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Ms. Susan Coleman, Chair 

Hanford Advisory Board 

1177 Jadwin Avenue, Suite #102 

Richland, Washington  99352 

 

Dear Ms. Coleman: 

 

HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD FEBRUARY 19, 2026, CONSENSUS ADVICE NO. 323, 

FISCAL YEAR 2026 HANFORD CLEANUP PRIORITIES 

 

Thank you for submitting Consensus Advice #323, “Hanford Cleanup Priorities: Reduce Cleanup Costs 

and Accelerate Schedule.”  We appreciate the Hanford Advisory Board (HAB)’s thoughtful 

recommendations and review of the 2025 Hanford Lifecycle Report. 

 

The U.S. Department of Energy, Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), and the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (Tri-Party Agreement agencies), share the goal of identifying 

efficiencies that optimize scope, schedule, and cost while maintaining protectiveness.  At this time, a 

standalone briefing is premature; however, we will coordinate with the HAB to share progress during 

the agency update portion of full board meetings.  As optimization evaluations are completed and 

decisions are finalized, we will also include this information in our planned updates to the HAB. 

 

Your advice to optimize cleanup scope, improve efficiency, and foster innovation aligns with our 

ongoing approach.  We share your commitment to safe, secure operations and a healthy workforce, and 

we recognize the importance of public input, transparent metrics, and outreach. 

 

Your suggestions regarding workflow, cost-saving strategies, safe waste transportation, and applying 

lessons learned to new projects are valued and consistent with current planning.  We will continue 

working toward these goals throughout future cleanup activities. 

 

Thank you for your continued engagement and partnership as we work together to protect the Hanford 

Site and surrounding communities. 
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The Tri-Party Agreement agencies are committed to working together in partnership as we move 

forward on Hanford cleanup.  Ecology will be submitting their advice response related to Hanford 

cleanup priorities in the coming weeks. 

 

We appreciate the HAB’s continued interest and engagement in the Hanford cleanup mission.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Meegan Tripp, Deputy Designated Federal Officer, at  

(509) 376-2403. 

 

 

 

 

Raymond M. Geimer    Laura C. Buelow 

Manager     Hanford Program Manager 

Hanford Field Office     U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

U.S. Department of Energy    
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cc:  S. N. Schleif, Ecology 
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