STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

Richland Field Office
3100 Port of Benton Blvd., Richland, WA 99354 e 509-372-7950

September 17, 2026 26-NWP-145
Raymond M. Geimer, Manager Kenneth Langdon

Hanford Field Office President & Program Manager

United States Department of Energy Hanford Tank Waste Operations & Closure

PO Box 550 PO Box 788

Richland, Washington 99352 Richland, Washington 99352

Re: West Area Risk Management System -- Demonstration of Compliance
Reference: See page 2
Dear Raymond M. Geimer and Kenneth Langdon:

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) received a Notice of Intent (NOI) from the United States
Department of Energy (USDOE) to construct the West Area Risk Management System (WARMS)
facilities (Reference). Included with the NOI was the demonstration of compliance with siting criteria
per WAC 173-303-282(6)&(7).

After reviewing the documentation submitted, Ecology is granting tentative approval of the
demonstration of compliance for the WARMS siting criteria.

A proposed site which is not disqualified under these criteria will be further studied to determine if it
qualifies under site specific rules. Compliance with the siting criteria does not imply that a given project at
a given location poses an acceptable level of risk, nor does it commit the department to the issuance of a
dangerous waste permit. Projects that demonstrate compliance with the siting criteria will be subjected
to comprehensive environmental and technical review pursuant to applicable laws and regulations before
the department makes a final decision on a dangerous waste permit (WAC-173-303-282).

Ecology will continue to coordinate with interested local governments throughout review of the proposal.

If you have any questions, please contact William Hudson, Permit Writer, at (509) 537-6662 or
william.hudson@ecy.wa.gov or Veronica Scott, Permit Coordinator, at (509) 975-6477 or
veronica.scott@ecy.wa.gov.

Sincerely,

L Bl

Edward Holbrook
Deputy Program Manager
Nuclear Waste Program

wkh/rs

cc: See page 2
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Reference: Letter 26-ECD-0095, dated July 29, 2026 “Notice of Intent for the West Area Risk
Management System”
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