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Dear Ms. Coleman: 

HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD APRIL 30, 2026, CONSENSUS ADVICE NO. 326, BUILD AND 
MAINTAIN COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR TANK WASTE MISSION 

Thank you for your advice dated April 30, 2026, regarding community support of the task waste 
mission.  The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), 
and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (Tri-Party Agreement agencies) appreciate your 
continued focus on the importance of long-term, multi-generational public engagement and your 
thoughtful ideas for enhancing community trust and support for the tank waste mission. 

Consistent, open, and accessible outreach is vital for maintaining public confidence, and we 
acknowledge the value of your suggestions for tailoring information and experiences to engage different 
audiences.  We agree that public engagement requires ongoing adaptation, both in format and content, 
to reach people where they are. 

The Hanford Site employs multiple media channels, and we continue to monitor and pursue new 
opportunities for sharing information and materials with the community.  We will continue to strive to 
make technical information more accessible and digestible through plain language communications and 
interactive resources. 

DOE has a dedicated group of federal and contractor employees participating in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics activities at local schools, supporting education and engagement with 
younger populations.  Partnering with local institutions and educational groups remains a priority, and 
we are grateful for your input toward expanding these efforts. 

As always, we welcome and encourage Hanford Advisory Board (HAB) 
successes and updates at events they attend, helping to inform and engage the broader community. 

considered as we refine our communication and public involvement strategies. 
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Thank you for your partnership, advocacy, and creative ideas.  We remain committed to building and 
maintaining community support for the Hanford mission, including the tank waste mission, today and in 
the years to come. 
 
The Tri-Party Agreement agencies are committed to working together in partnership as we move 
forward on Hanford cleanup.  Ecology will be submitting their advice response related to community 
support for the tank waste mission in the coming weeks. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Meegan Tripp, Deputy Designated Federal Officer, at 
(509) 376-2403. 
 
 
 
 
Raymond M. Geimer    Laura C. Buelow 
Manager     Hanford Program Manager 
Hanford Field Office     U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. Department of Energy    
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cc:  S. N. Schleif, Ecology 
 
 

 


