
NOTICE OF PROGRAM CHANGES 
to WASHINGTON’S COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

Washington Department of Ecology 
 

DATE:  July 26, 2018  
 
NOTICE:  Under 15 CFR § 923.84 (federal regulations implementing the national Coastal Zone 
Management Act), notice is hereby given that the Department of Ecology (Ecology) has submitted a 
routine program change (RPC) request to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Office 
for Coastal Management (OCM).  The request seeks OCM’s approval to incorporate a 2013 change to the 
Ocean Resources Management Act (RCW 43.143). 
 
PURPOSE OF NOTICE:  NOAA’s Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) regulations require states with 
Coastal Zone Management Programs (CZMP) to submit to OCM changes that affect the ongoing 
approvability of a state’s CZMP.  States use their enforceable policies for conducting federal consistency 
reviews of proposed projects.  Generally, Federal Consistency requires that federal activities such as 
issuing federal permits or undertaking federal development projects, within and outside the coastal 
zone, which have reasonably foreseeable effects to a state’s coastal uses or resources, must be 
consistent with the enforceable policies of the state’s CZMP.  The federal agency or applicant must 
demonstrate how the project or activity is consistent with the CZMP’s enforceable policies, and the state 
can concur with or object to their conclusions. 
 
OCM must review and approve changes to a state’s CZMP before those changes can be incorporated 
into the CZMP and/or used for Federal Consistency purposes.  NOAA regulations define two types of 
program changes:  amendments and routine program changes.  Before approving changes to a state’s 
CZMP, OCM must concur with the state’s conclusion that the updates are “routine changes” or major 
CZMP Amendments – which federal regulations define as “substantial” changes in the following 
required CZMP categories:  1) Uses Subject to Management; 2) Special Management Areas; 3) 
Boundaries; 4) Authorities and Organization; or 5) Coordination, Public Involvement, and National 
Interest components.  States are required to publish a public notice when submitting any changes to 
their CZMPs. 
 
WASHINGTON’S CZMP:  Ecology manages and administers Washington’s CZMP, which defines the 
coastal zone as those fifteen coastal counties that border on saltwater, including Wahkiakum.  
Washington’s coastal zone extends beyond Shoreline Management Act (SMA) jurisdiction, and 
incorporates all of the land in the 15 counties.  The WCZMP consists of six foundational state laws:  the 
SMA, the State Water Pollution Control Act, the Washington Clean Air Act, the Ocean Resources 
Management Act (ORMA), the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC), and the State 
Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).  The latter two laws contain no enforceable policies. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED CHANGES 
The 1989 Ocean Resources Management Act articulates policies and establishes guidelines for the 
exercise of state and local management authority over Washington’s coastal waters, seabed, and 
shorelines.  The law places a priority on resource uses that will not adversely impact renewable 
resources over uses which are likely to have an adverse impact on renewable resources.   



The 2013 amendment to ORMA added sections establishing the “Washington Coastal Marine Advisory 
Council” under the Governor’s office but administered by Ecology.  The Council’s main purpose is 
advising on ocean policy and planning for Washington’s Pacific Coast (not Puget Sound) and serving as a 
forum to communicate and, where desired, provide recommendations on issues related to management 
of marine resources.  Please refer to the attached Analysis document contained at the link below for 
more details on the Council. 
 
Ecology has determined that this legislative update to ORMA is an RPC to the WCZMP rather than an 
amendment because it does not constitute a substantial change to any enforceable policies or 
authorities of the WCZMP related to the five program categories listed above.  Additionally, Ecology has 
determined that the proposed change is not an enforceable policy.   
 
This notice has been sent to affected and interested parties including local governments, state agencies, 
tribes, and regional offices of relevant federal agencies as required by 15 CFR §923.84. 
 
If you would like to submit comments regarding whether these program modifications do or do not 
constitute a routine program change please send them within three weeks of the notice date to:  
 
Ms. Joelle Gore 
Office for Coastal Management 
Chief, Stewardship Division 
1305 East-West Highway 
SSMC4, Room 10622 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
A copy of this Routine Program Change submission is available at: 
 
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Shoreline-coastal-management/Coastal-zone-
management/CZM-program-announcements  
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  For additional information please contact: 
 
Thérèse Swanson, Department of Ecology SEA Program, P.O. Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
(360) 407-6789; tswa461@ecy.wa.gov or Jackie Chandler at (360) 407-7678; jcha461@ecy.wa.gov. 
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