Shoreline Management Act Rulemaking:
Environmental Justice Listening Session

July 24,2025
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Zoom meeting tips

* Hover over the bottom of your screen for zoom controls

* To raise your virtual hand to speak, click “react” then “raise hand.”
* Please stay muted unless you have been invited to speak.

* Chat and Q&A are available; Q&A may be under “more.”

* Slido is available for anonymous feedback
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Meeting objectives

‘l Share information about Shoreline Management Act
rulemaking

e Answer your questions

B2 Hear your perspective on environmental justice issues in
=23 the context of this rulemaking

Highlight input opportunities and next steps



Shoreline Management Act (SMA)
Chapter 90.58 RCW

Protect environment & Promote public access Plan for shoreline uses
public health



What rules are we proposing to revise?

Chapter 173-26 WAC: Local government requirements

for developing and amending s

noreline master programs.

Chapter 173-27 WAC: Standard
administration, permitting, and

Chapters 173-18 and -20 WAC:

s for shoreline master program
enforcement.

Lists streams, rivers, and lakes

that are shorelines of the state.

Chapter 173-22 WAC: Designates shorelands associated with
streams, lakes, and tidal waters subject to SMA.



http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-26
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-26
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-26

Environmental justice and
shoreline management

* The SMA rules guide how local
governments manage development
along 28,000+ miles of lake, river,
and marine shorelines.

* Public access, healthy shoreline
nabitat, clean water, and safety from
nazards are environmental justice
ISSUes.




Healthy Environment for All (HEAL) Act

HEAL Act requires an environmental justice assessment for
agency rulemakings; this meeting is part of the process.

PUBLISH COMPLETED
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ANALYSIS ASSESSMENT

OFFER TRIBAL

NOTIFICATION
CONSULTATION



Questions Ecology is considering

* Will this rulemaking benefit or harm overburdened
communities and vulnerable populations?

* How will this rulemaking address environmental and health
disparities?

* How will the agency reduce, mitigate, or eliminate any
probable harms and equitably distribute benefits to
overburdened communities and vulnerable populations?
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Public participation

New requirements to engage overburdened communities and
vulnerable populations when local governments periodically
update their shoreline master programs.

WAC 173-26-090 and -100/104 10



Tribal engagement and permit notification

New provisions clarifying requirements for coordinating with
Tribes in shoreline planning and notifying Tribes during the
shoreline permit process.

WAC 173-26-090 to -120 and WAC 173-27-110 11



Protection of shoreline ecological functions

New requirements for vegetation conservation throughout
shoreline jurisdiction to protect riparian habitat, and improved

standards for the protection of critical areas.

WAC 173-26-226 12



Public access

* New emphasis on providing equitable public access opportunities
* New requirement to assess risks to public access from sea level rise

* Recommendation to update public access plans to maintain or
increase public access over time as conditions change

WAC 173-26-221(3) and 173-26-246 13
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Listening session
and Q&A




Discussion questions

* What would you like to learn more about?

* What shoreline issues are most important to your
community?

 What would help make this process more accessible?

 What do you think the potential impacts to overburdened
communities and vulnerable populations may be?

15
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Next steps and input
opportunities




SMA Rulemaking Timeline

Comment period/ _ —
public hearings Ongoing coordination

Outreach, engagement, and informal
public processes

Revise & finalize Develop guidance
@ o o @
May 2024 Spring 2026 Fall 2026 Mid 2027
CR-101 Preliminary draft CR-102 CR-103 SMP_reviews
Rulemaking Propose draft rule Rule adoption begin under
new rules

announcement

Environmental justice assessment

17



We want to hear from you!

Informal comment period: Online comment open g gl
June 16 - August 15 @Y

Date Meeting

Aug-Dec Monthly virtual public open houses

Anytime  Request a meeting with Ecology

18
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Thank you!

smarulemaking@ecy.wa.gov

~,

FUNDED BY WASHINGTON'S

CLIMATE W
COMMITMENT

ACT




	Slide 1: Shoreline Management Act Rulemaking: Environmental Justice Listening Session
	Slide 2: Zoom meeting tips
	Slide 3: Meeting objectives
	Slide 4: Shoreline Management Act (SMA) 
	Slide 5: What rules are we proposing to revise?
	Slide 6: Environmental justice and shoreline management 
	Slide 7: Healthy Environment for All (HEAL) Act
	Slide 8: Questions Ecology is considering
	Slide 9: Examples of environmental justice considerations in the preliminary draft
	Slide 10: Public participation
	Slide 11: Tribal engagement and permit notification
	Slide 12: Protection of shoreline ecological functions
	Slide 13: Public access
	Slide 14: Listening session  and Q&A
	Slide 15: Discussion questions
	Slide 16: Next steps and input opportunities 
	Slide 17: SMA Rulemaking Timeline
	Slide 18: We want to hear from you! 
	Slide 19: Thank you!

