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Dear Casey,

The City of Issaquah accepts all required and recommended changes to the Shoreline Master Program (SMP) as outlined in the
Washington State Department of Ecology’s conditional approval letter dated February 18, 2025.

The updated SMP incorporates all identified changes, which were reviewed and formally adopted by the Issaquah City Council. The
adopting ordinance was transmitted to the Department of Ecology via email on May 8, 2025.

With these updates, the Locally Initiated Amendment process for the City’s SMP is now fully consistent with the Shoreline
Management Act.

Please let us know if any further documentation or action is required.

Sincerely,

Douglas Yormick
Environmental Planner
Community Planning and Development
130 East Sunset Way
Issaquah, WA 98027
425.837.3083
dougy@issaquahwa.gov

Disclaimer: The above comments rely on certain assumptions and do not consider all factors which may impact
development on the property, including the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), traffic and water requirements,
fire codes, building codes, etc.  In addition, the specific development regulations referenced above may be
amended.  You should consult with professionals regarding your situation to verify all conclusions based on the
same set of assumptions as the city.

From: Bush, Heather (ECY)
Sent: Thursday, May 8, 2025 15:56
To: Doug Yormick
Subject: RE: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –

Thank you, Doug! The next steps is you will need to send a letter to Ecology’s Director accepting the changes (see Step 1 below).
Then Ecology sends a letter acknowledging the City’s acceptance of the changes and the SMP will become effective 14 days from
the date of that letter which is when you can post the new version to the City’s website (see Step 2 below):

 
1. The City provides a formal response to Ecology, typically this is an email to the Director (cc’ing Ecology planner) either

accepting the changes or providing alternatives. I can provide an example email from another jurisdiction to our director if it

helps. Please attach the local adopted SMP + adopting ordinance to the email.

2. Ecology sends a letter acknowledging the City’s acceptance of the changes and the SMP locally initiated amendment

becomes effective 14 days from the date of that letter.

3. Ecology publishes a legal ad notifying the public that it has taken final action on the amendment, which initiates a 60-day

appeal period to the GMHB (the SMP still goes into effect regardless of an appeal).

4. Absent any appeals, Ecology sends a legal ad. The city sends Ecology a final clean copy of the SMP that we post on our
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5. The City of Issaquah Critical Areas Regulations ( Ordinance No. 3019, adopted May 1,
2023, codified under Chapters 18.802.010 through 18.802.510) of this Master

Programi‘are herein incorporated into the Program except as noted below:









website & save for the record.

 
Let me know if you have any questions,

 
 
Heather Bush (she/her pronouns)
Shoreline Planner|Shorelands & Environmental Assistance Program I Southwest Region|WA Department of Ecology
Cell: 425-417-6982| hkos461@ecy.wa.gov
 
This communication is public record and may be subject to disclosure as per the Washington State Public Records Act, RCW 42.56.

 
 
From: Doug Yormick <DougY@issaquahwa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 8, 2025 3:43 PM
To: Bush, Heather (ECY) <hkos461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Subject: Re: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
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Heather,
 
That's an easy fix. Attached are the corrected clean versions. 
 
Are we able to use the new version now? I'd like to get it on the website. 
 
Douglas Yormick
Environmental Planner
Community Planning and Development
130 East Sunset Way
Issaquah, WA 98027
425.837.3083
dougy@issaquahwa.gov

Disclaimer: The above comments rely on certain assumptions and do not consider all factors which may impact
development on the property, including the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), traffic and water requirements, fire
codes, building codes, etc.  In addition, the specific development regulations referenced above may be amended.  You
should consult with professionals regarding your situation to verify all conclusions based on the same set of assumptions
as the city.
 
 

From: Bush, Heather (ECY)
Sent: Thursday, May 8, 2025 13:43
To: Doug Yormick
Subject: RE: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
 
Hi Doug,
 
Thank you for sending this! The clean copy & ordinance look good, just one thing. The required change in Attachment B
says, “…this Master Program are herein incorporated by reference into the Program except as noted below:” and the clean
copy & ordinance omit “by reference” (see highlighted below).
 
Since the 18.802 critical area regs are included as Appendix A, “by reference” isn’t accurate so it’s probably for the best
that it was omitted. Would the City be amenable to a quick clerical fix to change the phrase to “included as Appendix A”? It
would not require formal process.
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You can send a letter/email to the Director (cc’ing me) accepting the changes. The email to the Director can come from
you. It can be a very simple, something in the body of the email like, “The City accepts all recommended and required
changes to the amended SMP. Please see local adopting ordinance No. 3089 attached and the amended draft SMP for your
files” or it can be a more formal acceptance w/ City logo/letterhead.
 
Let me know if you have any questions about any of this,
 
 
Heather Bush (she/her pronouns)
Shoreline Planner|Shorelands & Environmental Assistance Program I Southwest Region|WA Department of Ecology
Cell: 425-417-6982| hkos461@ecy.wa.gov
 
This communication is public record and may be subject to disclosure as per the Washington State Public Records Act, RCW 42.56.
 
 
From: Doug Yormick <DougY@issaquahwa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 8, 2025 11:36 AM
To: Bush, Heather (ECY) <hkos461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Subject: Re: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
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Heather,
 
My apologies on the delay getting this material to you. Attached is the ordinance approving the required and recommended edits to
the SMP and a clean version in both word and pdf formats. Let me know if there is additional information you need to get final
approval from Ecology. 
 
Douglas Yormick
Environmental Planner
Community Planning and Development
130 East Sunset Way
Issaquah, WA 98027
425.837.3083
dougy@issaquahwa.gov

Disclaimer: The above comments rely on certain assumptions and do not consider all factors which may impact
development on the property, including the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), traffic and water requirements, fire
codes, building codes, etc.  In addition, the specific development regulations referenced above may be amended.  You
should consult with professionals regarding your situation to verify all conclusions based on the same set of assumptions
as the city.
 
 

From: Bush, Heather (ECY)
Sent: Tuesday, April 8, 2025 14:15
To: Doug Yormick
Subject: RE: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
 
I’m glad it’s making its way to Council. Thank you for the update, Doug!
 
Heather Bush (she/her pronouns)
Shoreline Planner|Shorelands & Environmental Assistance Program I Southwest Region|WA Department of Ecology
Cell: 425-417-6982| hkos461@ecy.wa.gov
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This communication is public record and may be subject to disclosure as per the Washington State Public Records Act, RCW 42.56.
 
 
From: Doug Yormick <DougY@issaquahwa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, April 8, 2025 2:03 PM
To: Bush, Heather (ECY) <hkos461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Subject: Re: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
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Heather,
 
Thank you for reaching out. Not yet. We took the SMP amendments to our Planning Policy Commission late last month. They
unanimously recommended approval to the City Council. We are scheduled for Council action on April 21st.
 
Douglas Yormick
Environmental Planner
Community Planning and Development
130 East Sunset Way
Issaquah, WA 98027
425.837.3083
dougy@issaquahwa.gov

Disclaimer: The above comments rely on certain assumptions and do not consider all factors which may impact
development on the property, including the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), traffic and water requirements, fire
codes, building codes, etc.  In addition, the specific development regulations referenced above may be amended.  You
should consult with professionals regarding your situation to verify all conclusions based on the same set of assumptions
as the city.
 
 

From: Bush, Heather (ECY)
Sent: Tuesday, April 8, 2025 13:53
To: Doug Yormick
Subject: RE: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
 
Hi Doug,
 
I hope you’re well! I’m wondering if Council has adopted an ordinance yet? Let me know if you have questions or would like me
to take a look at the ordinance or letter to the Director or anything at all.
 
Best,
 
 
Heather Bush (she/her pronouns)
Shoreline Planner|Shorelands & Environmental Assistance Program I Southwest Region|WA Department of Ecology
Cell: 425-417-6982| hkos461@ecy.wa.gov
 
This communication is public record and may be subject to disclosure as per the Washington State Public Records Act, RCW 42.56.
 
 
From: Doug Yormick <DougY@issaquahwa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2025 1:39 PM
To: Bush, Heather (ECY) <hkos461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Subject: Re: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
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Heather,
 
Thanks for your insights on your recommended process and for the draft letter. I have begun our agenda bill process to bring our
SMP edits to Council. The date will be March 17th. Following Council's decision I'll provide all the information you seek to
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formally adopt our amendments. 
 
Douglas Yormick
Environmental Planner
Community Planning and Development
130 East Sunset Way
Issaquah, WA 98027
425.837.3083
dougy@issaquahwa.gov

Disclaimer: The above comments rely on certain assumptions and do not consider all factors which may impact
development on the property, including the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), traffic and water requirements, fire
codes, building codes, etc.  In addition, the specific development regulations referenced above may be amended.  You
should consult with professionals regarding your situation to verify all conclusions based on the same set of assumptions
as the city.
 
 
 

From: Bush, Heather (ECY) <hkos461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 14:23
To: Doug Yormick <DougY@issaquahwa.gov>
Subject: RE: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
 
Hi Doug,
 
Our best practice and strong recommendation is that the City adopts the changes in an ordinance, so you have a record of
what is in effect and has been approved by Ecology, as well as to ensure that what the City has matches what we have on
record. We strongly recommend that Council takes action to formally approve these changes. It could be a one-line
ordinance that refers to the changes in our decision. Ideally, the City would take legislative action then send the ordinance
along with the letter to us, then we issue our final approval. That avoids the awkwardness of having an SMP that is
effective before the date of the adopting ordinance.
 
To clarify, once we sent rec & required changes, did you incorporate them into your version of the SMP? If so, you can
send that along with a letter that says you agree to the changes. We strongly recommend that City Council still takes action
to adopt our changes.
 
The email to the Director can come from you. It can be a very simple, something in the body of the email like, “The City
accepts all recommended and required changes to the amended SMP. Please see local adopting ordinance No. __ attached
and the amended draft SMP for your files” or it can be a more formal acceptance w/ City logo/letterhead (see attached
example).
 
Please let me know if you’d like to set up a time to talk through this.  
 
 
Heather Bush (she/her pronouns)
Shoreline Planner|Shorelands & Environmental Assistance Program I Southwest Region|WA Department of Ecology
Cell: 425-417-6982| hkos461@ecy.wa.gov
 
This communication is public record and may be subject to disclosure as per the Washington State Public Records Act, RCW 42.56.
 
 
From: Doug Yormick <DougY@issaquahwa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 3:08 PM
To: Bush, Heather (ECY) <hkos461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Subject: Re: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
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Heather,
 
Thank you for the summary of next steps. As we've discussed previously the City accepts all the changes, including the
recommended changes. Those changes were made in the draft SMP after I received your preliminary comments in 2024.  
 
Could you provide an example email from another jurisdiction? Also, does it matter who the email comes from or should it come
from our department director? 
 
We've received direction these changes are minor and won't require additional Council approval. I'll send the previous adopting
ordinance with the revised SMP and formal response letter. 
 
Douglas Yormick
Environmental Planner
Community Planning and Development
130 East Sunset Way
Issaquah, WA 98027
425.837.3083
dougy@issaquahwa.gov

Disclaimer: The above comments rely on certain assumptions and do not consider all factors which may impact
development on the property, including the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), traffic and water requirements, fire
codes, building codes, etc.  In addition, the specific development regulations referenced above may be amended.  You
should consult with professionals regarding your situation to verify all conclusions based on the same set of assumptions
as the city.
 

From: Bush, Heather (ECY) <hkos461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Sent: Friday, February 21, 2025 13:30
To: Doug Yormick <DougY@issaquahwa.gov>
Subject: RE: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
 
Hi Doug,
 
I hope you’re well! I thought it might help to follow up & summarize next steps (see below). They’re also mentioned in the
conditional approval letter, so please let me know if you have any questions about them.
 

1. The City provides a formal response to Ecology, typically this is an email to the Director (cc’ing Ecology planner)
either accepting the changes or providing alternatives. I can provide an example email from another jurisdiction to
our director if it helps. Please attach the local adopted SMP (with redline/track changes) + adopting ordinance to the
email.

2. Ecology sends a letter acknowledging the City’s acceptance of the changes and the SMP locally initiated amendment
becomes effective 14 days from the date of that letter.

3. Ecology publishes a legal ad notifying the public that it has taken final action on the amendment, which initiates a
60-day appeal period to the GMHB (the SMP still goes into effect regardless of an appeal).

4. Absent any appeals, Ecology sends a legal ad. The city sends Ecology a final clean copy of the SMP that we post on
our website & save for the record.

 
Thank you for your patience with the process.
 
Best,
 
 
Heather Bush (she/her pronouns)
Shoreline Planner|Shorelands & Environmental Assistance Program I Southwest Region|WA Department of Ecology
Cell: 425-417-6982| hkos461@ecy.wa.gov
 
This communication is public record and may be subject to disclosure as per the Washington State Public Records Act, RCW 42.56.
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From: Chandler, Jackie (ECY) <jcha461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2025 5:27 AM
To: Mayor@issaquahwa.gov
Cc: Dougy@issaquahwa.gov; Bush, Heather (ECY) <hkos461@ECY.WA.GOV>; Blair, Misty (ECY) <mbla461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Subject: City of Issaquah Shoreline Master Program Locally Initiated Amendment –
 
Dear Mayor Pauly,
 
The Washington State Department of Ecology is pleased to provide you with the attached letter of conditional approval on your
SMP locally initiated amendment. This correspondence will be sent via email only. Please see the letter and attachment for full
decision and next steps.
 
If you have any questions, please contact Heather Bush at Heather.Bush@ecy.wa.gov  or 425-417-6982.
 
Thank you,
Jackie Chandler
Shoreline Administrator
Jackie.chandler@ecy.wa.gov
360-522-3927
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