
 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Northwest Regional Office  3190 160th Avenue SE  Bellevue, Washington  98008-5452  (425) 649-7000 

711 for Washington Relay Service  Persons with a speech disability can call (877) 833-6341 
May 21, 2018 
 
 
Jeffrey Beck 
Kenmore Air Harbor 
PO Box 82064 
Kenmore, WA 98028-0064 
 
 
Re: Dangerous Waste Compliance Inspection on April 25, 2018 at Kenmore Air Harbor  
 RCRA Site ID:  WAD002799187 
 
Dear Mr. Beck: 
 
Ecology’s Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program recently conducted a Dangerous Waste 
compliance inspection at your facility.  The Dangerous Waste Regulations1 establish a safe and 
responsible system to manage dangerous waste.  I have listed the violations at Kenmore Air Harbor in the 
included Notice to Comply.  You must complete the actions needed to correct these violations.  Complete 
and return the included Compliance Certificate within 30 days of receipt of this letter. 
 
The findings of this report have determined that pursuant to joint Settlement Agreement, PCHB No. 17-
070, Kenmore Air Harbor has triggered the stipulated penalty in Section II.B.2 of the Settlement 
Agreement.  A formal letter providing guidance on additional steps is forthcoming.   
 
Failure to comply with these requirements within 30 days could result in an administrative order and a 
penalty of up to $10,000 per day for each violation. 
 
This report is a summary of observations and information gathered from the facility at the time of the 
inspection.  Specific deficiencies, potential violations, or issues not discussed do not relieve your facility 
from complying with all applicable regulations. 
 
If you have any questions or need clarification of the information in these documents, please contact me 
at (425) 649-7038 or katy.gibbs@ecy.wa.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Katy Gibbs 
Hazardous Waste Compliance Inspector 
Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program 
 
Sent by email: Jeffrey Beck, jeffb@kenmoreair.com  
 
ecc:  Todd Banks, toddb@kenmoreair.com 

                                                 
1 Authority: Chapter 173-303 WAC and RCW 70.105.080 

mailto:katy.gibbs@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:jeffb@kenmoreair.com
mailto:toddb@kenmoreair.com
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=173-303
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NOTICE TO COMPLY 
 

Site Contact Name and Title: 
Jeffrey Beck, Facility Manager 

Inspector Name: 
Katy Gibbs 

Site Phone Number: 
(425) 482-2224 

Inspector Phone Number: 
(425) 649-7038 

Site Contact Email Address: 
jeffb@kenmoreair.com  

Inspector Email Address: 
Katy.gibbs@ecy.wa.gov  

Site Website: 
https://www.kenmoreair.com/  

Back-up Inspector Name: 
Daylin Baker and Chad Fisher 

Notes:  
1. A re-inspection can occur at any time to verify the correction of the violations listed below. 
2. Ecology may take formal enforcement action even if the violations are corrected. 

 

Violation Code:  WAC 173-303- 
Summary of Violations & Observations 

Actions Needed 

WAC 173-303-170(2) and by reference 
200(1)(d): Containers and tanks of dangerous 
waste must be clearly labeled or marked with 
the words "Hazardous Waste" or "Dangerous 
Waste."  Containers and tanks must also be 
marked with a label or sign that identifies the 
major risks of the waste. 
 
REPEAT VIOLATION 
 
Paint Shop 

1. One 55-gallon drum labeled as “hazardous 
waste,” containing spent paint booth 
filters, had a US Department of 
Transportation Miscellaneous Class 9 
shipping label, which does not adequately 
convey the risk during on-site 
accumulation (photo 1). 

 
Engine Shop 

2. On the right side of the MART washer, 
we observed a 1-pint satellite 
accumulation container of black oily parts 
washer sludge, which lacked dangerous 
waste and risk labels (photo 5). 

 
Paint Strip Shop (Wastewater Treatment Area) 

Label all containers and tanks of dangerous 
waste in accordance with WAC 173-303-
200(1)(d).  Photograph the properly labeled 
container(s) for this waste stream and include 
the photo when you return the enclosed 
Compliance Certificate. 
 

1. Mr. Beck wrote the word “toxic” on 
the container of paint booth filters at 
the time of the inspection (photo 2).   

 
2. Mr. Beck provided a photo via email 

on May 11, 2018 showing a closed 5-
gallon black oily parts washer sludge 
container with a custom fitted closing 
mechanism. 
 

3. On May 11, 2018, Mr. Beck provided 
a statement and photo documenting 
the dry filter cake was placed into a 
closed, labeled 55-gallon drum. 
 

No further action required. 

mailto:jeffb@kenmoreair.com
mailto:Katy.gibbs@ecy.wa.gov
https://www.kenmoreair.com/
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3. We observed one open 5-gallon bucket 
containing dry filter cake that lacked 
dangerous waste and risk labels (photo 8).  

WAC 173-303-515(6)(a)(i): Containers of used 
oil must be kept closed except to add or 
remove used oil. 
 
REPEAT VIOLATION 
 
Oil Shed/90-day Hazardous Waste Accumulation 
Area 

1. We observed one blue 55-gallon drum 
labeled as “used oil” with an open yellow 
funnel resting in the top bung.  Used oil 
was not being added to or removed from 
the drum at the time of the inspection; and 
was therefore considered open (no photo 
taken).   

 
Engine Shop 

2. One 5-gallon bucket of used oil was open 
(photo 7). 

Close all containers of used oil.  Photograph 
the properly closed container(s) and include 
the photo when you return the enclosed 
Compliance Certificate. 
 

1. Mr. Beck removed the funnel and 
closed the drum (photo 3).   

2. Mr. Beck transferred the 5-gallon 
bucket to the Oil Shed to bulk into a 
55-gallon used oil drum during the 
inspection. 

 
No further action required. 

WAC 173-303-515(6) and by reference 40 CFR 
Part 279.22(c)(1): Containers and 
aboveground tanks used to store used oil at 
generator facilities must be labeled or marked 
clearly with the words "Used Oil." 
 
One 5-gallon bucket of used oil in the Engine 
Shop lacked a used oil label (photo 7). 
 

Label all used oil collection containers with 
the words "Used Oil."  Photograph the 
properly labeled container(s) and include the 
photo when you return the enclosed 
Compliance Certificate. 
 
Mr. Beck transferred the 5-gallon bucket to 
the Oil Shed to bulk into a 55-gallon used oil 
drum during the inspection.  No further 
action required. 
 

WAC 173-303-200(1)(b) and by reference 
630(5)(a): Keep containers of dangerous waste 
closed except while adding or removing waste. 
 
REPEAT VIOLATION 
 
 
 
 
Engine Shop 

1. On the right side of the MART washer, 
we observed an open 1-pint satellite 

Close all containers holding dangerous 
waste. Containers can only be open when 
adding or removing waste per WAC 173-
303-630(5).  When you return the enclosed 
Compliance Certificate, include one or more 
photographs showing that your containers 
are properly closed. 
 
Mr. Beck provided photos and statements via 
email on May 11, 2018 documenting that the 
containers listed in this Notice to Comply 
were closed.  No further action required. 
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accumulation container of black oily parts 
washer sludge (photos 5-6). 

2. We observed an open 15-gallon drum 
labeled as “hazardous waste” with a 
“toxic” risk label containing black oily 
parts washer sludge (from the MART 
washer).  The drum had a metal grate 
positioned over the top, and a 1-pint 
container tipped over on the grate that was 
no longer actively draining (photo 4).   

 
Paint Strip Shop (Wastewater Treatment Area) 

3. We observed one open 5-gallon bucket 
containing dry filter cake (photo 8).  

WAC 173-303-170(2) and by reference 
200(1)(b): When dangerous waste is 
accumulated on-site, it must be placed in 
containers, and the generator must comply 
with WAC 173-303-630 (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (8), 
(9), (10) and perhaps (7). 
 
We observed dangerous waste black oily parts 
washer sludge accumulated on the floor next to 
the MART washer in the Engine Shop (photo 6).   

Dangerous waste accumulated on-site must 
be placed in containers per WAC 173-303-
200(1) (b).  All containers holding dangerous 
waste must be closed, except when adding or 
removing waste per WAC 173-303-630(5).    
 
Mr. Beck provided photos via email on May 
11, 2018 showing the dangerous waste black 
oily parts washer sludge was cleaned off of 
the floor.  No further action required. 

WAC 173-303-170(2) and by reference 060(5) 
and 220(1): A Dangerous Waste Annual 
Report was not submitted to Ecology 
according to the instructions on the form. 
 

1. Kenmore Air did not notify of permit by 
rule dangerous waste activity on their 
2017 Dangerous Waste Annual Report 
Site Identification (Site ID) Form.   

 
2. Kenmore Air reported the following two 

uniform hazardous waste manifests in 
error (the manifest numbers were 
incorrect)– 
o 010618325FLE (shipment date 

5/23/2017)  
o 01153738FLE (shipment date 

11/20/2017).   
 
 

Submit to the Department a revised 2017 
Dangerous Waste Annual Report.  Include a 
copy of Site ID form when you return the 
enclosed Compliance Certificate. 
 
Kenmore Air revised the 2017 Dangerous 
Waste Annual Report on May 4, 2018.  No 
further action required. 
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WAC 173-303-200(1)(e) and by reference 
340(1): Internal communications, fire 
protection, or spill control equipment in 
dangerous waste accumulation areas was not 
provided, maintained, or tested. 
 
Oil Shed/90-day Hazardous Waste Accumulation 
Area 

1. We observed one fire extinguisher near 
the door with an R&T Hood and Duct 
Services, Inc. tag, last inspection dated 
February 2017. 

 
Paint Strip Shop 

2. We observed an emergency eyewash 
bottle with a “02/2017” manufacturer’s 
expiration date.   

Ensure that all emergency equipment is 
maintained in accordance with WAC 173-
303-340(1).  When you return the enclosed 
Compliance Certificate, include 
documentation of compliance with this 
requirement. 
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Concerns and Suggestions 

Sealing Floor, Paint Strip Shop 
Paint removal at Kenmore Air involves applying stripper (Ardrox) to plane parts, and then 
pressure washing the components.  Wash water and paint chips from this process accumulates on 
the floor, flows to a trench, which leads to a 55-gallon drum/sump in the floor.  Solids settle to 
the bottom of this drum, and water is pumped to the on-site wastewater treatment system.  Paint 
chips and sludge generated from this process are managed as dangerous waste. 
 
During the inspection, Ecology observed dangerous waste paint chips and wastewater 
accumulated between the edge of the floor and the wall.  In the space between the floor and the 
wall, cracks and small holes open to the pavement outside the building (photos 9 and 10).  
Kenmore Air must take all reasonable measures to ensure dangerous wastes cannot escape to the 
environment.  All unsealed gaps should be covered or otherwise protected from contact with 
dangerous waste, including paint chips and wastewater. 
 
Container Labeling 
The Dangerous Waste Regulations require that containers be clearly marked with the words 
“dangerous waste” or “hazardous waste” along with the major risk (hazard).  Emergency 
responders, inspectors, employees, transporters, and the public should be able to quickly identify 
the contents and/or hazards of a dangerous waste container without having to get very close to 
the container. 
 
Ecology is in the process of amending the Dangerous Waste Regulations to incorporate EPA’s 
Generator Improvement Rules, among other revisions.  During the rulemaking process, Ecology 
plans to clarify label size requirements, specifying: 

• The label or marking should be legible from a distance of 25 feet or  
• The lettering size should be a minimum of one half inch in height. 

 
Visit Ecology’s Rulemaking Website to stay up-to-date on regulatory changes.  You can also 
stay informed by signing up for email updates about this rulemaking here. 
 
Contaminated Shop Towels  
Used shop towels contaminated with hazardous substances may also designate as dangerous 
waste under the dangerous waste regulations.  If your used shop towels designate you have the 
option to handle and recycle (i.e. launder) them according to Ecology’s best management 
practices (BMPs). 

These BMPs include: 

• Properly labeling containers as “contaminated shop towels.” 
• Keeping the containers closed except when actively adding or removing waste. 
• Removing free liquids from towels. 
• Manage flammable materials according to the fire code. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Laws-rules-rulemaking/Rulemaking/WAC-173-303-Feb17
http://listserv.ecology.wa.gov/scripts/wa-ECOLOGY.exe?SUBED1=DW-RULES&A=1
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• Do not have used towels on site for more than 180 days. 

If you choose to do this, they are not subject to generator, transporter and permitted treatment, 
storage and disposal facility requirements of the dangerous waste regulations and do not “count” 
as dangerous waste. 

If you choose to dispose of your contaminated towels you must manage them as dangerous waste 
if they fail any of the dangerous waste designation criteria.  Please see the publication Focus on 
Used Shop Towels for more information.  You may view this publication at: 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/fshw92116.html 
 
Also note that Ecology is in the process of incorporating EPA’s new Solvent-Contaminated 
Wipes Rule.  Visit Ecology’s Rulemaking Website to stay up-to-date on regulatory 
changes.  You can also stay informed by signing up for email updates about this rulemaking 
here. 
 
 

 
  

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/documents/fshw92116.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/documents/fshw92116.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/fshw92116.html
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/frequent-questions-about-implementing-regulations-solvent-contaminated-wipes
https://www.epa.gov/hwgenerators/frequent-questions-about-implementing-regulations-solvent-contaminated-wipes
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/Laws-rules-rulemaking/Rulemaking/WAC-173-303-Feb17
http://listserv.ecology.wa.gov/scripts/wa-ECOLOGY.exe?SUBED1=DW-RULES&A=1


Washington State Department of Ecology Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program 
 

RCRA Site ID: 
WAD002799187 

Facility Name: 
Kenmore Air Harbor 

Inspection Date: 
April 25, 2018 

Generator Status: 
LQG 

Facility Address: 
6321 NE 175th St, Kenmore, WA 98028-0064 

Date Report Sent: 
May 21, 2018 

 

Page 8 of 14 

COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATE 
 
Complete and return this page, within 30 days of the receipt of the letter. Include all supporting 
documentation such as photos, copies of manifests/disposal records and receipts. 
Note: You may request an extension before this Compliance Certificate is due. You must make 
this request in writing and include the reason for the extension and propose a new date of 
completion. Send it to: 

Katy Gibbs 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction Program 
3190 160th Ave SE 
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452 

 
 

Summary Of Hazardous Waste Violation Compliance Actions Taken 

Violation Code 
WAC 173-303- 

Documentation provided 
Notes 

Photo Paperwork Statement 

200(1)(d)    No further action required. 
515(6)(a)(i)    No further action required. 
515(12) and by 
reference 
279.22(c)(1) 

   No further action required. 

630(5)(a)    No further action required. 
200(1)(b)     No further action required. 
220(1)    No further action required. 
340(1)     

 

1. I certify that the violations noted on the Notice to Comply page have been corrected. 
2. I personally examined any attached documentation submitted as proof of compliance and I 

believe the information to be true, accurate, and complete. 
3. I am aware: 

• There are significant penalties for submitting false information and/or for non-
compliance with regulations. 

• My signature certifies compliance with every regulation noted on the Notice to 
Comply page. 

4. I declare under penalty of perjury the foregoing certification is true and correct. 
 

Signature: 
 

Printed Name: 
 

Position/Title: 
 

Date: 
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INSPECTION NARRATIVE 
 

Background 
Kenmore Air Harbor (Kenmore Air) is the base for Kenmore Air’s float plane operations, which 
consist of flying passengers on an eclectic mix of piston Beavers and turbine Otters and Caravans 
to the islands of the U.S. and Canadian northwest.  Kenmore Air also conducts plane 
maintenance, refurbishing, and construction at this harbor.  According to their website, Kenmore 
Air has 25 aircraft in operation, 52 pilots on staff, and more than 250 employees during peak 
season.2  
 
Kenmore Air reported as a large quantity generator (LQG) of hazardous waste on their 2017 
Dangerous Waste Annual Report. 
 
Over the last seven years, Kenmore Air was inspected by Ecology’s Hazardous Waste and 
Toxics Reduction (HWTR) Program on September 16, 2009, February 29, 2012, April 19, 2013, 
and August 17, 2016.  These inspections identified a total of 50 violations of the Dangerous 
Waste Regulations, Chapter 173-303 WAC.   
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) led a compliance evaluation inspection (CEI) 
at Kenmore Air on March 25, 2014, identifying four violations, some of which were cited by 
Ecology during previous inspections.  EPA issued an Expedited Settlement Agreement on May 
7, 2015 based on the documented violations at Kenmore Air, totaling $4,000.   
 
The most recent dangerous waste CEI conducted by Ecology at Kenmore Air, on August 17, 
2016 identified the following violations: 

1. Failure to designate waste. 
2. Illegal discharge of polluted wastewater to Lake Washington. 
3. Unmitigated spill of hazardous waste sandblast grit. 
4. Open containers of dangerous waste. 
5. Missing weekly inspection logs. 
6. Missing accumulation start dates on containers. 
7. Lack of dangerous waste and risk labels on containers. 
8. Final signed copies of manifests were not retained. 
9. Failure to submit exception reports to Ecology. 
10. The 2015 Dangerous Waste Annual Report did not include sandblast grit, which was 

shipped off-site in December 2015. 
11. Failure to submit a copy of their contingency plan to local police departments, fire 

departments, and hospitals. 
12. Failure to meet satellite accumulation standards. 
13. An inadequate personnel training program.  

                                                 
2 http://www.kenmoreair.com/about-us/history/ 
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14. Lacking secondary containment for used oil (required on a case-by-case basis by 
Ecology).  

15. Failure to meet permit by rule (PBR) standards. 
 
Ecology’s 2016 dangerous waste CEI resulted in a $25,000 formal enforcement penalty issued to 
Kenmore Air for violations of Chapter WAC 173-303, specifically: 

1. 070(3): Failure to designate waste according to required procedures. 
2. 630(5)(a): Open containers of dangerous waste. 
3. 200(1)(d): Failure to label or mark containers and tanks with the words "Hazardous 

Waste" or "Dangerous Waste" and with a label or sign that identifies the major risk(s) of 
the waste. 

4. 210(1): Failure to keep copies of uniform hazardous waste manifests. 
 
Ecology and Kenmore Air entered a settlement agreement in December 2017.  As part of the 
settlement, Kenmore Air provided $15,000 to a city of Kenmore program to manage invasive 
aquatic plants, paid $5,000 to Ecology, and agreed to pay another $5,000 if the facility violates 
Chapter WAC 173-303 within the next two years. 
 
Inspection Summary 
We conducted this routine unannounced compliance evaluation inspection to ensure compliance 
with standards for dangerous waste generators (Chapter 173-303 WAC).  Chad Fisher, Daylin 
Baker and I, Katy Gibbs, arrived at 9:45 a.m.  We asked to speak to Jeffrey Beck (Facility 
Manager), the Site Contact listed in the Dangerous Waste Annual Report.  Mr. Beck joined us at 
the front desk, and we informed him of our intent to conduct a dangerous waste compliance 
inspection. We began by describing the inspection process, consisting of a facility tour and 
records review. Mr. Beck confirmed Kenmore Air’s processes that generate dangerous waste 
haven’t changed since the last inspection, and we began the site-tour. 
 
Site Tour 
During the inspection, we looked at the facility’s processes, in addition to dangerous waste 
management practices, generation points, and accumulation areas. We looked for wastes that 
facility representatives had not yet identified or designated. We also observed the facility’s used 
oil management.  This section summarizes areas visited, and where we observed potential 
compliance concerns or noted other pertinent issues.  We inspected the following areas of the 
facility:  
 
Paint Shop:   
Mr. Beck introduced us to Mr. Jason Woodward (Painter), who showed us multiple satellite 
accumulation containers and identified the contents as follows: 

• One closed 55-gallon drum labeled “hazardous waste flammable liquid” contained paint 
sludge. 

• One closed 55-gallon drum labeled “hazardous waste flammable liquid” contained paint 
thinner. 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303
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• One closed 55-gallon drum labeled “hazardous waste flammable liquid” contained 
solvent contaminated rags.  Mr. Woodward and Mr. Beck said the rags were 
contaminated with isopropyl alcohol (IPA), acetone, lacquer thinners, and rubbing 
compounds.  I suggested that Kenmore Air consider managing the rags under Ecology’s 
contaminated shop towel best management practices if they were interested in reducing 
the amount of dangerous waste “counted” towards their generator status.  Mr. Fisher also 
pointed out that the flammable liquid risk label was misleading, since the drum didn’t 
contain free liquids.  Mr. Beck said that he recently re-ordered flammable solid risk 
labels, and would replace it. 

• One 55-gallon drum labeled as “hazardous waste,” containing spent paint booth filters, 
had a Department of Transportation Miscellaneous Class 9 shipping label, which does not 
adequately convey the risk during on-site accumulation (photo 1).  Mr. Beck wrote the 
word “toxic” on the container at the time of the inspection (photo 2). 

 
We observed one cardboard box collecting empty aerosol cans that Mr. Woodward said are taken 
to the Beaver Hangar Auxiliary Shop to be punctured.  Mr. Fisher confirmed the aerosol cans in 
the box were empty.  I explained that if the aerosol cans were partially full, they’d either have to 
be immediately taken to the puncture unit, or collected in a closed box with hazardous waste and 
risk labels.  
 
Oil Shed/ 90-day Hazardous Waste Accumulation Area:   
Since the last CEI, Kenmore Air made many improvements to the Oil Shed, including: patching 
the hole in the cement secondary containment, filling the secondary containment “pit” in the 
floor with cement, removing old used oil tanks, and improving overall housekeeping/cleanliness. 
 
We observed one 55-gallon drum labeled as “hazardous waste flammable liquid” that Mr. Beck 
explained held off-spec Jet-A / AV Gas.  Note: commercial chemical products burned for energy 
recovery listed in WAC 173-303-9903 or which exhibit any of the criteria or characteristics 
listed in WAC 173-303-090 or 173-303-100 are not solid wastes if they are themselves fuels.  I 
recommended contacting their dangerous waste vendor to determine if the fuel was burned for 
energy recovery.  If the fuel is ultimately used for its intended purpose, it’s not a solid waste; 
therefore, not a dangerous or hazardous waste. 
 
We observed one blue 55-gallon drum labeled as “used oil” with an open yellow funnel resting 
in the top bung.  Used oil was not being added to or removed from the drum at the time of the 
inspection; and therefore was considered open.  Mr. Beck removed the funnel and closed the 
drum (photo 3).  One black 55-gallon drum labeled as “used oil” was closed and labeled. 
 
Ms. Baker noticed one fire extinguisher near the door with an R&T Hood and Duct Services, Inc. 
tag, last inspection dated February 2017.  The fire extinguisher remained charged, and didn’t 
appear to have any defects that would compromise its use; however, we expressed concern about 
the overdue annual inspection.  Mr. Beck confirmed that Kenmore Air had a recent fire 
inspection, and this fire extinguisher must’ve been overlooked.  

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/documents/fshw92116.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-9903
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-090
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=173-303-100
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Engine Shop:   
Engine parts are cleaned using various types of equipment:  Zep parts washer (cold tank), an 
industrial MART washer, and a Magnus parts washer.  Each of these systems recirculate 
cleaning solutions until they become too dirty, and ineffective.   
 
On the right side of the MART washer, we observed a 1-pint satellite accumulation container of 
black oily parts washer sludge, which was open and lacked dangerous waste and risk labels 
(photo 5-6).  There was also evidence of dangerous waste parts washer sludge accumulated on 
the floor (photo 6).  According to data from TurboWaste, and information gathered from 
previous inspections, Kenmore Air has historically managed this sludge as D008 (lead) 
hazardous waste.  
 
We also observed an open 15-gallon drum labeled as “hazardous waste” with a “toxic” risk label 
containing black oily parts washer sludge (from the MART washer), according to Mr. Beck.  The 
drum had a metal grate positioned over the top, and a 1-pint container tipped over on the grate 
(photo 4).  We spoke with Mr. Al Frazier, who works in the engine shop, and he told us the 1-
pint container was placed on the grate the previous day.  Since I did not observe sludge dripping 
into the container at the time of the inspection (i.e. was not actively draining), the 15-gallon drum 
was considered an open container of dangerous waste. 
 
As we were walking out of the Engine Shop, Mr. Fisher noticed a 5-gallon bucket containing 
dark liquid on the left side of the door (inside the building).  Mr. Beck said he wasn’t aware of 
this container, and identified the contents to be used oil.  The bucket lacked a used oil label and 
was open (photo 7).  Mr. Beck transferred this container to the Oil Shed to bulk into a 55-gallon 
used oil drum during the inspection.  
 
Paint Strip Shop: 
The door to this area had “No Smoking” and “Hazardous Waste Storage Area” signs posted.  On 
the right side, while entering the room, I noticed an emergency eyewash bottle with a “02/2017” 
manufacturer’s expiration date.  
 
Mr. Woodward told us plane parts are treated with alodine (chromic acid) and also stripped of 
paint in this area.  He applies a paint stripper (Ardrox) to the part, allows it to sit overnight, and 
then pressure washes paint off the part.  Wash water and paint chips from this process flows to a 
trench, which leads to a 55-gallon drum in the floor.  Solids settle to the bottom of this drum, and 
water is pumped to the on-site wastewater treatment system.  He said that when this drum fills 
with paint chips and sludge, the contents are managed as dangerous waste. 
 
Mr. Woodward told us the following about the wastewater treatment system: 

• Wastewater treated on-site only comes from the stripping operations (Kenmore Air no 
longer treats wastewater from the Paint Shop). 
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• The “back tank” is for accumulation only.  When the back tank fills, wastewater is 
transferred to the “front tank” for pH adjustment and flocculation. 

• Treated wastewater is evaporated on-site in an evaporator.  
Note: As described in previous inspection reports, Kenmore Air treats dangerous 
wastewater on-site under Permit by Rule (PBR) provisions WAC 173-303-802(5), which 
is covered under a King County Industrial Wastewater zero discharge authorization, 
#9703-03 (expiration March 2020).  

• Wastewater filter cake, evaporator sludge, and paint solids are all consolidated into one 
55-gallon satellite accumulation drum in the paint strip shop, managed as dangerous 
waste. 

 
In the wastewater treatment area, we observed one open 5-gallon bucket containing dry filter 
cake according to Mr. Woodward.  This bucket also lacked dangerous waste and risk labels 
(photo 8).  
 

While re-entering the paint strip shop, Ms. Baker noticed dangerous waste paint chips and 
wastewater accumulated between the edge of the floor and the wall.  In the space between the 
floor and the wall, cracks and small holes open to the pavement outside the building (photo 9 and 
10).  We expressed our concern about the potential for dangerous waste to escape through the 
unsealed gaps while spraying down parts. 

 
Beaver (Main) Hangar, Auxiliary Shop: 
We observed one 5-gallon container with an aerosol puncturing unit attached, labeled as 
hazardous waste flammable liquid.  No compliance issues were noted in this area. 

 
Records Review 
We reviewed the following records: 

• Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifests for 2017 and 2018 – Ms. Baker identified two 
manifests reported on Kenmore Air’s Dangerous Waste Annual Report that were not 
present in the records:  010618325FLE (5/23/2017) and 01153738FLE (11/20/2017).  
After the inspection, Mr. Beck confirmed with their vendor, Clean Harbors, that the 
above mentioned manifest numbers were incorrect.  Excerpt from 4/25/2018 email from 
Mr. Beck: “When I filed out the report I transposed the manifest numbers, 
010618325FLE is actually 010618625FLe and 011153738FLE is actually 
011153838FLE. I have confirmed with our carrier that the manifest numbers were not for 
our facility.” 

• Weekly Accumulation Area and General Facility Inspection Logs for 2017 and 2018 
• Written Contingency Plan (last revised November 20, 2017) 
• Written Training Plan  
• Written Training Records – Mr. Beck told us all employees receive an annual dangerous 

waste training to comply with WAC 173-303-330 every November and he’s the 
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instructor.  He also provided copies of his most recent trainings, provided by Compliance 
Management, Inc. for the following topics: U.S. Department of Transportation, 
Hazardous Waste and Universal Waste, and RCRA Refresher.  

• 2017 Dangerous Waste Annual Report – Kenmore Air did not notify permit by rule 
dangerous waste activity on their 2017 Dangerous Waste Annual Report Site 
Identification (Site ID) Form.  Treatment of wastewater generated in the Strip Shop is 
considered treatment under permit by rule. 

 
Closing Conference 
We reviewed areas of concern identified throughout the inspection, explained the follow-up 
process, thanked Mr. Beck for his time and left the facility at 12:15 p.m.    
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PHOTO LOG 
 
Photographer:  Chad Fisher Witness: Katy Gibbs and Daylin Baker 

 

Area & Description Photographs 

1.  Paint Shop 
 
One 55-gallon drum labeled as “hazardous 
waste,” containing spent paint booth filters, 
had a US Department of Transportation 
Miscellaneous Class 9 shipping label, which 
does not adequately convey the risk during on-
site accumulation 

 
2.  Paint Shop 
 

A toxic risk label was applied to the drum in 
photo 1 during the inspection. 
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3.  Oil Shed/ 90-day Hazardous Waste 
     Accumulation Area (HWAA) 
 
The blue and black 55-gallon drums both 
contain used oil.  When we arrived in the area, 
the blue drum was open with an empty yellow 
funnel resting in the top bung.  Mr. Beck 
removed the funnel and closed the container 
during the inspection. 
 

 

 

4.  Engine Shop 

A 15-gallon drum labeled as “toxic hazardous 
waste” containing black oily parts washer 
sludge from the MART washer was open, with 
a metal grate positioned over the top and a 1-
pint container on top that was no longer 
actively draining.   

 

5.  Engine Shop 

Hazardous waste black oily parts washer 
sludge from the MART washer is collected in a 
small 1-pint container lacking dangerous waste 
and risk labels prior to being accumulated in 
the drum shown in photo 4 (see arrow). 
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6.  Engine Shop 

A 1-pint satellite accumulation container of 
black oily parts washer sludge was open and 
lacked dangerous waste and risk labels.  This 
photo also shows evidence of dangerous waste 
oily parts washer sludge (black substance) 
accumulated on the floor. 

 

 

7.  Engine Shop 

One 5-gallon bucket of used oil was open and 
lacked a “used oil” label. 

 

8.  Paint Strip Shop (Wastewater Treatment 
Area) 

One 5-gallon bucket containing dangerous 
waste dry filter cake was open and lacked both 
hazardous waste and risk labels. 
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9.  Paint Strip Shop 

Dangerous waste paint chips and wastewater 
accumulated between the edge of the floor and 
the wall.  In the space between the floor and 
the wall, cracks and small holes open to the 
area outside the building.  Photos 9 and 10 
depict the same issue. 

 

 

10.  Paint Strip Shop 

Dangerous waste paint chips and wastewater 
accumulated between the edge of the floor and 
the wall.  In the space between the floor and 
the wall, cracks and small holes open to the 
area outside the building.  Photos 9 and 10 
depict the same issue. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


