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Brief Description of Proposed Amendment:  
 
The City of Port Townsend has submitted to Ecology for approval, a locally-initiated amendment to 
their Shoreline Master Program (SMP) to comply with Shoreline Management Act (SMA) and SMP 
Guidelines requirements. The amendment to the SMP contains changes to the City’s Critical Areas 
Ordinance (CAO), which is adopted by reference into the SMP.  Additional reports and supporting 
information noted below, are included in the submittal.   
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
Need for amendment. The proposed SMP amendment is needed for consistency with the state-
mandated periodic update of the City’s Critical Areas Ordinance (Port Townsend Municipal Code 
(PTMC) Chapter 19.05) under the Growth Management Act. The CAO is incorporated by reference 
into the SMP as Appendix E. The City’s SMP was comprehensively updated in 2007 and last amended 
in 2012.  
 
SMP provisions to be changed by the amendment as proposed:  The following sections of the Port 
Townsend Shoreline Master Program are amended (specific changes are found in Ordinance 3198): 
 
Table of Contents 
• List of Appendices – replace text with the new Critical Areas Ordinance number and date; 
 
Chapter 6 Environmental Protection 
• 6.1 Introduction - replace text with the new Critical Areas Ordinance number and date; 
• 6.5 Critical Areas - General, 

o Policy 6.5.3 – replace text with the new Critical Areas Ordinance number and date, and clarify 
limitations to the application of CAO within shoreline jurisdiction; 

o Regulation DR-6.5.1 - replace text with the new Critical Areas Ordinance number and date; 
• 6.9 Wetlands, 

o Regulation DR-6.9.1 - replace text to reflect the most current Ecology wetlands guidance; and 
o Regulation DR-6.9.3 – add text to clarify limitations to the application of CAO wetland 

provisions within shoreline jurisdiction, and to reflect the most current Ecology wetlands 
guidance. 

 
Appendix E, Critical Areas Code (PTMC 19.05) – extensive changes throughout the document that are 
mandatory text revisions necessary to reflect state and federal law and to comply with Best Available 
Science; revisions to address locally identified issues; and minor edits for clarification, reorganization 
and elimination of redundant language including the following sections: 

• Section 010 Purpose through Section 130 Bonding and Security; 
• Section 150 Suspension – Revocation through Section 160 Amendments; and  
• Section 180 Assessment Relief. 
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Amendment History, Review Process: The City indicates the proposed SMP amendment originated 
from a local planning process that began February 2015.  The record shows that a public hearing 
before the Planning Commission was held on April 12, 2018.  Affidavits of publication provided by 
the City indicate notice of the hearing was published in the Port Townsend and Jefferson County 
Leader on March 28, 2018.  The City Council then held an open record public hearing on May 7, 2018.  
 
With passage of Ordinance 3198, on May 21, 2018, the City authorized staff to forward the proposed 
amendment to Ecology for approval.  
   
The proposed SMP amendment was received by Ecology for state review and verified as complete on 
July 3, 2018.  Notice of the state comment period was distributed to state task force members and 
interested parties identified by the City on July 24, 2018, in compliance with the requirements of WAC 
173-26-120. The state comment period began on August 1 and continued through August 16, 2018.  
On July 24, 2018, notice of the public comment period was posted on Ecology’s website and interested 
parties were notified by US Mail.  No individuals nor organizations submitted comments on the 
proposed amendment.   
 
Consistency with Chapter 90.58 RCW:  The proposed amendment has been reviewed for 
consistency with the policy of RCW 90.58.020 and the approval criteria of RCW 90.58.090(3), (4) and 
(5). The City has also provided evidence of its compliance with SMA procedural requirements for 
amending their SMP contained in RCW 90.58.090(1) and (2). 
 
Consistency with “applicable guidelines” (Chapter 173-26 WAC, Part III):  The proposed 
amendment has been reviewed for compliance with the requirements of the applicable Shoreline 
Master Program Guidelines (WAC 173-26-171 through 251 and 173-26-020 definitions).  This 
included review of a SMP Submittal Checklist, which was completed by the City.  
 
Consistency with SEPA Requirements:   The City submitted evidence of SEPA compliance in the 
form of a SEPA checklist and issued a Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) on March 28, 2018.  
Notice of the SEPA determination was published in the Port Townsend and Jefferson County Leader 
on March 28, 2018.  Ecology did not comment on the DNS.   
 
Other Studies or Analyses supporting the SMP update:  Ecology also reviewed the following 
reports, studies, map portfolios and data prepared for the City in support of the SMP amendment: 
 

• April 12, 2018 Staff Report to the Port Townsend Planning Commission 
• May 7, 2018 Staff Report to the Port Townsend City Council 

 
 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
After review by Ecology of the complete record submitted, Ecology concludes that the City’s proposed 
SMP amendment is consistent with the policy and standards of RCW 90.58.020 and RCW 90.58.090 
and the applicable SMP guidelines (WAC 173-26-171 through 251 and .020 definitions).   
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Ecology concludes that the City has complied with the requirements of RCW 90.58.100 regarding the 
SMP amendment process and contents. 
 
Ecology concludes that the City has complied with the requirements of RCW 90.58.130 and WAC 
173-26-090 regarding public and agency involvement in the SMP update and amendment process.  
 
Ecology concludes that the City has complied with the purpose and intent of the local amendment 
process requirements contained in WAC 173-26-100, including conducting open public hearings, 
notice, consultation with parties of interest and solicitation of comments from tribes, government 
agencies and Ecology. 
 
Ecology concludes that the City has complied with requirements of Chapter 43.21C RCW, the State 
Environmental Policy Act. 
 
Ecology concludes that the City's SMP amendment submittal to Ecology was complete pursuant to the 
requirements of WAC 173-26-110 and WAC 173-26-201(3)(a) and (h) requiring a SMP Submittal 
Checklist.  
 
Ecology concludes that it has complied with the procedural requirements for state review and approval 
of shoreline master program amendments as set forth in RCW 90.58.090 and WAC 173-26-120. 
 
DECISION AND EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
Based on the preceding, Ecology has determined the proposed local amendment of the SMP is 
consistent with the policy of the Shoreline Management Act, the applicable Guidelines and 
implementing rules. The City may choose to adopt the recommended changes in Attachment B.  
Pursuant to RCW 90.58.090(2)(e), the City must notify Ecology of the approval or denial of the 
recommended changes.  Ecology approval of the proposed amendment is effective 14 days from 
Ecology’s final action approving the amendment.  
 
As provided in RCW 90.58.090(2)(e)(ii) the City may choose to submit an alternative to all or part of 
the changes recommended by Ecology.  If Ecology determines that the alternative proposal is 
consistent with the purpose and intent of Ecology’s original changes and with RCW 90.58, then the 
department shall approve the alternative proposal and that action shall be the final action.  
 


