
Public Comment Summary: City of Washougal Locally Approved SMP 
Ecology Public Comment Period: August 4 – September 4, 2025 

Prepared by WA Department of Ecology September 5, 2025 
 

The City of Washougal (City) adopted Resolution No. 1253 on June 23, 2025, authorizing submittal of the updated Shoreline Master Program (SMP) to the 
Department of Ecology (Ecology) for review. The City formally submitted the updated SMP to Ecology on June 30, 2025, with additional required materials 
received July 15, 2025, and Ecology determined the submittal to be complete in an email dated July 15, 2025. Ecology accepted public comments on the updated 
SMP between August 4 and September 4, 2025. Notice of the comment period was provided to individuals listed as state, regional, or local “interested parties.” 
Ecology received written comments from two (2) state agencies, one (1) tribal government, and one (1) individual. The table below provides a summary of the 
issues raised in these comments as well as a place for the City to insert a response to the issues raised pursuant to WAC 173-26-120(6). 
 

COMMENT 
# 

TOPIC  
(SMP SECTION) COMMENTER COMMENT SUMMARY* CITY RESPONSE & RATIONALE 

1 

Archaeological, 
Cultural, and 

Historic Resources 
– Policies (3.3.2) 

Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
Cultural Resources 

Department – S. 
Lombard 

In response to policy (b) that states archaeological 
and cultural sites should be preserved “for 
educational, scientific, and enjoyment of the general 
public,” commenter stresses the importance of 
coordinating with affected tribes to ensure public 
access is aligned with the wishes of those tribes. 

 

2 

Archaeological, 
Cultural, and 

Historic Resources 
– Policies (3.3.2) 

Cowlitz Indian Tribe 
Cultural Resources 

Department – S. 
Lombard 

In response to policy (f) that directs the City to 
“continue to contribute to the … inventory of 
archaeological sites,” commenter provides a list of 
applicable state cultural resource laws and 
encourages the City to develop policy to strengthen 
its ability to uphold protection of sites. Commenter 
also encourages training in this area. 

 

3 Boating Uses 
(6.3.3) Jennifer Taylor 

Commenter requests clarification on the distinction 
between the terms, “houseboat,” “boathouse,” and 
“live-aboard,” and asks whether houseboats are 
prohibited in public marinas. 

 

4 
General support 

(Appendix B 
Critical Areas) 

WA Department of 
Fish and Wildlife 

(WDFW) – B. Salter 

WDFW commends the City for its collaborative 
approach and incorporation of best available science 
and state guidance. WDFW is pleased to see the City 
thoughtfully incorporate several key 
recommendations that will help achieve no net loss, 
particularly in Appendix B Critical Areas. 
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5 

Appendix B 
Critical Areas: 
Geologically 

Hazardous Areas 

WA Department of 
Natural Resources 
(WDNR) – T. Sears 

Commenter suggests that the description of the 
engineering geology report specify that the 
professional engineer or geologist preparing said 
report be licensed in Washington, consistent with 
the definition of “qualified professional.” 

 

6 
Editorial 

(Appendix B 
Critical Areas) 

WDNR 
Commenter identifies two typographical errors and 
suggests they be corrected. See original comment 
for details. 

 

 
* See original comment letter for complete language. Please note, the statements herein are not the opinions or comments of Ecology, but rather a summary 
of comments received during the State public comment period. 


