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March 19, 2021 

 
Mr. Joe Burcar 
WA State Dept. of Ecology 
Bellevue, WA 
 
In future correspondence please refer to: 
Project Tracking Code:        2021-03-01689 
Property: City of Snoqualmie Shoreline Master Program Update 
Re:          DAHP Comments on Shoreline Use and Cultural Resources Review under SMP 
 
Dear Mr. Burcar: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Washington State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) and providing documentation 
regarding the above referenced project. As a result of our review, our professional opinion is that the 
shoreline areas of the City of Snoqualmie contain a number of important cultural resources. These 
include historic buildings and structures, archaeological sites, and Snoqualmie Falls, an important 
Traditional Cultural Property (TCP). The entire shoreline area under consideration would have been 
utilized by Native American groups prior to colonial incursions into the area. Therefore the entire 
shoreline area has the potential to contain both natural and cultural resources important to the 
Snoqualmie Tribe. The DAHP requests the opportunity to review projects in the shoreline area, and 
recommends that Snoqualmie Tribe members are also given the opportunity to review these projects 
prior to ground disturbing activities.  
 
The DAHP also has some specific comments on treatment of cultural resources within the City of 
Snoqualmie shoreline area: 
 

 Protecting Both Recorded and Unrecorded Resources: All archaeological sites in 
Washington have the same protections, whether they have been previously recorded or are 
newly discovered. Locating archaeological sites during construction projects is not ideal and 
often leads to the destruction of these important cultural resources. Shoreline areas that 
have not been previously surveyed by a professional archaeologist should be surveyed prior 
to the initiation of ground disturbing activities. An Inadvertent Discovery Plan (IDP) alone is 
not considered a sufficient plan for dealing with cultural resources in sensitive shoreline 
areas. The SMP currently contains language for consultation for known sites, and utilizing 
IDPs, but does not directly address how the City plans to locate sites in new impact areas.  
  

 Secondary Impacts to Cultural Resources: Shoreline projects that provide new access to 
shoreline areas have the potential of impacting cultural resources, even if the project itself 
plans to avoid the resource. Providing new access points to shoreline areas can lead to 
erosion of archaeological sites, impacts to natural resources important to tribal culture, and 
the potential for looting of archaeological sites by members of the public. The DAHP 
recommends that shoreline projects should be designed to minimize these secondary effects 
by planning parking areas, trails, and other use areas to steer visitors away from sensitive 
cultural areas.  
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 Tribal Use of Snoqualmie Falls: Snoqualmie Falls is an important Traditional Cultural 
Property for the Snoqualmie Tribe. The currently recorded boundaries of this TCP do not 
necessarily encompass the entire area of importance to the Tribe. The boundaries of the 
TCP were drawn in response to a specific project, and did not account for all potential future 
projects in the falls area. Tribal use of this resource has the potential to be impacted by both 
audio and visual changes to the area surrounding the falls. Any projects designed to 
increase visitor use of the area could detrimentally impact Tribal use of the area. These 
impacts could include destruction of archaeological resources, as well as making traditional 
Tribal use of the area impossible due to increased noise and visual impacts. The DAHP 
recommends continued consultation with the Snoqualmie Tribe for any projects that are 
visible from the falls, or have the potential to increase noise pollution in the area. Minimizing 
noise and visual impacts should be part of any design plan for projects in the Snoqualmie 
Falls area.  

 
These comments are based on the information available at the time of this review and on behalf of 
the SHPO in conformance with Washington State law. Should additional information become 
available, our assessment may be revised. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this non-project action. We look forward to consulting 
with the City of Snoqualmie on future projects in the shoreline area. Should you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Stephanie Jolivette 
Local Governments Archaeologist 
(360) 628-2755 
Stephanie.Jolivette@dahp.wa.gov 


