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Ms. Susan Coleman, Chair
Hanford Advisory Board

1177 Jadwin Avenue, Suite #102
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Ms. Coleman:

HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD CONSENSUS ADVICE NO. 324, BUILDING TRUST THROUGH
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Thank you for submitting Consensus Advice #324, “Building Trust through Public Involvement,” dated
February 19, 2026. We appreciate your thoughtful input, survey feedback, and sounding board
suggestions for improving public engagement at the Hanford Site.

Public involvement is critical to the Hanford cleanup mission, and your advice reinforces our joint
commitment to continuous improvement and community trust. We have carefully reviewed your
recommendations and would like to highlight several actionable steps the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE), Hanford Field Office (HFO) will be taking in response:

e In support of your point about broadening outreach, we will work to send Public Involvement
(PI) meeting notices to Hanford Advisory Board (HAB) members for distribution to their
stakeholder counterparts, helping expand awareness through social networks and targeted
channels.

e We agree with the value of engaging youth and educators. Through our Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics initiatives, we have been actively working with local high
school students to support education about the Hanford Site and encourage future
involvement.

e For online and hybrid meetings, we have a dedicated facilitator to manage participation and
comments, ensuring all voices are acknowledged. Thank you for raising this point; we will
continue to prioritize online accessibility and interactive dialogue.
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e Recognizing your suggestions and concerns about accessibility, we are exploring additional
ways to make our meetings and engagement activities more inclusive for the broader
community.

e In response to your advice on reducing childcare barriers, we plan to create children’s
coloring/activity pages so that any young attendees have an engaging option during meetings.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency supports DOE’s commitment to the activities listed above.
We appreciate the HAB’s partnership and advocacy and will continue to seek your input as we work to
build trust, transparency, and meaningful involvement throughout our region. Thank you for the HAB’s
continued interest and engagement in the Hanford cleanup mission.

If you have any questions, please contact Meegan Tripp, Deputy Designated Federal Officer, at
(509) 376-2403.
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cc: S. N. Schleif, Ecology
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