STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504-7600 * 360-407-6000

February 2, 2026

The Honorable Jon Neal
Okanogan County

123 Fifth Avenue N. Room 150
Okanogan, WA 98841

Re: Okanogan County Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Amendment — Conditional
Approval

Dear Chairperson Neal:

| am pleased to provide Ecology’s conditional approval of the Okanogan County (County) Shoreline
Master Program periodic review amendment. | would like to take this opportunity to commend
the County for its efforts in developing the proposed SMP amendment. It is obvious that a
significant effort was invested.

Ecology conditionally approves the Okanogan County SMP periodic review amendment.

The findings and conclusions that support this decision are contained in Attachment A. Ecology
finds the County’s program consistent with the policy and procedural requirements of the
Shoreline Management Act (RCW 90.58) and its implementing rules. However, in response to
comments received from Methow Valley Citizens Council and Futurewise and based on a 2017
Court Ordered Stipulation for the County to implement a public facing permit tracking software
program, Ecology has worked extensively with County staff to prepare recommended changes
at the request of the Planning Department. The specific changes recommended for inclusion
into the SMP are detailed in Attachment B. Ecology has incorporated the proposed
amendments into a Recommended Changes document as part of Ecology’s final approval. The
County can accept the changes if they choose. The recommendations are included in
Attachment B — Ecology Recommended Changes.

Pursuant to RCW 90.58.090(2)(e), at this point, the County may:
e Agree to the proposed recommended changes, or
e Submit an alternative proposal. Ecology will then review each alternative submitted for
consistency with the purpose and intent of the changes originally submitted by Ecology
and with the Shoreline Management Act (SMA)
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e Retain existing language in the SMP as submitted to Ecology.

Please provide your initial response to our SMA policy lead at misty.blair@ecy.wa.gov within 30
days.

Final Ecology approval will occur after the County responds to Ecology, communicating the
County’s decision on the recommended changes. Ecology’s final approval will be in the form of
a letter and will be sent upon receipt of the County’s decision to include or decline Ecology’s
recommended changes, or after we have reached agreement on alternative language.

Thank you again for your efforts. We look forward to receiving your written response and
concluding this SMP periodic review amendment process in the near future.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss the recommended changes, please contact
our regional planner, Lennard Jordan, at Lennard.Jordan@ecy.wa.gov or 509-406-5202.

Sincerely,

@Mﬁ%pww

Casey D. Sixkiller
Director

Enclosures

ec: Kurt Danison, Okanogan County
Stephanie Palmer, Okanogan County
Lennard Jordan, Ecology
Lori White, Ecology
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