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Purpose 
of today’s 
meeting
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Provide an overview of the 
Hanford Sitewide Permit.

Share how you can get 
informed and provide input.

Answer questions.



Nuclear Waste Program’s 
vision and mission

Our Vision
The legacy contamination at the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Hanford Site is 
cleaned up to restore, protect, and 
preserve the land, air, and water for 
beneficial use.

Our Mission
Protect the State’s air, water, and land 
at and adjacent to Energy’s Hanford 
Site by overseeing effective and 
efficient cleanup to ensure sound 
management of mixed hazardous 
wastes in Washington.
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Why it matters
• Properly permitted facilities ensure that the cleanup mission progresses in a safe, efficient, and 

environmentally protective manner.
• The permittees (U.S. Department of Energy and its contractors) and Ecology will work to one standard.
• Public input is vital in producing a permit that reflects community values and priorities.
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History

• The Hanford Site created plutonium 
for the nation’s nuclear weapons 
from the 1944 to the late 1980s. 

• The Tri-Party Agreement was signed 
in 1989.

• Hanford’s mission now is to clean 
up the contamination and waste 
left behind from production.
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Permitting Authority

• The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency delegated Resource, 
Conservation, and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
authority to Ecology.

• RCRA gives Ecology authority to issue 
permits for:

• Management of dangerous 
and mixed wastes

• Cleanup of spills, leaks and 
other contamination
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The long, legal name
Hanford Facility Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
Permit, Dangerous Waste Portion for the Treatment, Storage, 
and Disposal of Dangerous Waste. 
It is more commonly called the Hanford Sitewide Permit or 
simply the Sitewide Permit.
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What is the 
Hanford 
Sitewide 
Permit?

Ecology’s tool for overseeing the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s treatment, storage, and disposal of mixed 
hazardous and radioactive waste at 52 facilities and 
waste sites across the Hanford Site.
Our goal is to issue a current permit that is:
• Protective of human health and the environment.
• Responsive to public comments.
• Consistent and enforceable.
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Hanford Sitewide Permit History
• The Hanford Sitewide Permit was first 

issued in 1994. 
• The permittees are currently operating 

under the Hanford Sitewide Permit, 
Revision 8C.

• There are 22 unit groups covered by the 
Rev. 8C Permit.
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Revision 9 history
• The draft Hanford Sitewide Permit Revision 91 

was open for a 174-day public comment period 
in 2012.

• We received more than 5,000 comments.
• This feedback led to significant changes and 

revisions to the permit.
• The permit was rewritten in collaboration with 

the permittees and the EPA.

1https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/nwp/permitting/hdwp/rev/9/index.html
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Maintaining the 
current permit

We have issued and 
continue to issue permit 
modifications and 
revisions to the existing 
Rev. 8C Permit to support 
ongoing cleanup work. 
While we’ve been keeping 
Rev. 8C up to date, we’ve 
been preparing the draft 
Rev. 9A Permit renewal.
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Hanford Sitewide Permit, Rev. 9A

• Revision 9A (Rev. 9A) is the draft renewal of 
the Sitewide Permit.

• Ecology is holding a 120-day public comment 
period starting June 29, 2026.

• There are 52 unit groups in this revision.

We need your input!
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What is a unit group?
• A facility or waste site in the Sitewide 

Permit that we regulate is called a unit 
group.

• There are four types of unit groups in the 
Permit:
• Operating unit groups (14)
• Closure unit groups (34)
• Post closure unit groups (2)
• Corrective Actions unit groups (2)
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Permit structure
• There are 6 parts of the Sitewide 

Permit:
• I and II General Conditions
• III Operating Unit Groups
• IV Corrective Action Unit 

Groups
• V Closure Unit Groups
• VI Post-Closure Unit Groups
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What’s new
• There are 30 unit groups added to the Rev. 9A Permit.
• We also updated:

• Standard Conditions which apply to all unit groups in the 
Hanford Sitewide Permit.

• Conditions for each individual unit group.
• Attachments

15



How you can 
get involved

• Start by checking out our Hanford Sitewide Permit Revision 
9A Baseball Cards1

• Follow for updates on Hanford Sitewide Permit – 
Washington State Department of Ecology2

• There are many ways to learn about the Sitewide Permit:
• Public meetings
• Lunch & Learns
• Website
• Public hearings
• Spread the word
• Ask us questions! 

1https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2605004.pdf
2Ecology.wa.gov/REV9A
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How to provide comments starting June 29
• eComments – Draft Hanford Sitewide Permit Rev 9A1

• Email – Hanford@ecy.wa.gov
• Oral testimony at a public hearing
• Mail or deliver to – Washington State Department of Ecology

ATTN: Daina McFadden
3100 Port of Benton Blvd
Richland, WA 99354

1 https://nw.ecology.commentinput.com?id=5DsM9EcjB 
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Thank you
Follow Ecology’s Nuclear Waste Program on Facebook, 
Bluesky, and our website https://ecology.wa.gov/REV9A
Please fill out our meeting feedback survey: 
https://forms.office.com/g/XhPbCLas6n 

@EcologyWAHanford 

@ecologyhanford.bsky.social

Nuclear Waste Program
509-372-7950
Hanford@ecy.wa.gov
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ADA 
Accessibility

The Department of Ecology is committed to providing people 
with disabilities access to information and services by meeting 
or exceeding the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 and 508 of the 
Rehabilitation Act, and Washington State Policy #188. 

To request an ADA accommodation, contact Ecology by phone 
at 360-407-6831  or email at ecyadacoordinator@ecy.wa.gov. 
For Washington Relay Service or TTY call 711 or 877-833-
6341. Visit Ecology’s website for more information.
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Supplemental 
Information 
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Sitewide Permit Terminology
• Hanford Sitewide Permit Renewal, Revision 9A: The current Hanford Sitewide Permit, 

Revision 8C is going through a renewal, Revision 9A. The Hanford Sitewide Permit Revision 
9 went out for public review in 2012. More than 5,000 public, Tribal Nation, Energy and 
Hanford Contractor comments were sent to Ecology. Since then, Ecology has worked with 
the permittees on the deficient information.

• Unit Group: An area within the Hanford Site that manages dangerous waste. There are 52 
operating, closing, post-closure and corrective action unit groups in the renewal. For 
example, the Waste Treatment Plant is a unit group.

• Dangerous Waste Management Unit: The term “Unit” or “Treatment, Storage and Disposal 
(TSD) unit,” as used in Parts I through VI of this permit, means the contiguous area of land 
on or in which dangerous waste is placed, or the largest area in which there is a significant 
likelihood of mixing dangerous waste constituents in the same area. A TSD unit, for 
purposes of this permit, is a subgroup of the facility which has been identified in a Hanford 
Facility Dangerous Waste Part A Form.
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Sitewide Permit Terminology (con’t)
• Dangerous Waste: Solid wastes designated under Chapter 173-303 WAC 

as dangerous or extremely hazardous waste. As used in the permit, the 
phrase “dangerous waste” will refer to the full universe of wastes 
regulated by Chapter 70A.300 RCW and Chapter 173-303 WAC 
(including dangerous waste, hazardous waste, extremely hazardous 
waste, mixed waste, and acutely hazardous waste).

• Mixed Waste: Dangerous, extremely hazardous, or acutely hazardous 
waste that contains both a nonradioactive hazardous component and, 
as defined in 10 CFR 20.1003, source, special nuclear, or by-product 
material subject to the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C 2011 et 
seq.)
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Sitewide Permit Terminology (con’t) 
• Permit Conditions: Under WAC 173-303-810, Ecology writes permit conditions in 

dangerous waste permits. The standard conditions for the Hanford Sitewide 
Permit includes conditions set forth in WAC 173-303 and are consistent with 
Washington State permits.

• Permittees: U.S. Department of Energy and Hanford Contractors
• Operating Unit Groups: Sites that are operational, managing waste (except WTP 

and IDF currently)
• Corrective Action Unit Groups: Sites that include groundwater operable units, and 

CERCLA and RCRA operable units.
• Closure Unit Groups: Sites that are undergoing closure.
• Post-Closure Unit Groups: Sites that are already closed and managed under post-

closure regulations.
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Operating Unit Groups

• Low-Activity Waste Pretreatment 
System OUG-1

• Liquid Effluent Retention Facility 
and 200 Area Effluent Treatment 
Facility OUG-3

• 242-A Evaporator OUG-4
• 325 Hazardous Waste Treatment 

Unit OUG-5
• Central Waste Complex OUG-6*
• 222-S Laboratory Complex OUG-8
• T Plant Complex OUG-9*

Text in bold indicates an addition in the unit groups since Rev. 9.
*SWOC Unit Groups

• Waste Treatment and 
Immobilization Plant OUG-10

• Integrated Disposal Facility OUG-11
• Double-Shell Tank and 204-AR 

Waste Unloading Station OUG-12
• Waste Encapsulation Storage 

Facility OUG-14
• Low-Level Burial Grounds 31 and 

34 OUG-17*
• Low-Level Burial Grounds 94 OUG-

18*
• Capsule Interim Storage OUG-19
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Closure Unit Groups
• Single-Shell Tanks CUG-4
• Waste Encapsulation Storage Facility A-F CUG-6
• 216-A-29 Ditch CUG-11
• 216-A-36B Crib CUG-12
• 216-A-37-1 Crib CUG-13
• 216-S-10 Pond & Ditch CUG-14
• 241-CX Tank System CUG-15
• Hexone Storage and Treatment Facility CUG-19
• Nonradioactive Dangerous Waste Facility CUG-20
• 216-B-63 Trench CUG-21
• 216-B-3 Main Pond CUG-22
• B Plant Complex CUG-24
• PUREX CUG-25
• Low-Level Burial Grounds Green Islands CUG-26
• T Plant 277-T Building Non-CAFO CUG-27*
• T Plant 277-T Outdoor Storage Area CAFO CUG-28*
• T Plant 271-T Cage CAFO CUG-29*

Text in bold indicates an addition to the unit groups since Rev. 9.
*SWOC Unit Groups

• T Plant 211 T Pad CAFO CUG-30*
• 324 Dangerous Waste Management Units CUG-31
• Central Waste Complex Outdoor Storage Area A CAFO CUG-

34*
• Central Waste Complex Outdoor Storage Area B CAFO CUG-

35*
• Central Waste Complex: D-10 Tank Outdoor Storage Area 

Non-CAFO CUG-36*
• T Plant 221-T Sand Filter Pad CAFO CUG-37*
• T Plant 221-T R5 WSA CAFO CUG-38*
• Central Waste Complex 2401-West Storage Building CUG-39*
• T Plant 2706-TB Tank System Non-CAFO CUG-40*
• T Plant 221-T Railroad Cut Non-CAFO UG-41*
• T Plant 221-T Pipe Gallery Non-CAFO CUG-42*
• T Plant 221-T Tank System Non-CAFO CUG-43*
• 400 Area Waste Management Units CUG-44
• Double-Shell Tank AY-102 CUG-45
• T Plant 221-T Cell 11-L CUG-46*
• Waste Receiving and Processing Facility CUG-47*
• 325 High-Level Vault Tanks CUG-48
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Corrective Action and Post-Closure

Corrective Action Unit 
Groups
• Corrective Action Units: 
Waste Management Units 
CA-1

• Corrective Action Units: 
Groundwater Operable 
Units CA-2

Post-Closure Unit Groups
• 300 Area Process 
Trenches PCU-1

• 183-H Solar Evaporation 
Basins PCU-2
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Permit portions within unit groups

• Fact Sheet: Technical Basis 
for the permit or 
modification

• Permit Conditions
• Part A
• Waste Analysis Plans
• Process
• Groundwater Monitoring

• Security
• Preparedness and Prevention
• Training
• Closure Plan
• Inspection
• Contingency Plan
• Post-Closure
• Appendices or Attachments
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Permit Attachments

• Attachment 1: Tri-Party Agreement link and information
• Attachment 2: Legal Description and Operating Boundary
• Attachment 3: Security
• Attachment 4: Hanford Emergency Management Plan
• Attachment 5: Hanford Facility Personnel Training Program
• Attachment 6: Recordkeeping and Reports
• Attachment 7: Reserved

• In Rev. 8C Attachment 7 is the Policy on Remediation of Existing Wells and Acceptance Criteria for RCRA and 
CERCLA.

• Attachment 8: Inspection and Training Plan for Groundwater Monitoring Wells
• In Rev. 9 this was a Permit Unit History, which now exists in the Parts I and II Conditions.

• Attachment 9: Permit Applicability Matrix
• Attachment 10: Strategy for Handling and Disposing of Purgewater
• Attachment 11: Groundwater Monitoring Quality Assurance Project Plan and Sampling 

Protocol
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