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SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM PERIODIC REVIEW

Periodic Review Checklist 
This document is intended for use by counties, cities and towns subject to the Shoreline 
Management Act (SMA) to conduct the “periodic review” of their Shoreline Master Programs 
(SMPs). This review is intended to keep SMPs current with amendments to state laws or rules, 
changes to local plans and regulations, and changes to address local circumstances, new 
information or improved data. The review is required under the SMA at RCW 90.58.080(4). 
Ecology’s rule outlining procedures for conducting these reviews is at WAC 173-26-090.

This checklist summarizes amendments to state law, rules and applicable updated guidance 
adopted between 2007 and 2019 that may trigger the need for local SMP amendments during 
periodic reviews. 

How to use this checklist
See the associated Periodic Review Checklist Guidance for a description of each item, relevant 
links, review considerations, and example language. 

At the beginning of the periodic review, use the review column to document review 
considerations and determine if local amendments are needed to maintain compliance. See 
WAC 173-26-090(3)(b)(i).

Ecology recommends reviewing all items on the checklist. Some items on the checklist prior to 
the local SMP adoption may be relevant.

At the end of your review process, use the checklist as a final summary identifying your final 
action, indicating where the SMP addresses applicable amended laws, or indicate where no 
action is needed. See WAC 173-26-090(3)(d)(ii)(D), and WAC 173-26-110(9)(b).

Local governments should coordinate with their assigned Ecology regional planner for more 
information on how to use this checklist and conduct the periodic review.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.58.080
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-26-090
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Shoreline-coastal-management/Shoreline-coastal-planning/Contacts
PattiPapetti
Text Box
EXHIBIT 2



Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Checklist  2
July 2019

Prepared By Jurisdiction Date

Row Summary of change Review Action

2019
a. OFM adjusted the cost threshold 

for building freshwater docks 
SMP identifies exemption cost 
thresholds for building 
freshwater docks of $10,000 
and $2,500 for subsequent 
construction cocurring within 
five years of the completion of 
prior construction.  

Relevant Section: FMC 
20.25.030 A (10) (2021 draft 
numbering)

Mandatory: Revise cost 
threshold above which 
construction of a freshwater 
dock will required a 
Substantial Development 
Permit (SDP) to refer to the 
update dollar thresholds 
and/or WAC defintition as 
adjusted by OFM every five 
years. Modified requirements 
for subsequent construction 
to require SDP if subsequent 
construction occurs within five 
years (no dollar value 
threshold identified for 
subsequent improvements)

b. The Legislature removed the 
requirement for a shoreline 
permit for disposal of dredged 
materials at Dredged Material 
Management Program sites 
(applies to 9 jurisdictions)

Not applicable.  The City of 
Ferndale does not have any 
open water disposal sites 
managed by the Dredged 
Material Management 
Program (DMMP). 

Modification to 20.55.280 B 5 
(d) removed, requiring a 
shoreline conditional use 
permit for disposal of dredged 
material in accordance with 
DNR Dredge Material 
Management Program. 

c. The Legislature added restoring 
native kelp, eelgrass beds and 
native oysters as fish habitat 
enhancement projects.

SMP did not include reference 
to these elements, which are 
predominantly associated 
with marine shorelines.  

Modification to 20.25.030 20c 
(Exemptions) to reference 
RCW 77.55.181: project 
primarily designed to improve 
fish and wildlife habitat 
consistent with RCW 
77.55.181 (is exempt).

2017
a. OFM adjusted the cost threshold 

for substantial development to 
$7,047.

SMP accurately references 
threshold limit

No action required.

b. Ecology permit rules clarified the 
definition of “development” 
does not include dismantling or 
removing structures.

SMP does not incorporate 
clarification made by Ecology 
permit rules to the definition 
of “development.  

Relevant Section: FMC 
20.10.000 (Development 

Modification to 20.10.000: 
“for the purposes of this 
program, “Development” does 
not include dismantling or 
removing structures if there is 
no other associated 
development or re-
development.”
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Row Summary of change Review Action
Definition, numbering per 
2021 draft SMP)

c. Ecology adopted rules clarifying 
exceptions to local review under 
the SMA.

The existing SMP did not 
address exceptions under the 
WAC.  

A new section (FMC 20.25.035 
Developments Not Required 
to Obtain Shoreline Permits or 
Other Reviews – draft 
numbering convention -) has 
been added to list remedial 
actions, boatyard 
improvements, WSDOT 
improvements, environmental 
excellence projects, and 
Energy Facility Site Evaluation 
Council process.

d. Ecology amended rules clarifying 
permit filing procedures 
consistent with a 2011 statute.

Needs a lot of work

e. Ecology amended forestry use 
regulations to clarify that forest 
practices that only involves 
timber cutting are not SMA 
“developments” and do not 
require SDPs. 

The existing SMP did not have 
a forest practices section and 
did not address this issue

New section (draft numbering 
convention) FMC 20.55.135 
Forest Practices Added based 
on City of Vancouver WA.  
Section 5 added pursuant to 
Ecology guidance.

f. Ecology clarified the SMA does 
not apply to lands under 
exclusive federal jurisdiction

The existing SMP did not 
include a statement 
referencing exclusive federal 
jurisdiction

A new section 20.05.060 (draft 
numbering convention) has 
been added: Applicability and 
Designation of Shorelines of 
Statewide Significance.  Now 
includes a subsection not 
requiring, but encouraging, 
Native American tribes on 
tribal lands, or federal agency 
actions on lands under 
exclusive federal jurisdiction 
to comply. 

g. Ecology clarified “default” 
provisions for nonconforming 
uses and development. 

The existing SMP includes 
nonconforming language 
(FMC 20.60).  As per WAC 173-
27-080, the provisions of -080 
apply when an SMP does not 
contain locally adopted 
standards.

No amendment required; 
misc. text changes will be 
considered for readability, 
conformance with existing 
FMC nonconforming 
requirements. 

h. Ecology adopted rule 
amendments to clarify the scope 

Existing Planning 
Commission/update authority 
section is significantly dated, 

New section FMC 20.10.040 
(Draft numbering convention) 
added to include references to 
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Row Summary of change Review Action
and process for conducting 
periodic reviews. 

does not include reference to 
periodic review process.

RCW 90.58.080 (4) and WAC 
173-26-090.

i. Ecology adopted a new rule 
creating an optional SMP 
amendment process that allows 
for a shared local/state public 
comment period. 

Existing SMP did not include 
reference to this amendment.

Section FMC 20.10.040 (Draft 
numbering convention) added 
to include references to WAC 
173-26-104.

j. Submittal to Ecology of proposed 
SMP amendments.

Anticipated Spring 2021

2016
a. The Legislature created a new 

shoreline permit exemption for 
retrofitting existing structure to 
comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

Existing SMP did not include 
exemption reference

New exemption added (#22) 
to provide exemption for ADA 
compliance (Draft Numbering 
Convention 20.25.040).

b. Ecology updated wetlands 
critical areas guidance including 
implementation guidance for the 
2014 wetlands rating system.

City updates reflect 
modifications to the City’s 
Critical Areas Ordinance (FMC 
16.08) – various locations.  

City does not recommend 
further action, pending 
Ecology review and 
recommendations.

2015
a. The Legislature adopted a 90-day 

target for local review of 
Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) 
projects. 

The existing SMP does not 
include this provision, nor is it 
required.  The City generally 
reviews state projects in the 
same manner as it would 
private projects.

No action required. 

2014
a. The Legislature created a new 

definition and policy for floating 
on-water residences legally 
established before 7/1/2014.

N/A: there are no floating on-
water residences within the 
City of Ferndale or the City’s 
shoreline jurisdiction

No action required.

2012
a. The Legislature amended the 

SMA to clarify SMP appeal 
procedures. 

The existing SMP does not 
have a clear provisions for 
appeals of amendments to the 
SMP

A new section FMC 20.15.115 
(Draft numbering convention) 
has been added specifying 
that appeals of Administrative 
and Hearing Examiner 
decisions shall be pursuant to 
existing Ferndale Municipal 
Code policies; appeals of 
amendments shall be to the 
Washington State Growth 
Management Hearings Board, 
as Ferndale/Whatcom County 
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Row Summary of change Review Action
are required to fully plan 
under GMA.

2011
a. Ecology adopted a rule requiring 

that wetlands be delineated in 
accordance with the approved 
federal wetland delineation 
manual.

FMC 20.55.140 B requires that 
wetlands be delineated in 
accordance with FMC 16.08.  
FMC 16.08 defines delineation 
as being per the most recent 
edition of the USAC Wetland 
Delineation Manual.

No action required. 

b. Ecology adopted rules for new 
commercial geoduck 
aquaculture.

Not applicable in the City of 
Ferndale

No action required.

c. The Legislature created a new 
definition and policy for floating 
homes permitted or legally 
established prior to January 1, 
2011.

Not applicable in the City of 
Ferndale

No action required. 

d. The Legislature authorizing a new 
option to classify existing 
structures as conforming.

Existing SMP does not include 
this optional language. 

While there are no known 
residential structures in the 
City landward of the OHWM, 
reference to RCW 90.58.620 
has been added as 20.60.10 A 
(1) (Draft numbering 
convention).

2010
a. The Legislature adopted Growth 

Management Act – Shoreline 
Management Act clarifications.

Existing SMP did not clarify 
relationship between GMA 
and Shoreline re: Critical Areas

Section 20.55.140 (Draft 
numbering convention) 
amended to document that 
FMC 16.08 shall apply to 
critical areas in shoreline 
jurisdiction unless Ecology 
approves an SMP specifically 
stating otherwise. 

2009
a. The Legislature created new 

“relief” procedures for instances 
in which a shoreline restoration 
project within a UGA creates a 
shift in Ordinary High Water 
Mark. 

Existing SMP did not include 
relief procedures as described.

Section 20.55.330 (Draft 
numbering convention): 
Adverse Impacts and 
Mitigation Added.  Includes 
subsection E, describing this 
relief. 
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Row Summary of change Review Action
b. Ecology adopted a rule for 

certifying wetland mitigation 
banks. 

The SMP as amended 
references FMC 16.08 as the 
basis for critical area reviews 
and regulations.  FMC 
16.08.330 contains language 
consistent with wetland 
mitigation bank rules.

No action required.

c. The Legislature added moratoria 
authority and procedures to the 
SMA.

Not included in the SMP, and 
not required by the State.  The 
City retains the authority to 
adopt moratoria whether or 
not it is included in the SMP.

No action required.

2007
a. The Legislature clarified options 

for defining "floodway" as either 
the area that has been 
established in FEMA maps, or the 
floodway criteria set in the SMA.

FMC 20.10.000 (Draft 
Numbering Convention) did 
not clarify the basis for 
floodway designation.

Modification made to FMC 
20.10.000 (Definition of 
Floodway) basing such 
designation on FEMA FIRM.

b. Ecology amended rules to clarify 
that comprehensively updated 
SMPs shall include a list and map 
of streams and lakes that are in 
shoreline jurisdiction. 

Existing SMP includes a list of 
streams.

Modification made to FMC 
20.05.060 (Draft numbering 
convention): Applicability and 
Designation of Shorelines of 
State-Wide Significance.  
Lakes and streams are listed; 
the Nooksack River is called 
out as the only water body of 
statewide significance.

c. Ecology’s rule listing statutory 
exemptions from the 
requirement for an SDP was 
amended to include fish habitat 
enhancement projects that 
conform to the provisions of 
RCW 77.55.181.

Included in draft SMP.  Draft 
SMP Exemptions Section FMC 
20.25.050 21 (d) (Draft 
Numbering Convention) 

Additional amendments

Modify this section, as needed, to reflect additional review issues and related amendments. 
The summary of change could be about Comprehensive Plan and Development regulations, 
changes to local circumstance, new information, or improved data.

Two example formats:
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SMP section Summary of change Review Action
Various/Thro
ughout

Formatting: Converted SMP to 
reflect Ferndale Municipal Code 
numbering and formatting 
conventions, reformatted SMP to 
provide a more-logical 
organization for regulation and 
applicant use.

Full reformatting of SMP

Various/Thro
ughout

Critical Areas Ordinance 
References.  The Critical Areas 
Ordinance (FMC 16.08) was 
adopted following the adoption of 
the existing SMP.  The existing 
SMP does not provide specific 
reference to the CAO, and often 
duplicates requirements or 
provides inconsistent information.

Added reference to FMC 16.08, 
removes SMP-specific critical 
areas references

20.15.135 
Appeals, 
Also 
Statement of 
Exemption

References FMC 14.11, adopted in 
2006 and providing standardized 
language/processes for various 
permitting functions and 
processes including appeals 
processes.

Added references to FMC 14.11

Various/Thro
ughout, 

20.15.040

Replaced Planning Commission 
functions for the review of 
shoreline applications with the 
Hearing Examiner.  The Hearing 
Examiner process was adopted by 
the City of Ferndale after the 
existing SMP was adopted.

Modified Planning Commission 
roles and responsibilities 
(generally modifications to the 
SMP), expanded Hearing 
Examiner responsibilities

20.55.020 B 
(3)

Modified to reflect Floodplain 
Management requirements (FMC 
15.24); the Floodplain 
Management Chapter was 
extensively updated in 2006, 
2008, 2011, 2017, and 2019.

Where applicable, changes 
made to reflect floodplain 
requirements

Various/Thro
ughout

References added to Parks, 
Recreation, and Trails Master Plan 
as the primary authority for 
planned parks, recreation, and 
trails facilities in the City and 
within shoreline jurisdiction

References to Parks, 
Recreation, and Trails Master 
Plan added throughout.

20.65 
Enforcement

References added for FMC 1.12, 
the City’s “global” enforcement 
chapter, replacing some but not 
all enforcement mechanisms 
within the SMP

Certain enforcement 
mechanisms provided via the 
Act have been retained, in 
addition to those described in 
FMC 1.12.
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SMP section Summary of change Review Action
Environment
al 
Designations 
(all)

Modification to height 
requirements, reverting to 
underlying zone but requiring 
view preservation review for 
structures above 35’

As described.  The City has 
determined that height 
reductions within shoreline 
jurisdiction were for the 
purpose of preserving views of 
the shoreline.  However, views 
of the shoreline are 
limited/eliminated almost 
immediately, due to the 
subterranean nature of the 
river itself.  

Environment
al 
Designations 
(all) 

Reduced lot coverage restrictions 
in most environmental categories.  
Increased lot coverage restrictions 
in the Conservancy Zone

Per the Act, Lot 
Coverage 
restrictions 
(generally for the 
purpose of 
reducing 
impervious 
surfaces) are 
required in the 
Conservancy 
Zone, but the 
City maintained 
restrictive lot 
coverage in all 
zones.  The 
existing 
Conservancy 
Zone maintained 
a 20% lot 
coverage, above 
the State 
requirement of 
10%.

Conservancy Zone restrictions 
increased from 20% to 10% 
maximum lot coverage, all 
other zones were decreased by 
~50%.

Stormwater 
References 
(throughout) 

The City has adopted the 
Washington State Department of 
Ecology Stormwater Manual, 
which requires Low Impact 
Development stormwater 
approaches within the 100 Year 
Floodplain of the Nooksack River, 
affecting the vast majority of 
Shoreline Jurisdiction

Removed outdated references 
to stormwater provisions that 
were generally less restrictive 
than what is currently required 
by FMC 15.24 and the City’s 
Stormwater regulations.

Public/Instit
utional Zone 

The City adopted the 
Public/Institutional Zone, which 
provides additional development 

No specific changes made.
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SMP section Summary of change Review Action
established 
(2010)

restrictions on public parcels 
throughout the City and within 
Shoreline jurisdiction, including 
Vanderyacht Park, Pioneer Park, 
and the Centennial Riverwalk

Centennial 
Riverwalk 
Constructed 
(2007)

The Centennial Riverwalk was 
constructed in 2007, establishing 
public access along the riverfront 
in that location

No specific changes made 
beyond general references to 
the Riverwalk throughout.

SMP Maps 
(pending)

The existing SMP references a 
hybrid floodplain and floodway 
area that was created by 
coordinating with Whatcom 
County River and Flood and the 
City of Ferndale in anticipation of 
a potential change in floodplain 
modeling (2005, 2006). This 
potential change in modeling 
never occurred and will not occur.

References to FEMA Floodway 
and Floodplain will revert to 
adopted FEMA maps (Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps), as may 
be updated in the future.  

General 
Commercial 
and 
Manufacturi
ng 
Conservancy 
Designations

Existing SMP includes two 
subsections of the Conservancy 
Zone, ostensibly to identify areas 
with additional critical areas.  The 
adoption of the Critical Areas 
Ordinance and associated critical 
area mapping functions 
eliminated the need for this 
additional identification; the two 
subsections of the Conservancy 
Zone did not provide any 
additional process or guidance

General Commercial and 
Manufacturing Conservancy 
Zones eliminated, reverting to 
Conservancy.  All references 
eliminated, mapping changed 
to reflect.

Restoration 
Plan

The Restoration Plan (an 
associated appendix) was severely 
dated and functionally unusable.

The Restoration Plan will not 
be included in the revisions to 
the document; the City intends 
to develop a new Restoration 
Plan prior to 2025.  No 
functional change to the SMP 
will occur/ the Shoreline 
Jurisdiction will not have any 
lesser protections as a result.

Closure and 
sale of 
Riverside 
Golf Course

The existing plan anticipated the 
pending closure of the Riverside 
Golf Course, occupying a 
substantial portion of the east 
bank of the Nooksack River.  The 
SMP appeared to anticipate public 

Modifications made to reflect 
changes in ownership, 
including the elimination of the 
Restoration Plan (which 
anticipated utilizing the golf 
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SMP section Summary of change Review Action
acquisition of the property, in 
whole or in part.  The golf course 
did close and was subsequently 
purchased by a private party who 
has submitted land use 
applications that would develop a 
portion but would leave the 
possibility of future public or 
private restoration activities to 
take place.

course property for restoration 
activities).  

Various – 
referring to 
FMC 16.08

In 2017 the City of Ferndale made 
several changes to the SMP for the 
purpose of reflecting 
modifications to the City’s Critical 
Areas Ordinance that were 
required by the Washington State 
Department of Ecology.  The 
changes to the SMP were 
intended to make reference to the 
Critical Areas Ordinance (as noted 
above, the original SMP did not 
make such reference as it pre-
dated the adoption of the original 
CAO).  As this 2017 update to the 
SMP was not further reviewed by 
Ecology, the changes made in 
2017 (as amended in 2021) are 
part of this review.

2017 update (not reviewed by 
Ecology): made reference to 
the City’s Critical Areas 
Ordinance as a primary control 
for wetland protection and 
mitigation within Shoreline 
jurisdiction. 

Storm and Flood Program History
Year Action Comment
1982 Ord. 660 Establishes a fee on subdivisions of 

land and creates storm drainage improvement 
fund (Repealed by 2145)

Creates utility fund and $0.005 per 
square foot fee upon division of land or 
development of lot, tract, or parcel 
greater than 1 acre

1991 Ord. 942 Waste disposal and erosion/sediment 
controls (Repealed by 1110)

Clearing, grading, filling, construction, 
or development projects required to 
comply with “Waste Disposal and 
Erosion/Sediment Control Methods, 
AGC Water Quality Manual”

1993 Comprehensive Flood Management Plan Also contains stormwater information
1995 Ord.1103 Creating Ch. 15.36, adopting by 

reference the City of Ferndale development 
standards (Repealed by 1397)

Adopts development standards

2003 Ord. 1311 Amends § 13.24.070(A)(3) and (B), 
sewer service charges (Repealed by 2145) 

Revises division and development 
definition and fee $0.05 per square foot 
development fee
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2003 Ord. 1315 Amends § 13.24.070(A)(3) and (B), 
sewer service charges (Repealed by 2145)

Revises division and development 
definition and fee $0.05 per square foot 
development fee and $250 per SFR or 
duplex building permit

2005 Stormwater Comprehensive Plan October 18,2005 Final Draft
2006 Ord. 1389 Adds Ch. 13.40, storm drainage 

(13.40)
Provisions for calculating storm 
drainage fees

2006 Ord. 1390 Adds §§ 13.40.025 and 13.40.085; 
amends § 13.40.080, storm drainage (13.40)

Revised calculation of drainage fees for 
certain customer classifications

2006 City of Ferndale files Notice of Intent for 
coverage under Phase II Municipal Stormwater 
Permit for Western Washington

2007 City of Ferndale begins coverage under 2007-
2012 Western Washington Phase II Municipal 
Stormwater Permit

2008 Ord 1457 Amends Ch. 13.40, storm drainage 
(13.40)

Amends storm drainage utility rates

2009 Ord. 1518 Amends Ch. 13.40, storm drainage 
(13.40) 

Sets storm drainage utility rates and 
repeals all prior ordinances in conflict

2009 Ord. 1537 Adds Ch. 13.35, water quality – illicit 
discharge (13.35)

Establishes code section

2009 Ord. 1551 Amends Ch. 13.40, storm drainage 
(13.40) 

Sets storm drainage utility rates and 
repeals all prior ordinances in conflict

2010 Ord. 1560 Adds Ch. 13.34, stormwater control 
(13.34) 

Establishes stormwater management 
minimum requirements and adopts 
2005 DOE Stormwater Management 
Manual as amended by Appendix 1 of 
Western Washington Phase II Municipal 
Stormwater Permit

2010 Ord. 1565 Adds § 13.24.070(E), sewer service 
charges (Repealed by 2145) 

Creates Vanderyacht Regional 
Stormwater Pond Special Assessment 
Area and fees

2010 Ord. 1570 Amends § 13.24.070(B), sewer 
service charges (Repealed by 2145)

Revises division and development fee 
$0.05 per square foot development fee 
and $500 per SFR or duplex building 
permit

2010 Ord. 1612 Amends Ch. 13.40, storm drainage 
(13.40) 

Sets storm drainage utility rates and 
repeals all prior ordinances in conflict

2010 Ord. 1620 Adds § 13.24.070(E) [13.24.070(F)], 
sewer service charges (Repealed by 2145)

Creates Neubauer Regional Stormwater 
Assessment Area and fees

2011 Ord. 1636 Adds [amends] Ch. 13.35, water 
quality (13.35)

Adopts 2005 DOE Stormwater 
Management Manual as amended by 
Appendix 1 of Western Washington 
Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit 

2011 Ord. 1637 Adds [amends] Ch. 13.34, 
stormwater control (13.34)

Amends some language including 
change from civil and criminal penalties 
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to suits for abatement and injuctive 
relief

2011 Ord. 1640 Amends Ch. 13.40, storm drainage 
(13.40)

Sets storm drainage utility rates and 
repeals all prior ordinances in conflict

2011 Ord. 1649 Amends Ch. 13.34, stormwater 
control ordinance (13.34)

Amends definitions of “Nonpoint Source 
Pollution” and “Point Discharge or Point 
Source Pollution”, and amends 
13.31.140 Maintenance Covenants and 
Stormwater Maintenance Manual 

2011 City of Ferndale files Notice of Intent for 
renewal of coverage under Western 
Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater 
Permit

2012 City of Ferndale continues coverage under 
existing Western Washington Phase II Municipal 
Stormwater Permit without modification on 
September 1, 2012

2012 Ord. 1698 Amends § 13.24.070, storm sewer 
system impact mitigation fee (Repealed by 
2145)

Amends Vanderyacht Pond Assessment 
language to reflect DOE minimum 
requirements

2012 Ord. 1741 Renames fund 412, storm regional 
pond construction fund (Special)

Renames Storm Pond Regional 
Construction Fund from 408 to 412

2012 Ord. 1743 Amends Ch. 13.40, storm drainage 
(13.40)

Sets storm drainage utility rates and 
repeals all prior ordinances in conflict

2013 City of Ferndale obtains coverage under 
updated 2013-2018 Western Washington Phase 
II Permit on September 1, 2013

2013 Ord. 1782 Amends Ch. 13.35, water quality – 
prohibited discharges (13.35)

Changes code section title “Water 
Quality -Illicit Prohibited Discharges” 
and amends code language

2013 Ord. 1817 Adds Ch. 1.12; amends §§ 9.08.060, 
12.16.110, 13.06.170, 13.34.150, 13.34.180, 
13.35.040, 15.24.470, Ch. 15.36, §§ 18.56.060 
and 18.74.160; repeals and replaces Ch. 2 of the 
development standards; repeals §§ 5.08.080, 
5.32.070(A), 8.04.190, 8.08.120 through 
8.08.140, 8.13.160, 12.20.150, 12.24.020, 
13.04.260, 13.33.110, 13.33.120, 13.34.190, 
13.34.200, 13.34.210, 13.35.050, 15.04.230, 
15.20.100, 15.60.110, 16.08.150, 18.12.290, 
18.12.300, 18.64.160 and 18.80.470, code 
enforcement (1.12, 9.08, 12.16, 13.06, 13.34, 
13.35, 15.24, 18.56, 18.74, Title 19) 

New comprehensive Code Enforcement 
provisions

2013 Ord. 1819 Adds §§ 8.04.190, 8.08.120, 
8.13.160, 12.20.150, 12.24.020, 13.04.260, 
13.33.110, 13.34.210, 13.35.050, 15.04.230, 
15.20.100, 15.60.110, 16.08.150, 18.12.290, 

Revises code sections to reflect 
comprehensive Code Enforcement 
Procedures as authorized by Ord. 1817
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18.64.160 and 18.80.470; amends §§ 5.32.070, 
8.08.090, 9.08.060, 12.16.110, 13.06.170, 
13.34.150, 13.34.180, 13.35.040, 13.35.060, 
15.24.470, Ch. 15.36, §§ 16.08.140, 18.56.060, 
18.74.160, 18.80.480, 18.80.485 and 18.80.490; 
repeals Ch. 1.12, code enforcement (8.04, 8.08, 
8.13, 9.08, 12.16, 12.20, 12.24, 13.04, 13.06, 
13.34, 13.35, 15.04, 15.20, 15.24, 15.60, 16.08, 
18.12, 18.56, 18.64, 18.74, 18.80, Title 19)

2014 Ord. 1824 Amends § 13.40.110; repeals § 
13.40.120, storm drainage fees (13.40)

Discontinues storm drainage fees for 
properties outside City limits

2014 Ord. 1833 Amends §§ 13.40.070 and 13.40.080, 
storm drainage rates (13.40)

Provides rate increases for approved 
Capital Improvement Projects and 
Federal Permit Compliance

2014 Ord. 1837 Amends Ch. 13.34, stormwater 
control (13.34)

Adds language on construction 
inspections to be consistent with 
Western Washington Phase II Municipal 
Stormwater Permit, and revises 
language for clarity and consistency 
with DOE manual

2015 Ord. 1912 Amends development standards 
(Title 19)

Changes Chapter 13 “Land Disturbance” 
to “Land Alteration, Clearing, and 
Grading”, and revises language 

2015 Ord. 1922 Amends §§ 13.40.070 and 13.40.080, 
storm drainage service rates (13.40) 

Sets storm drainage utility rates and 
repeals all prior ordinances in conflict

2016 Ord. 1960 Adds [amends] Ch. 13.34, 
stormwater control (13.34)

Adopts 2012 Stormwater Management 
Manual for Western Washington as 
amended 2014. LID language revisions 
to remove

2016 Ord. 1976 Amends Chs. 18.12 and 18.72, low 
impact development (18.12, 18.72)

Low Impact Development code review 
changes

2016 Ord. 1978 Amends development standards 
(19.05, 19.10, 19.15, 19.20, 19.25, 19.45, 19.50, 
19.65)

Updates Development Standards in 
coordination with adoption of 2014 
Stormwater Management Manual for 
Western Washington

2017 Ord. 1999 Amends development standards 
(19.05, 19.10, 19.15, 19.20, 19.25, 19.30, 19.35, 
19.40, 19.65, 19.70) 

Updates Development Standards per 
Council direction to review all chapters 
after Ord. 1978

2017 Ord. 2007 Adds Title 19; amends Ch. 1 of the 
development standards; adopts standard detail 
drawings; adopts transportation guidelines 
(19.05, 19.10, 19.15, 19.20, 19.25, 19.30, 19.35, 
19.40, 19.45, 19.50, 19.65, 19.70)

2017 Ord. 2009 Adds [amends] Ch. 13.34, 
stormwater control (13.34)

Added language to 13.34.040 
Applicability to clarify activities may be 
exempt in accordance with Appendix 1 
of the Municipal Stormwater Permit 
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(still require erosion control Best 
Management Practices)

2017 City of Ferndale files Duty to Reapply for 
renewal of coverage under Western 
Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater 
Permit

2018 Ord. 2059 Amends §§ 19.35.060 and 19.45.030, 
development standards (19.35, 19.45)

Stormwater treatment technology must 
be designated General Use Level 
Designation (GULD) by DOE.

2019 City of Ferndale obtains coverage under 2019-
20248 Western Washington Phase II Permit on 
August 1, 2019

2019 Ord. 2088 Amends Ch. 19.65, land alteration, 
clearing and grading (19.65)

Revise language to more include 
Stormwater Management Manual for 
Western Washington definitions and 
thresholds. Also allows for removal of 
up to four trees per calendar year on 
private residential lots.

2019 Ord. 2122 Amends §§ 13.40.070 and 13.40.080, 
storm drainage rates (13.40)

Sets storm drainage utility rates and 
repeals all prior ordinances in conflict

2020 Ord. 2145 Amends Chs. 13.24 and 13.40, sewer 
service charges, storm drainage (13.24, 13.40) 

Establishes Gateway Main/LaBounty 
Assessment Area and consolidates 
storm drainage fees from 13.24 to 13.40

In 
Progress

Update Stormwater Comprehensive Plan

In 
Progress

Develop Stormwater Management Action Plan As required by Permit

Future Business Source Control Inspection Program As required by Permit

SMP Section Summary of change Discussion
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