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April 30, 2026 

Ray Geimer 
US Department of Energy, Hanford Field Office  
P.O. Box 550 
Richland, WA 99352 

Stephanie Schleif 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
3100 Port of Benton Blvd.  
Richland, WA 99352 

Dr. Laura Buelow 
US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
825 Jadwin Ave., Suite 210 (A1-43) 
Richland, WA 99352 

Re: Outreach Considerations for 2028 TRU/M and Other Upcoming 
Shipping Campaigns (HAB Consensus Advice #325) 

Dear Mr. Geimer, Ms. Schleif, and Dr. Buelow: 

Background: 

As part of the 2021 major milestone package for the M-091 series, the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) committed to resuming shipments of 
transuranic and transuranic mixed waste (TRU/M) to the Waste Isolation 
Pilot Plant (WIPP) near Carlsbad, New Mexico. The target for resuming 
those shipments is 2028, and it has been 15 years since a large-scale shipping 
campaign of waste leaving Hanford was conducted.  While this advice is 
primarily focused on the TRU/M shipping campaign and the Hanford 
transportation corridor—which runs through Washington, Oregon, and 
Idaho—portions of the advice may also apply to other upcoming shipping 
campaigns from the Waste Treatment Plant and from 200-West tank farms. 

While the DOE Hanford Field Office is responsible for retrieving and 
processing TRU/M, certification and transport of the material is the 
obligation of the DOE Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO).  The Carlsbad office 
has standing relationships with state governments along the respective 
transport corridors through the WIPP Transportation Technical Advisory 
Group (TAG), sponsored by the Western Interstate Energy Board (WIEB), 
and coordinates with Tribal Nations through the Tribal Radioactive Materials 
Transportation Committee (TRMTC) of the National Transportation Safety 
Forum.  

 

Advising: 
US Department of Energy 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
WA Department of Ecology  

Hanford Advisory Board Membership: 
Benton-Franklin Council of Governments 
City of West Richland 
Grant & Franklin Counties 

Central Washington Building Trades 
Council 
Hanford Atomic Metal Trade Council 
“Non-Union, Non-Management” 
Employees 
Hanford Challenge 

Local Environmental Interests 

Columbia Riverkeeper 
Heart of America Northwest  
Women of Wisdom 

Kadlec 

Yakama Nation  
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation 

Oregon Hanford Cleanup Board  
Oregon Department of Energy 

Columbia Basin College 

Public At Large  

Facilitation: 
Street Legal Industries, Inc.  
1177 Jadwin Ave, Suite #102 
Richland, WA 99352 

Phone: (509) 392-7778 
HAB@pcifederal.com 

Teresa Booth
Document Received Stamp
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A formal guide was collaboratively developed to execute the shipping campaign, including public awareness, first 
responder training, and the roles and responsibilities of state governments along the route. CBFO is expected to 
begin an educational “roadshow” to the Hanford transportation corridor in late 2026 to prepare for shipping 
TRU/M by 2028. These roadshows are standard practice for TRU/M campaigns and serve to inform the public 
and government officials along the transportation route. 

It is in this context that the Hanford Advisory Board (HAB) provides advice on outreach for TRU/M and other 
shipping campaigns—the Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) agencies who receive this advice can inform the TRU/M 
shipping outreach, but do not control the program. As such, this advice will provide recommendations for the 
TPA agencies to convey to CBFO as well as actions that can be taken in addition to those already being 
conducted.   

Advice:  

The HAB advises the TPA agencies to take the following into consideration when conducting or supporting 
transportation campaigns on the regions’ roadways: 

• Provide specific venue and audience suggestions to the DOE Carlsbad Field Office (CBFO) for potential 
roadshow locations. The roadshow provides an opportunity to meet communities where they are, and the TPA 
agencies have unique knowledge as to which communities should be engaged. The HAB and public can be 
asked to assist in brainstorming potential outreach venues and targets. 

• Ask CBFO to ensure that there is information about all of the different shipping containers which may be part 
of the campaign during the roadshow.  

• Create an email address or other contact method whereby interested parties can ask questions about the 
shipping campaign and get answers. 

• Invite CBFO to provide an annual update on the ongoing shipping campaign and host an annual WIPP tour 
for interested HAB members. 

• Develop periodically (perhaps quarterly) updated infographics which present the number of shipments 
planned and completed, the remaining quantities of materials in the Central Waste Complex, and other 
volumes as specified in the TRU Project Management Plan1. Example infographics from the Plutonium 
Uranium Extraction Plant (PUREX) Tunnel 2’s stabilization and the Plutonium Finishing Plant waste removal 
are attached. Such a product will help the TPA agencies show progress in this extended duration campaign.  

• Hold and record plain-language, non-technical webinars or lunch and learns with easy to grasp information 
about what TRU/M is and what the hazards associated with the “mixed” components of the wastes could be. 
This could be repeated for non-TRU/M shipping campaigns. 

• Generate fact sheets about the wastes and shipping campaigns written in plain language and available in 
multiple languages.   

• Determine if there is an appropriate entry-level transportation response workshop that could be offered to the 
public as part of the outreach. 

• Discuss cross-posted content for informing the public with CBFO’s/WIPP’s social media teams. 



Sincerely, 

���,Chair 
Hanford Advisory Board 

The Oregon Department of Energy consents to the advice but offers the following statement: Multiple seats on the Board did not receive 

their appointments before this advice was considered. Oregon points out that, while there was quorum, the consensus at the full Board 

meeting excludes those members whose packets were delayed. 

References: I. M-091 Transuranic Mixed and Mixed Low-Level Waste Project Management Plan, HNF-19169, Revision 27, April

2025. Link: https://pdw.hanford.gov/document/AR-35475

Attachments: I. PUREX Tunnel 2 Interim Stabilization Progress, March 31, 2019 

CC: 

2. Plutonium Finishing Plant Update for the Week Ending Dec. 15, 2019

Tim Walsh, DOE-EM 

Julia Shenk, DOE-EM 

Meegan Tripp, DOE-HFO 

Ryan Miller, ECY 

Roberto Armijo, EPA 

Melanie Snyder, WIPP TAG 

DOE Carlsbad Field Office 

Oregon and Washington Congressional Delegations 

Savannah River Site Citizens Advisory Board 

Nevada Site Specific Advisory Board 

Northern New Mexico Citizens Advisory Board 

Paducah Citizens Advisory Board 

Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board 

Idaho Cleanup Board 

Portsmouth Site Specific Advisory Board 

Kelly Snyder, DFO 
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