on rule topics or rule language 
after today’s meeting, please use our Public Comment Form 
webpage.

• https://wt.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=iH593UeTK
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https://ecology.wa.gov/regulations-permits/laws-rules-rulemaking/rulemaking/wac-173-905
https://wt.ecology.commentinput.com/?id=iH593UeTK


Ground Rules

• Share relevant information when possible

• Use specific examples and use simple terms when possible

• Be respectful of discussion time

• Focus on interests, not positions

• Create space for those less vocal

• Take ownership of your words and actions

• Articulate reasons for input

• Propose solutions whenever possible

• Review materials in advance of meetings

8



Download the Read-Along Document
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Today's 
Agenda
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Time Topic

11:00 AM Welcome and meeting logistics

11:10 AM Rulemaking key concept: Retailer Requirements

11:45 AM Rulemaking key concept: Education and Outreach Requirements

12:20 PM 30-minute break

12:50 PM Rulemaking key concept: Reimbursing Demonstrable Costs

1:20 PM Rulemaking key concept: Collection Outside of Program

2:00 PM Wrap up



Rulemaking Key Concept: 
Retailer Requirements
35 minutes
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Prohibitions for Retailers

Retailers cannot:
• Sell, offer for sale, distribute, or otherwise make available for sale a covered battery 

or battery-containing product unless:
• The department website lists, as of the date a product is made available for 

retail sale, a producer or brand of covered battery or battery-containing product 
as being a participant in an approved plan or the implementer of an approved 
plan.

• The producer of the covered battery or battery-containing product certifies to 
the retailer that:
• The producer participates in a battery stewardship organization with an 

approved plan and the batteries are marked consistent with the 
requirements of RCW 70A.555.130.

• Charge a specific point-of-sale fee to consumers to cover the administrative or 
operational costs of the battery stewardship program.
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.555.130


Retailers Allowed to Provide Information

• A retailer selling or offering covered batteries or battery-containing products for 
sale in Washington may provide information to consumers regarding available 
end-of-life management options for covered batteries collected by the battery 
stewardship organization.

• Retailers can request informational and educational material from the battery 
stewardship organization to provide to the public.
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Retailers Not Required to be a Collection Site

• Retailers are not required to make retail locations available to serve as 
collection sites for a battery stewardship program. Retailers that serve as a 
collection site must comply with the requirements for collection sites, 
consistent with RCW 70A.555.070.
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.555.070


Questions or feedback? 
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• In what way does the rule need to clarify the certification process between 
producers and retailers? How will retailers be able to determine they are 
selling complaint product?

• What considerations should be made for a sell-through provision for 
retailers to exhaust their stock in the event a producer discontinues 
participation in the program?



Rulemaking Key Concept: Education 
and Outreach Requirements
35 minutes
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BSO Promotional Activities and Materials

• A website and a toll-free number with information about the program;
• Education and outreach materials used to inform consumers about the 

restriction on the disposal of covered batteries and provide information on 
how to properly dispose of covered batteries.

• Periodic press releases and articles;
• Placement of advertisements for use on social media or other relevant 

media platforms;
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BSO Provides Materials to Collection Sites

• Consumer-focused educational promotional materials;
• Safety information related to covered battery collection activities
• Educational materials for the management of recalled batteries to help 

facilitate transportation and processing of recalled batteries.
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BSO Provides Materials to Retailers

• A battery stewardship organization shall make education materials available to 
retailers for voluntary use including in-store signage, written materials, and 
other promotional materials that retailers may use to inform customers of the 
available end-of-life management options for covered batteries collected by the 
battery stewardship organization.

• Upon request by a retailer, the battery stewardship organization must provide 
the retailer educational materials describing collection opportunities for 
batteries.
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BSO Public Awareness Survey

• During the first year of program implementation and every five years thereafter, 
each battery stewardship organization must carry out a survey of public 
awareness regarding the requirements of the program established under this 
chapter, including the provisions of RCW 70A.555.140.
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Multiple BSOs Coordinating Education & 
Outreach

• If multiple battery stewardship organizations are implementing plans approved 
by the department, the battery stewardship organizations shall coordinate in 
carrying out their education and outreach responsibilities under this section and 
must include in their annual reports to the department under RCW 70A.555.090 
a summary of their coordinated education and outreach efforts.
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Education and Outreach- Plan Contents

• Sample materials to make retailers aware of their obligation to sell only 
covered batteries and battery-containing products of producers participating 
in an approved plan;

• Sample materials to be made available to retailers, for voluntary use, 
including in-store signage, written materials, and other promotional 
materials that retailers may use to inform customers of the available end-of-
life management options for covered batteries collected by the battery 
stewardship organization;

• Sample promotional materials such as flyers or social media posts to 
achieve consumer awareness goals
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Education and Outreach- Plan Contents Cont.

• A description of how the battery stewardship organization will identify target 
audiences and appropriate outreach for those audiences.

• A description of outreach efforts to specifically target overburdened 
communities identified by Ecology.

• A description of how the stewardship organization will document education 
and outreach efforts. 

• A timeline that includes plans for implementation of each of the 
education and outreach promotion activities at least once each quarter.
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Education and Outreach- Reporting

• A description of how education and outreach activities met the requirements of 
RCW 70A.555.080;

• Samples of education and outreach materials distributed to consumers, 
collection sites, manufacturers, distributers, and retailers;

• If there were other battery stewardship organizations implementing an approved 
plan, a description of how education and outreach activities were coordinated 
and associated costs were shared with other battery stewardship organizations.

• A summary of any changes made during the previous calendar year to education 
and outreach activities;

• The results of any public awareness surveys conducted during the previous 
calendar year.
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.555.080


Questions or feedback? 
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• What parameters around the public awareness survey should be clarified 
in rule? (example: minimum number of people surveyed)

• Is the expectation of education and outreach activities being done at least 
once a quarter too much, too little, or just right?

• What should be clarified about education and outreach to overburdened 
communities and vulnerable populations? Where is this requirement not 
clear enough?



30-minute Break

Download the read-along document
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We will resume the meeting 

after a short break



Welcome Back
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The meeting will resume shortly



Rulemaking Key Concept: 
Reimbursing Demonstrable Costs
30 minutes
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Questions or feedback? 
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• What documentation can local government facilities provide to 
demonstrate actual costs?

• Would a flat fee per pound work?
• How much time will it take local governments to negotiate contracts with a 

battery stewardship organization?

• How often should reimbursements happen?



Questions or feedback? 

30

• What documentation can local government facilities provide to 
demonstrate actual costs?

• Would a flat fee per pound work?
• How much time will it take local governments to negotiate contracts with a 

battery stewardship organization?

• How often should reimbursements happen?

• Does the rule need to clarify the requirements for local government 
facilities collecting batteries but not participating in the program?



Examples of Potential Demonstrable Costs
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• Labor associated with sorting, terminal protection, packing, preparing for 
shipment and loading

• Labor associated with administering the contract
• Facility space
• Signage
• Training
• Transportation of batteries from satellite locations
• Outreach to the public



Rulemaking Key Concept: Collection 
Outside of Program
40 minutes
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Disposal and Collection Options

• Disposal using the collection sites established by or included in the programs 
created by this chapter;

• For covered batteries generated by persons that are regulated generators of 
covered batteries under federal or state hazardous or solid waste laws, disposal 
in a manner consistent with the requirements of those laws;

• Disposal using local government collection facilities that collect batteries 
consistent with RCW 70A.555.070(4)(c); or

• Disposal using recycling services operating outside of a battery 
stewardship program that reports to a battery stewardship organization 
information necessary for the battery stewardship organization to fulfill its 
reporting obligations under RCW 70A.555.090.
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FRCW%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D70A.555.090&data=05%7C02%7Cchrf461%40ECY.WA.GOV%7C1c8fc44133434d12482108dcfdc36959%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638664262934477256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7YYRsBXfKgV4sCqcJ9wFfGTJxnntlKdoahJ1NHtUDJ4%3D&reserved=0


Prohibition of Fee for Drop-off

• A fee may not be charged at the time unwanted covered batteries are delivered 
or collected for management.
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Other Collection Requirements

• A person may not place covered batteries in waste containers for disposal at 
incinerators, waste to energy facilities, or landfills.

• A person may not place covered batteries in or on a container for mixed 
recyclables unless there is a separate location or compartment for the covered 
battery that complies with local government collection standards or guidelines.

• An owner or operator of a solid waste facility may not be found in violation of this 
section if the facility has posted in a conspicuous location a sign stating that 
covered batteries must be managed through collection sites established by a 
battery stewardship organization and are not accepted for disposal.

• A solid waste collector may not be found in violation of this section for a covered 
battery placed in a disposal container by the generator of the covered battery.
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Local Governments Not Participating
RCW 70A.555.070(4)(c)
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• Notify battery stewardship organizations
• Collect all covered batteries
• Collect, sort, and package batteries in accordance with standards 

established in approved stewardship plans
• Provide collected batteries to the battery stewardship organization or 

transport collected batteries to a facility designated by the battery 
stewardship organization

• Report battery collection totals from collection events
• A local government not participating as a collection site in an approved 

battery stewardship plan is not entitled to any reimbursement from a 
battery stewardship organization.

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=70A.555.070#:~:text=(c)(i)%20A,70A.555.050.


Questions or feedback? 
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• Who should be allowed to dispose of batteries outside of the collection 
sites established by the program?

• Who should be allowed to collect batteries outside of the collection sites 
established by the program?

• What happens to existing services and facilities that cannot reach 
agreement with a battery stewardship organization?

• What would it mean to collect batteries outside of a battery stewardship 
program?



Questions
Chris Fredley

batterystewardship@ecy.wa.gov

(564) 233-1615

Informal Comment Period
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Visit our comment site

Dec 10, 2024 – Jan 31, 2025, 11:59 PM

mailto:batterystewardship@ecy.wa.gov
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