Shoreline Management Act rulemaking:
“S®=k  Sca level rise webinar series

DEPARTMENT OF

ECOLOGY  gession 5: March 18, 2025, 12:00-1:00

ate of Washington

Ecology is hosting a public webinar series in February and March. Experts will discuss sea level rise
projections, tools, adaptation best practices, examples of work throughout the state, and more.
These webinars are open to the public. Please register, attend, and bring your questions.

To Participate: Register for Zoom meeting. After you register, you will receive information about
how to join the meeting.

Session 5 Topics and Speakers:

Sea Level Rise Planning Along Washington’s Pacific Coast
e Sanpisa Sritrairat, Community Engagement Specialist, Washington Sea Grant

Planning for Sea Level Rise in the Town of Coupeville
e Joshua Engelbrecht, Community Planning Director, Town of Coupeville

Planning for Sea Level Rise in Whatcom County
e Chris Elder, Senior Watershed Planner, Whatcom County

Agenda:

12:00 Welcome

12:05 Reflections on Community-Based Sea Level Rise Planning along WA's Pacific Coast

12:15 Planning for Sea Level Rise in the Town of Coupeville

12:25 Planning for Sea Level Rise in Whatcom County

12:35 Audience questions

1:00 Conclude

Note: Timing is approximate. Schedule and speakers may be updated if necessary.
Speaker bios:

Sanpisa Sritrairat, Community Engagement Specialist, Washington Sea Grant

As the community engagement specialist at Washington Sea Grant (WSG) and a core member of
Washington multiagency Coastal Hazards Organizational Resilience Team (COHORT), Sanpisa
helps coordinate technical assistance and other support for community-led efforts to enhance
social-ecological resilience to natural hazards along the Washington coast. Prior to joining WSG,
Sanpisa served as a faculty member at Mahidol University in Thailand, where she led several
multiagency grants aimed at assessing climate change risks and providing adaptation strategies to


https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5VAFFPAAQPm5TEioPVdINQ

coastal and tribal communities. Sanpisa earned her M.A./M.Phil./Ph.D. in earth and environmental
science from Columbia University. She also holds dual bachelor’s degree with triple majors in
biology, environmental science and hydrogeology from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Joshua Engelbrecht, Community Planning Director, Town of Coupeville

Joshua Engelbrecht is the Town of Coupeville’s Community Planning Director. He facilitates the
local planning process in all its forms, from individual projects associated with the Town’s historic
resources to middle housing code changes to long range comprehensive plan updates and coastal
adaptation efforts. Joshua moved to Whidbey Island from lowa City where he received his
bachelor’s degree in environmental science and master’s degree in urban and regional planning
from the University of lowa.

Chris Elder, Senior Watershed Planner, Public Works Department, Whatcom County

Chris Elder is a Senior Watershed Management Planner with Whatcom County Public Works and
has supported agriculture, forestry, wildlife, climate, watershed, and ecosystem- related long-range
planning for Whatcom County for the past 11 years. He has a B.A. in environmental biology and a
master’s in agriculture. Chris has served as the Project Manager for Phases | & Il of the County’s sea
level and future riverine flood vulnerability and shoreline management solutions projects.
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