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Business of the City Council 
   City of Ruston, WA 

 
 

 
Subject:    Resolution #699 – Intent to  
  Adopt the Ruston Shoreline  
  Master Program 
  
   
 
 
Proposed Council Action:   
 
Approve Resolution #699 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
INFORMATION / BACKGROUND 
 
The State of Washington under the Shoreline Management Act1 has mandated that the City of 
Ruston update the Ruston Shoreline Master Program. WAC 173-26-090 requires periodic review 
of Shoreline Master Programs (SMP) at least every eight years with Ruston’s due in 2019. Over 
the past year, the Ruston Planning Director Rob White has worked with the Planning 
Commission to prepare an updated Shoreline Master Program as required by the Shoreline 
Management Act.   
 
Since August, Ruston’s staff reviewed the list of updates provided by Ecology, (detailed in the 
attached SMP Periodic Review Checklist: Analysis and Recommendation), and also prepared 
the Draft SMP Edits document (also attached). The Planning Commission’s first work session 
was August 1, 2018. On December 12, 2018, the Planning Commission reviewed the drafts and 
directed staff to make minor changes which were considered at a public hearing on January 16, 
2019. Following the public hearing on the Draft SMP Edits document, the Planning Commission 
recommended approval. Staff then forwarded the SMP to Ecology for another review. Ecology 
had only one minor change which was made and is reflected in the version before the Council.    
 
The requirements of the Shoreline Management Act2 mandate that the City’s proposed Shoreline 
Master Program must be approved by the State Department of Ecology prior to taking effect.  
Before approval, the Director of the Department of Ecology must formally conclude that the 
proposed Shoreline Master Program, when implemented over its planning horizon (typically 20 
years), will result in “no net loss of ecological functions necessary to sustain shoreline natural 
functions.” 

                                            
1 Chapter 90.58 RCW. 
2 RCW 90.58.090. 
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Thus, in order to fully implement the SMP in Ruston, approval by the Department of Ecology is 
a prerequisite.3 The review process by the Department of Ecology includes a minimum 30-day 
comment period. The review process at Ecology has been averaging three to six months for 
other jurisdictions. Therefore, rather than pass the SMP by ordinance with an uncertain effective 
date, staff is recommending that the Council instead adopt a resolution expressing its intent to 
adopt the attached SMP and directing staff to submit the SMP draft for approval by the 
Department of Ecology. After review and approval by Ecology, staff will bring back the SMP in 
final ordinance form for consideration and adoption by the City Council. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATION 
N/A 
 
BOARD OR COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Planning Commission recommends approval of the updated Shoreline Master Program for 
the City of Ruston. 
 
RECOMMENDATION / MOTION 
 
It is recommended that Council approve Resolution #699. 
 
MOTION:  I move to approve Resolution #699 to express the Council’s intent to adopt the 

updated Shoreline Master Program upon the State Department of Ecology’s 
approval, directing the Ruston Planning Director to submit the updated Shoreline 
Master Program to the Department of Ecology for review, and directing the City 
Clerk to place the Shoreline Master Program onto the Council agenda for adoption 
by Ordinance after such approval is granted. 

 

                                            
3 RCW 90.58.090. 


