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Attachment B: City of Richland - Ecology Recommended Changes 
Changes in blue are recommended and consistent with SMA (RCW 90.58) policy and the SMP Guidelines (WAC 173-26, Part III). (Note that all references to SMP provisions are based on the 
proposed SMP numbering and naming conventions.) 
 
ITEM PROVISION  BILL FORMAT CHANGES (underline = additions; strikethrough = deletions) RATIONALE 

Rec - 1 26.60.021(B) 
Exceptions and 
allowed uses in 
wetlands 

Agricultural activities that are existing and ongoing.; provided, It is however recommended that 
they implement applicable best management practices (BMPs) contained in the latest editions of 
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Field Office Technical Guide; or develop a farm 
conservation plan in coordination with the local conservation district. BMPs and/or farm plans 
should address potential impacts to wetlands from livestock, nutrient and farm chemicals, soil 
erosion and sediment control and agricultural drainage infrastructure. BMPs and/or farm plans 
should ensure that ongoing agricultural activities minimize their effects on water quality, riparian 
ecology, salmonid populations and wildlife habitat. 

Recommended change: The SMA provides clear protections 
for existing and ongoing agriculture. The stipulation that 
these activities are only approved if they implement BMPs is 
inappropriate (RCW 90.58.065). 

Rec - 2 26.60.022 Wetland 
inventory maps 

Additional guidance may be obtained from a Department of Ecology publication “Focus on Irrigation 
Influenced Wetlands, Publication No. 10-06-015.” Washington State Wetland Rating System for 
Eastern Washington (ECY Pub no. 14-06-030), or as may be amended in the future. 
 

Recommended change: The Washington State Wetland 
Rating System guidance is a more appropriate document to 
cite for determining wetland location and extent. 

Rec - 3 Table 26.60.023 
Rating-categories of 
wetlands 

As set forth in the Washington State Department of Ecology’s Washington State Wetlands Rating 
System for Eastern Washington, Publication No. 04-06-030 14-06-030, as may be amended in the 
future (hereinafter referred to as the Ecology Wetlands Rating System).   

Recommended change: Update to the most recent 
publication - Washington State Department of Ecology’s 
Washington State Wetlands Rating System for Eastern 
Washington, Publication No. 14-06-030. 
 

Rec - 4 26.60.025(F) 
Wetland buffer 
modifications 

F. Low impact land uses and activities (see Table 26.60.024(C)) that are consistent with the purpose 
and function of the wetland buffer and do not detract from its integrity may be permitted within 
the buffer depending on the sensitivity of the wetland. Examples of uses and activities that may be 
permitted in appropriate cases, based on guidance in the Wetlands Guidance for CAO updates, June 
2016, publication No. 16-06-002 October 2022, Publication #22-06-014 and as amended in the 
future, include pervious pedestrian trails, viewing platforms, normal and routine maintenance of 
existing utility easements provided the maintenance and repair does not increase the footprint or 
use of the facility or right-of-way. Uses permitted within the buffer shall be located in the outer 
portion of the buffer as far as possible from the wetland. 

Recommended change: Update to the most recent 
publication - Wetlands Guidance for CAO Updates, October 
2022, Publication #22-06-014. 
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ITEM PROVISION  BILL FORMAT CHANGES (underline = additions; strikethrough = deletions) RATIONALE 

Rec - 5 Table 26.60.028(D) 
Mitigation Ratios for 
Eastern Washington 

1   Ratios for rehabilitation and enhancement may be reduced when combined with 1:1 
replacement through creation or reestablishment. See Table 1b, Wetland Mitigation in Washington 
State – Part 1: Agency Policies and Guidance – Version 1, (Ecology Publication No. 06-06-011a21, 
Olympia, WA, March 2006 21-06-003, or as revised). 
 

Recommended change: Update to the most recent 
publication - Wetland Mitigation in Washington State – Part 
1, Publication #21-06-003. 
 

Rec - 6 26.60.029  
Wetland mitigation 
plan requirements 

26.60.029  Wetland mitigation plan requirements. 
Where it is determined by the city Administrator that compensatory wetland mitigation is required 
or appropriate, a mitigation plan shall be prepared consistent with the provisions below and shall 
also meet the minimum requirements contained in the Wetlands Guidance for CAO Updates: 
Western and Eastern Washington, June 2016, Publication No. 16-06-002 October 2022, Publication 
#22-06-014 and as amended in the future. The purpose of the plan is to prescribe mitigation to 
compensate for impacts to the wetland functions, values, and acreage as a result of the proposed 
action. This plan shall consider the chemical, physical, and biological impacts on the wetland system 
using a recognized wetlands assessment methodology and/or best professional judgment. The 
mitigation plan shall be prepared in two phases, a conceptual phase and a detailed phase. 

Recommended change: Update to the most recent 
publication - Wetlands Guidance for CAO Updates: Western 
and Eastern Washington, Publication #22-06-014 
 

 


