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Agenda
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Time Topic
1:00 Welcome, agenda review, meeting logistics, timeline

1:10 Overview of comments received and common issues

1:45 Planned revisions and sounding board feedback

2:45 Public input

2:55 Wrap up



Meeting logistics

Sounding board members 
• Use the chat and raise hand features to ask questions 

and add comments.
• Please stay muted when not speaking.

Non-sounding board attendees
• Please hold comments until the public input portion of 

the meeting at 2:45.
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SMA rulemaking timeline
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Informal comment period 
recap
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Online comments available on website
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Informal comment period overview 
Informal comment period: June 16-August 15
• 350+ total letters/written comment submissions
• State agencies, local governments, Tribes, NGOs, other 

organizations, general public
• Many expressed support with substantive comments, some 

opposition/concern
• Many detailed, helpful comments 
• Considering feedback received during meetings
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Common issues 
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Sea level rise planning 
Revisions proposed in the preliminary draft: 
• New section (173-26-246)
• Other additions and edits in 173-22, -26, -27

Comments: 
• Extensive comments on planning steps, technical requirements, 

definitions, etc. 

Will not be discussing in detail today. 
Please join our Nov. 3 workshop for this discussion.
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Timeline and resources for periodic reviews
Revisions proposed in the preliminary draft: 
• Matching timeline to statute
• Substantive changes to WAC 173-26-090

Comments: 
• Concerns about costs and time to meet new requirements.
• Concern about new/additional analyses needed. 
• Concerns about a need for additional guidance.
• Cost and capacity for planning departments
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Critical areas in shoreline jurisdiction
Revisions proposed in the preliminary draft:
• No incorporation by reference
• Expanded list of critical areas addressed
• New provisions, edits to existing, reorganization 

 
Comments: 
• Concern about workload/feasibility 
• Concern about consistency between critical areas ordinances & SMPs
• Clarification requested on new/revised provisions 
• Implementation concerns
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Provisions intended to implement NNL
Revisions proposed in the preliminary draft: 
• New reporting requirements
• Expanded vegetation conservation requirements
• Clearer limitations on development in hazardous and ecologically sensitive 

areas

Comments: 
• Concern that land use restrictions, permit requirements, and other 

provisions are overly restrictive and need more flexibility.
• Concern about workload/feasibility
• Concern about consistency between critical areas ordinances & SMPs
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Implications for housing and infrastructure
Revisions proposed in the preliminary draft: 
• Increased vegetation conservation requirements
• Greater limitations on development in hazardous and ecologically 

sensitive areas, including sea level rise hazard areas
• Clarification added to residential uses and development provisions 

addressing ADUs, limiting impervious surface, and including 
appropriate densities by shoreline environment designation.

Comments: 
• Concern that land use restrictions, permit requirements, and other 

provisions will conflict with housing goals under the GMA 
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Relationship between the GMA & SMA 
• This relationship is outlined in RCW 36.70A.480.

The policies, goals, and provisions of chapter 90.58 RCW and 
applicable guidelines shall be the sole basis for determining 
compliance of a shoreline master program with this chapter 
except as the shoreline master program is required to comply 
with the internal consistency provisions of 
RCW 36.70A.070, 36.70A.040(4), 35.63.125, and 35A.63.105.

• The SMA rules apply equally to local governments fully and 
partially planning under the Growth Management Act (GMA).
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.480
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=90.58
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.040
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35.63.125
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=35A.63.105


Environmental justice
The Healthy Environment for All Act (HEAL Act)
• Passed in 2021, the law requires Ecology to identify and address environmental 

health disparities in overburdened communities and for vulnerable populations.
• The adoption of an SMP is a state action.

More specifically, the law empowers Ecology to develop and 
implement:
• Community engagement,
• A Tribal consultation framework that offers Tribal consultation on key actions that 

may impact Tribes.
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Discussion

• Questions 
• Comments
• Feedback
• Slido
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Ecology's approach 
to revisions
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Frequently asked questions
Ecology is preparing an FAQs document that we aim to make 
available when we release the CR-102 draft (spring 2026). 

Issue papers
The comments and questions we received during the informal 
comment period and during these meetings help us 
develop  issue papers. 
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Initial list of topics for further revisions
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• Sea level rise and storm severity
• Amendment procedures
• Permitting process
• Critical areas
• Nonconforming development
• Review and evaluation requirement
• SEPA
• Shorelines of statewide significance
• Stabilization
• Water quality



Feedback and discussion
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Next steps
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SMA rulemaking timeline
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Upcoming meetings
Sounding board meetings: 
• November 17, cancelled
• December 15, status update on revisions

Local government sea level rise rules workshop
• November 3, 1 - 3pm

• Broader than the sounding board; invited all local government staff for 
proposed SLR planning jurisdictions

• Closer look at proposed SLR requirements, discuss revisions, hear 
feedback

• Public observation and comment opportunity 
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Upcoming public meetings
• October 21, virtual open house
• November 18, virtual open house
• December 16, virtual open house
• Opportunities to attend and provide input during sea level 

rise rules workshop and sounding board meetings 
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Public input
Public attendees may now raise your Zoom hand if you wish to 
speak. Please wait for us to call on you. 
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Thank you!
smarulemaking@ecy.wa.gov
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