
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 23, 2019 
 
 
Chelan County Board of Commissioners 
400 Douglas Street, Suite 201 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
 
Re: Final Ecology Approval of Chelan County Shoreline Master Program  

Comprehensive Update 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
The Department of Ecology (Ecology) is pleased to announce final approval of the Chelan County 
(County) updated Shoreline Master Program (SMP).  Congratulations to you, the Planning Commission, 
your staff, and the Chelan County community for completing this comprehensive update.  We know this 
has been a long and challenging process.  We appreciate the County’s commitment to comprehensive land 
use planning for Washington’s unique and valuable shorelines. 
 
As you know, the following correspondence regarding the SMP update took place between Ecology and 
the County:  
 

• March 7, 2018 – Ecology accepted the County’s locally adopted SMP update as complete for 
purposes of review (Resolution No. 2017-120). 
 

• March 26, 2019 – Ecology conditionally approved the County’s comprehensive SMP update with 
specific required and recommended changes. 
 

• May 13, 2019 – The County sent notice to Ecology and agreed to all of Ecology’s 
recommended changes in Appendix C.  The County also agreed to the required changes 
in Appendix B, except for changes: #6, #12, #17, #21, & #22; and offer the following 
alternative proposals for consideration and approval by the Department of Ecology. 

#6 
A. Common line.1 Shoreline buffers may be reduced to accommodate new single 

family residential development, and which are located adjacent to lakes or the 
Columbia River, using a common line measurement if lots are 100’ or less in 
width, as measured at the OHWM. 
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1. The common-line setback shall be measured from the OHWM to the closest 
point of the building’s foundation for each adjoining waterfront lot. If an 
adjoining lot, tract, parcel is vacant or right-of-way the measurement shall be 
the required shoreline buffer. 

2. The two measurements shall be averaged to determine the common line 
setback for the proposed development lot. 

3. The buffer may be further reduced an additional 20% to accommodate decks 
and outdoor use areas provided that views from adjacent residences are not 
obstructed and that the buffer shall not be reduced to less than 25 feet from 
the ordinary high water mark.    

 
#12 

A. Steep Slopes. Where a shoreline waterbody is incised with steep slopes (40% or 
greater) greater than twenty feet in height measured from the ordinary high 
water mark and there is naturally a narrow riparian corridor and limited habitat, 
the Shoreline Administrator may reduce the buffer to 50’ minimum from the top 
of slope provided that the applicant submits documentation prepared by a 
qualified professional finding that the shoreline ecological functions would be 
protected and that development will not be vulnerable to erosion or geologic 
hazards that would require shoreline structural improvements. 

 
#17 

All fills and excavation waterward of the OHWM not associated with ecological 
restoration, shall require a Shoreline Conditional Use Permit, excluding docks 
when constructed in the dry. 

 
#21 

A. Repair and Maintenance. Repair and maintenance of existing nonconforming 
hard structural stabilization may include replacement when comparable to its 
original condition including but not limited to its size, shape, configuration, 
location and external appearance and the replacement does not cause substantial 
adverse effects to shoreline resources or environment. Anchoring bolts used for 
existing structures, tied to supports landward of the OWHM may be considered 
repair and maintenance.    Replacement walls or bulkheads shall not encroach 
waterward of the ordinary high-water mark or existing structure unless the 
residence was occupied prior to January 1, 1992, and there are overriding safety 
or environmental concerns.  In such cases, the replacement structure shall abut 
the existing shoreline stabilization structure.   

 
#22    

D. New or enlarged structural shoreline stabilization. New or enlarged 
structural stabilization measures shall not be allowed except when necessity 
is demonstrated in the following manner: 

1. To protect an existing primary structure, including residences, when 
conclusive evidence, documented by a geotechnical analysis, is provided that 
the structure is in danger from shoreline erosion caused by currents or waves.  
Normal sloughing, erosion of steep bluffs, or shoreline erosion itself, without 
a scientific or geotechnical analysis, is not demonstration of need. The 
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geotechnical analysis shall evaluate on-site drainage issues and address 
drainage problems away from the shoreline edge before considering hard or 
soft structural shoreline stabilization.  

 
Upon review, Ecology finds the County’s proposed alternative provisions to be consistent with the 
purpose and intent of the changes originally proposed by Ecology and with the policy of RCW 90.58.020 
and the applicable rules.   
 
Ecology therefore approves the County’s comprehensive SMP update, which includes the required 
changes, the agreed to recommended changes, and the alternate language submitted by the County.  This 
action represents Ecology’s final decision and there shall be no further modifications to the County’s 
SMP.   
 
The effective date of the County’s comprehensive SMP update is fourteen days from the date of this 
letter, Ecology’s final approval letter.  This fourteen day period was established by legislative action in 
2011 and is intended to provide lead time for the County and Ecology to prepare to implement the new 
SMP. 
 
Ecology is required to promptly publish notice that the County’s SMP has received final approval.  The 
notice, in the form of a legal ad, will begin a 60-day appeal period.  We will provide a copy of the legal 
advertisement to the County for your records.  
 
Thank you again for your significant work and leadership in completing this SMP update.  If you have any 
questions, please contact our regional planner, Lennard Jordan, at Lennard.Jordan@ecy.wa.gov or  
(509) 457-7125. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Tim Gates 
Shoreline Policy Lead 
 
By Certified Mail [9489 0090 0027 6019 1352 96] 
 
ec: Dave Kuhl, Chelan County 
 Kirsten Larsen, Chelan County  
 Gary Graff, Ecology 
 Lennard Jordan, Ecology 

 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.58.020
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