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ABOUT THE HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD

The Hanford Advisory Board (HAB, Board) is a nonpartisan and broadly representative
body consisting of a balanced mix of the diverse interests that represent groups or
communities affected by the Hanford Site cleanup mission. The HAB is one of eight local
advisory boards that make up the DOE EM Site-Specific Advisory Board (EM SSAB). As set
forth in its charter and memorandum of understanding, the primary mission of the HAB is to
provide informed recommendations and advice to the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE),
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Washington State Department of
Ecology (Ecology), also known as the Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) agencies, on select major
policy issues related to Hanford cleanup.

The Hanford Advisory Board is unique among the U.S. Department of Energy’s
Environmental Management Site-Specific Advisory Boards (SSABs) in that it provides input
to three agencies. While this work plan is structured to reflect DOE’s priorities, in line with
SSAB program guidance, it also acknowledges the Board’s role in supporting interagency
collaboration.

Where appropriate, the work plan will identify topics for informational briefings or potential
advice intended specifically for DOE, EPA, or Ecology. These efforts are an important
reflection of the HAB'’s longstanding commitment to collaborative, transparent advice and
recommendations across all three TPA agencies.

The goal of the HAB is to develop consensus policy recommendations and advice to benefit
the cleanup mission and be representative of the diverse opinions and perspectives of
communities and organizations throughout the affected region.

The HAB is intended to be a component for Hanford public involvement, but not to be the
sole conduit for those activities. The HAB assists the agencies in focusing on public
involvement. Through its open public subcommittee and Board meetings, advice on agency
public involvement activities, and the responsibilities of HAB members to communicate with
their constituents, the HAB assists the broader public in becoming more informed and
meaningfully involved in Hanford cleanup decisions.

Board and subcommittee meetings are recorded and posted on the Hanford YouTube page.

Scope of Issues

The primary mission of the Hanford Site is cleanup, including both waste management and
environmental restoration activities.

A fundamental responsibility of the HAB is to respond to requests for policy-level advice
from the TPA agencies. Therefore, annually, the TPA agencies will provide the HAB with a
draft work plan and consult with HAB leadership on the major policy issues where it is
anticipated the HAB’s advice would be helpful.




SUBCOMMITTEES

The HAB consists of the following subcommittees, which may develop related advice for
consideration by the full Board. Subcommittee meetings are open to all HAB members and
the public.

Cleanup and Risk Mitigation (CARM)

The CARM Subcommittee’s mission is to draft advice pertaining to characterization and
cleanup of Central Plateau and Columbia River Corridor waste sites, disposition of unused
facilities, groundwater investigation and remediation, or closure of waste management
areas.

Community Outreach and Engagement (COE)

The COE Subcommittee’s mission is to encourage outreach and engagement between the
TPA agencies and the community at large. The COE Subcommittee will draft advice on
ways to create opportunities for communication and dialogue, and explore community
values and concerns, public health and safety issues, public involvement strategies, and
effective information transfer.

Land Use, Infrastructure, Waste Disposition, and Safety (LIDS)

The LIDS Subcommittee’s mission is to draft advice pertaining to future land use, long-term
stewardship, infrastructure, and waste disposal. The LIDS Subcommittee will also consider
how cleanup activities and DOE and contractor operations impact worker health and safety.

Tank Waste Stewardship and Treatment (TWST)

The TWST Subcommittee’s mission is to draft advice pertaining to processing, storage, and
permitting of tank waste; tank integrity; treatment strategies; and related facilities.

Executive Steering Committee (ESC)

The ESC’s mission is to coordinate Board processes, needs, and workflow. This
subcommittee is comprised of members serving in HAB elected positions. These are
working meetings and are not open to the public.




MEETINGS

The TPA agencies will support regular and special meetings of the HAB and its
subcommittees, contingent upon available resources.

All HAB meetings are open to the public and will include time for public comment.

The Board and subcommittees will meet regularly throughout the year. The Board will
conduct a leadership workshop in the spring to discuss DOE’s proposed work plan for the
next fiscal year and calendar, as well as other items important to the HAB’s operations and
processes.

During full Board meetings, primary members (or alternates when the primary member is
not present) will discuss draft advice with the goal being consensus and issuance of the
advice if there is a quorum. Board meetings will be announced with a Federal Register
notice.

e Board meetings are held quarterly.

e Committee of the Whole (COTW) are held for the Hanford cleanup topics which span
the scope of multiple subcommittees. When this situation occurs, a Committee of the
Whole (COTW) can be suggested either at the Board or subcommittee level. The TPA
agencies anticipate holding up to two (2) COTW meetings in FY26. Dates and topics
will be confirmed when available.

¢ Subcommittee meetings will be held quarterly.

¢ Issue Manager/Topic Team meetings and subcommittee meeting planning calls will be
held as needed.

o Subcommittee Leadership calls are held as needed to discuss preparations for future
meetings. Monthly placeholders are identified on the HAB fiscal year 2026 calendar.

** Calls or meetings may be added, cancelled, or rescheduled as needed. **




CALENDAR

October 2025

e Oct. 6: Leadership Workshop
Oct. 7: New Member Orientation and Tour
Oct. 8 & 9: Board Meeting and (if needed) COTW
Oct. 22: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder
Oct. 28-29: EM-SSAB Chairs Meeting (Virtual)

November 2025
e Nov. 5 & 6: Subcommittee Meetings

December 2025
e Dec. 3: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder

January 2026
¢ Jan. 14 & 15: Board Meeting and (if needed) COTW
¢ Jan. 28: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder

February 2026
e Feb. 11 & 12: Subcommittee Meetings
¢ Feb. 25: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder

March 2026
e March 25: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder

April 2026
e April 15 & 16: Board Meeting and (if needed) COTW
e April 29: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder

May 2026
¢ May 6 & 7: Subcommittee Meetings
e May 27: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder

June 2026
¢ June 24: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder

July 2026
e July 8 & 9: Board Meeting and (if needed) COTW
o July 29: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder

August 2026
e Aug. 5 & 6: Subcommittee Meetings
e Aug. 26: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder

September 2026
e Sept. 21-25: EM National Cleanup Workshop
o Sept. 30: ESC/Subcommittee Planning Placeholder




WORK PLAN

TPA Requested Advice/Action: The tables below include potential advice/action
requested by the TPA agencies.

Purpose Definitions/Guidance:

Items in the work plan marked:

o Action: refer to topics where the HAB — either the full board, a subcommittee, and/or
an issue manager team — is expected to perform specific activities, such as leading
or collaborating on development of a strategy or other plan, sharing their board-
related functions with their constituencies, or otherwise fulfilling the duties of their
role.

o Advice: refer to specific topics on which the Tri-Party Agreement agencies are
requesting formal advice from the HAB.

*Note* - Some of the requested advice will be directed towards a single agency, and
not all three. This will be noted in the below table.

¢ Informational: refer to topics for which no action or advice is identified for either the
HAB or the agencies; these topics are for education and awareness.

The following topics and briefings are anticipated to be presented or discussed during fiscal
year 2026. Actual topics and presenters are subject to change based on availability,
events, and pace of cleanup progress. Emerging issues may be added to the work plan
with the agreement of the ESC and TPA Agencies.

NOTE: When developing advice, the Board is encouraged to consider current programmatic
constraints, including limited funding, resource availability, and regulatory requirements, to
help ensure recommendations are grounded in operational realities.




Cleanup and Risk Mitigation (CARM)

Topic

Purpose

Comprehensive Cleanup (M-15, M-16, M-85 milestone) Negotiations
The Tri-Parties continue to negotiate:

e M-15 covers the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study
investigation process for all non-tank farm, non-canyon operating
units.

e M-16 covers the remedial actions for non-tank farm, non-canyon
operating units. This includes both soil and groundwater.

e M-85 covers all response actions for the canyon facilities and
associated operating units, except for U Plant and T Plant.

The TPA agencies are requesting advice once negotiations have been
completed and a draft released for public comment.

Advice

Requested by
TPA Agencies

Stakeholder Considerations for Transuranic Waste Shipments

As DOE prepares for transuranic waste shipments beginning in 2028,
the HAB is being asked to provide advice on how DOE should conduct
community outreach, communicate risk, and address stakeholder
concerns. The goal is to ensure DOE considers public priorities and
effectively addresses anticipated questions or objections as planning
moves forward.

Advice
(prefer by end of
Q3)

Requested by
Department of
Energy

Informational briefings should primarily be to support the above Advice and
Action requests. Other informational briefings may be provided if deemed
relevant, timely, or emerging. The TPA agencies will work with HAB to
determine which informational briefings can be supported

Proposed Informational Briefings:
e Groundwater
— Rebound studies in River Corridor
— 618-11 enhanced monitoring evaluations

update)

e 324 Building
e Waste Encapsulation and Storage Facility
e 200-lA-1 feasibility study
e Transuranic (TRU) waste certification
¢ Contact-Handled Waste Processing Facility for TRU/TRUM waste
e Deep vadose zone study
e 100-K and 100-N Areas:

— Decision Document Update

— 300 Area uranium sequestration (included within annual groundwater

Informational




Community Outreach and Engagement (COE)

Topic Purpose

Partnering on Community Outreach through Open House Events

Provide input on structuring and supporting TPA or individual agency
open house-style public events that allow community members to

interact with agency staff and learn more about cleanup activities. The Advice
Board may offer recommendations on event format, key messaging, (Prefer by end of
and engagement strategies to strengthen outreach and transparency. Q1)
Broadening Public Awareness of the Hanford Site
Provide advice on how the TPA Agencies at the Hanford Field Office $SZLfStidey
can more effectively increase public understanding and awareness of gencies
the Hanford Site. Input will focus on outreach methods, communication
strategies, and partnerships to expand beyond the immediate local area
and engage a broader regional audience.
Increasing HAB Member and Public Participation
e Discuss strategies and provide recommendations to engage with and Advice
promote the HAB to the community (locally and regionally) (Prefer by end of
e Discuss strategies to increase HAB member engagement and improve Q2)
retention R tod b
e Discuss strategies to improve communication with HAB member Tlgzlfs ed by
constituencies gencies
Community Engagement Plan Advice
. . : . (Prefer Q2/3)
Ecology will share its agency-wide community engagement plan (when
flnall_z_ed) and will tr’wen seek advice from the Board on its draft plan Requested by
specific to Ecology’s Nuclear Waste Program. Department of
Ecology

New Member Orientation. Ensure new HAB members are knowledgeable of:

e HAB mission and scope

e HAB protocols to achieve civility and respect between all parties during
HAB meetings and events Action
HAB processes and subcommittees
Tri-Party Agreement HAB Memorandum of Understanding and how it
relates to the mission of the HAB.

Informational briefings should primarily be to support the above Advice and
Action requests. Other informational briefings may be provided if deemed
relevant, timely, or emerging. The TPA agencies will work with HAB to
determine which informational briefings can be supported Informational

Proposed Informational Briefings:
e Review of 2025 TPA Public Involvement Survey Results




Land Use, Infrastructure, Waste Disposition, and Safety (LIDS)

Topic Purpose

Improving Accessibility and Messaging in Hanford Historic Site Tours
Provide feedback on how Hanford-related tours—particularly B Reactor
and other Manhattan Project sites—can be improved to increase Advice
accessibility, appeal to broader audiences, and connect the site’s (Prefer end of Q4)
history to current cleanup efforts. The Board may offer suggestions on
tour logistics, storytelling approaches, and opportunities to strengthen Requested by
community engagement through these experiences. Department of
Note: Prior to this advice, DOE will schedule a briefing/discussion with Energy
the National Park Service and Assistant Manager for River and Plateau
representatives to consider the requested advice.

Future Land Use
The primary mission of the Hanford Site is cleanup. However, recently,
there have been a number of publicly available articles and inquiries
associated with various commercial entities interested in potential future
economic and energy related activities on the Hanford Site (e.g., solar Advice
farms, small-modular reactors, data centers). Given the variety of
interests, and consistent with Hanford’s current Comprehensive Land Requested by
Use Plan, what potential future industries, entities or uses would the Department of
HAB recommend on behalf of local communities and organizations for Energy
further consideration and evaluation by DOE?

Leveraging Risk Reduction Successes to Address Cleanup Challenges
Identify risk reduction strategies and activities at Hanford that are
viewed as successful and effective. Based on these strengths, the Advice
Board will provide advice on how DOE can further leverage those
successes—collaboratively and efficiently—to address higher-risk Requested by
cleanup challenges. The intent is to explore how building agreement on Department of
“‘what’s working” can foster productive dialogue and joint problem- Energy
solving in areas where resource constraints, regulatory requirements,
or technical limitations pose significant barriers.

Informational briefings should primarily be to support the above Advice and

Action requests. Other informational briefings may be provided if deemed

relevant, timely, or emerging. The TPA agencies will work with HAB to

determine which informational briefings can be supported

Proposed Informational Briefings: _

Informational

¢ Infrastructure Updates
e HMIS Annual Environmental Sampling Report*
o Workforce Safety & Health
— Emergency response and Emergency preparedness




Tank Waste Stewardship and Treatment (TWST)

West Area Risk Management (WARM)
Tank integrity

Retrievals

Closure

Waste incidental to reprocessing

Topic Purpose
Community Support for Holistic Agreement Advice
Provide policy-level advice on outreach strategies, messaging, and (prefer by end of
opportunities to reinforce trust and transparency in tank waste mission Q2)
with the public and build community support following the holistic
agreement. Requested by
TPA Agencies
Informational briefings should primarily be to support the above Advice and
Action requests. Other informational briefings may be provided if deemed
relevant, timely, or emerging. The TPA agencies will work with HAB to
determine which informational briefings can be supported
Proposed Informational Briefings:
e Direct-Feed Low-Activity Waste (DFLAW) Program _
Informational




Executive Steering Committee (ESC)

Topic Purpose

Hanford Site Cleanup Priorities

DOE continues to appreciate the strong support provided by Congress
and will continue to work with our regulators to prioritize the work with
the funding we receive from Congress that will contribute to the safety
of our workforce and protect our community as we clean up the Advice
environment. However, as the HAB is aware, funding and resources are
not unlimited. Continuing the complex cleanup work at Hanford requires Requested by
the Tri-Party Agreement agencies to balance several considerations, TPA Agencies
including competing priorities for budget. In a resource constrained
scenario, what are the HAB’s recommended near-term cleanup mission
priorities considering, among other factors, risk to human health (i.e.,
workers and the public) and the environment?

Enhancing Public Messaging and Online Accessibility

Advice
Provide feedback on how the TPA agencies can improve public messaging, (prefer by end of
particularly through online platforms. Advice may include ideas for clearer, Q2)
more engaging digital content, improving the accessibility of online tools and
information, and incorporating more visible leadership communication—such Requested by
as short videos or interactive elements—to guide public understanding of TPA Agencies
Hanford activities.
Draft Hanford Sitewide Permit 9A _
¢ Review incorporation of comments from HAB’s 2012 Advice #262 Advice
on Rev. 9 Permit Department of
e Review what's new in this permit renewal and what has been Ecology

revised

Operating Ground Rules

EM-SSAB will be updating their desk reference with an ETA of calendar Action
year 2026. Once received, the HAB Operating Ground Rules will need
to be updated. DOE will prepare a draft for HAB review.

Review and provide feedback on:
— Administrative/Board logistics
Develop:
— EM SSAB round robin slides
— Spring EM-SSAB Chairs Meeting
— Recommended tour stops (if available)

Action




Full Board

Topic

Purpose

Assistance with Public Meeting Briefings and Anticipated Questions

The HAB will be briefed on presentations ahead of select public
meetings. While current HQ review timelines limit the ability to make
changes to the slides themselves, the purpose of this review is to help
presenters anticipate potential community questions and improve
delivery. Feedback may also inform talking points, presenter notes, and
messaging strategy to support clearer and more effective public
communication.

Action

Informational briefings should primarily be to support the above Advice and
Action requests. Other informational briefings may be provided if deemed
relevant, timely, or emerging. The TPA agencies will work with HAB to
determine which informational briefings can be supported

Proposed Informational Briefings:

e Dangerous Waste Permitting 101
e Sodium Reaction Facility

Informational




