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Attachment B: Public Comment Summary – City of Auburn Locally Adopted SMP 
Ecology Public Comment Period, December 16 – 31, 2019 

 

Number Comment 
Topic/Citation 

Commenter Comment Local Government Response Ecology Conclusion 

1 SMP Environment 
Designation Maps 

Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribe – 

Fisheries Division 

Concern with SMP Environment 
Designations shown on segments of 
the White River within Muckleshoot 
Reservation areas, which are not 
subject to the SMA or local SMP 
authority. Requests that maps be 
revised to exclude these areas and 
clarify within the SMP that these 
portions of the White River are under 
the Tribe’s planning and land-use 
authority. 

No changes to the Environment Designation maps were 
made during the SMP update. The maps are the same as 
adopted in 2009. As is the case with the City’s zoning map 
and Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map, every property 
within the City limits has a zone or designation applied to 
ensure coverage should circumstances change. The City of 
Auburn recognizes and acknowledges that the Muckleshoot 
Indian Tribe has jurisdiction and land use control over 
Indian lands. The designation of City zoning and land use 
regulations that might appear to affect any Indian lands 
does not, and is not intended to, usurp or exercise land use 
control over such lands. Any such City regulations are 
intended to identify what zoning or land-use provisions 
would apply to such lands were they not under Indian 
jurisdiction, or were the land to change in ownership or 
jurisdictional character. Until those circumstances change 
for such lands, the City regulations shall be for 
informational purposes only. 

 
Ecology concurs with the City’s response confirming that 
the scope of the period review and SMP amendment, does 
not modify existing Environment Designations or SMP 
maps. Further, the City confirmed their understanding of 
jurisdictional limits, acknowledging that the SMP does not 
apply to tribal reservation areas, consistent with RCW 
90.58.350. 

2 Public Access 
provision 4.4.5  

King County Flood 
Control District 

(KCFCD) 

Citing a potential conflict between 
establishment of riparian shade 
functions and the need to preserve 
visual access, the Flood Control 
District suggests incorporation of 
clarification to the code to allow 
consideration of allowing visual 
access requirements at appropriate 
locations across a broader (corridor) 
scale.  

No substantive changes were made during the update that 
might affect SMP requirements for provision of visual 
access to the shoreline. The public’s opportunity to enjoy 
the aesthetic qualities of the natural shoreline is a policy of 
the SMA (RCW 90.58.020) Also, the Community 
Development Director is responsible for interpreting and 
implementing the specific requirements and policies of the 
SMP.  

 
Ecology concurs with the City’s response confirming that 
the scope of the period review and SMP amendment, does 
not modify existing Public Access provisions in the SMP. 
Further, as described in the City’s response, Public Access 
polices can be satisfied through a variety of project level 
considerations taking into account the broader goals under 
the SMA along with constraints or opportunities applicable 
to the specific site. 

3 
Flood Hazard 

Regulation 4.4.6 
(pg. 4-22) 

King County Flood 
Control District 

(KCFCD) 

Request consideration for a more 
flexibility provision to all for flood 
facilities designed to a higher level of 
protection above the 1-percent 

The KCFCD subsequently clarified why this was being 
requested. According to Steve Bleifuhs, Manager, River and 
Floodplain Management Section, the Howard Hanson was 
reevaluated by the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) and it 
was found that the dam could not control more than a 140-

 
Ecology concurs with the City’s response and decision to 
not further amend this provision. 



2 
 

annual exceedance probability 
referenced in the SMP. 

year flood event. The request is to change this regulation 
from the 100-year (1%) annual chance of flood to the 500-
year (0.2%) event. This request could significantly alter the 
prism (i.e. size) of a levee and would likely have a much 
greater impact that requires a more in-depth review. In 
addition, per FEMA’s model ordinance, which is currently in 
the process of being adopted by the City, a floodplain 
permit would be required for a change to the levee. Lastly, 
due to the potential impacts, a larger levee might have 
(including visual, environmental, etc.) the City looks to 
retain rights to review any changes to levees.  

4 
Clearing Grading 
Regulation 4.6.5 

(pg. 4-40) 

King County Flood 
Control District 

(KCFCD) 

Request additional flexibility in 
satisfying the prompt revegetation 
standard in areas where longer-term 
noxious week management or site 
stewardship efforts require longer 
term treatment practices, such as 
with the treatment of knotweed. 

The applicability of this regulation would be at the City’s 
discretion. The City understands that project-specific 
requirements may differ and that the prompt 
reestablishment of vegetation can’t occur if invasive 
species are present and require longer term management. 
The City also recognizes that this regulation applies to 
shorelines City-wide, not only to KCFCD projects, and 
therefore no changes are proposed.  

 
Ecology concurs with the City’s decision to not amend this 
provision, for which site specific factors affecting 
vegetation mitigation success, can be considered during a 
specific project review. 

5 
Flood Hazard 

Regulation 4.6 
(pg. 4-41) 

King County Flood 
Control District 

(KCFCD) 

Suggest further clarifying the 
definition of ‘Shoreline Restoration 
Project(s)’ to ensure that approved 
fish barrier removal projects are 
included. 

The applicability of this would be at the City’s discretion. If 
a project was proposed for removal of fish barriers, the City 
would likely concur that it would be restoring ecological 
functions of the shoreline based on the specific scope.  

 
Ecology concurs with the City’s response. 

 


