STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

Richland Field Office
3100 Port of Benton Blvd., Richland, WA 99354 ¢ 509-372-7950

March 27, 2025 25-NWP-054

Susan Coleman, Chair
Hanford Advisory Board
245 Torbett Street
Richland, WA 99354

Re: Department of Ecology Response to Fiscal Year 2027 Hanford Cleanup Priorities
(HAB Consensus Advice #320)

Dear Susan Coleman:

Thank you for Hanford Advisory Board (Board) Consensus Advice #320. The Department of
Ecology (Ecology) appreciates the Board’s annual policy-level advice on Hanford Site cleanup
priorities and understands the heavy lift this annual cross-cutting advice requires. As shared in
our response last year, our agency relies on this annual advice to better understand and
consider the cleanup priorities of local and regional communities impacted by Hanford cleanup
and our decision-making.

Ecology accepts the Board’s advice on Federal Fiscal Year 2027 cleanup priorities. We also
agree the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) must request a compliant budget to meet all
Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) milestones?. Our agency continues to advocate for a compliant
cleanup budget? for Hanford and all other Environmental Management cleanup sites.

We also support the Board’s request for DOE to present cleanup progress on an annual basis to
aid Board members’ information sharing with their constituencies. However, we also believe
Board members should share information they routinely receive from the agencies at full Board
and committee meetings with their constituencies throughout the year.

We note again that the Board’s advice largely track’s DOE’s 5-Year Plan goals. We continue to
request the Board include other considerations when developing future pieces of cleanup
priorities advice. These considerations include the legally binding Tri-Party Agreement (TPA),
Consent Decree, Agreed Order(s), permit obligations and other initiatives and agreements.

! This requirement is outlined in Paragraph 148 of the Tri-Party Agreement.
2 Lowering Hanford’s Price tag one-pager: https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/documents/2305003.pdf
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Our point-by-point response below provides our agency’s perspective on each of the Board’s
specific cleanup priorities.

Tank Waste Treatment Mission

DFLAW: Ecology agrees that maintaining active vitrification operations is critical to the
success of the tank waste treatment mission. We expect that the Low-Activity Waste
Facility will be in the process of its three-year ramp up to full production levels during
Fiscal Year 2027.

Supernatant cross-site transfer line: Ecology supports this priority. The recent Holistic
Agreement3 includes a requirement for the activation of the cross-site supernatant
transfer line, with a due date of Dec. 31, 2030 (Milestone M-042-03). DOE’s most recent
5-Year Plan indicates completion of the transfer line’s design in Fiscal Year 2027.

We anticipate a schedule for this cross-site transfer line will be provided by DOE
alongside a schedule of activities for the West Area Risk Management project as the
agencies continue to implement the Holistic Agreement.

Of similar importance, the Holistic Agreement also includes a requirement for the sludge
cross-site transfer line, with a due date of Dec. 31, 2036 (Milestone M-042-04).

Risk reduction:

In general, Ecology supports the Board'’s risk reduction priorities. Our agency, DOE, and the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to negotiate the M-15, M-16, and M-85
milestones this year, which include some of the Board’s priorities on risk reduction. We've
provided our perspective on the specific risk reduction priorities below.

324 Building: The EPA is the lead regulatory agency for the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) cleanup of the 324 Building. Ecology
agrees the completion of the Record of Decision (ROD) amendment is an important step in
acknowledging and strategically approaching the changed conditions at the facility in an
efficient way.

Although much of the work revolves around the CERCLA cleanup with EPA as the lead
regulatory agency, our agency will continue to oversee closure of the 12 Dangerous
Waste Management Units under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and
dangerous waste regulations within the 324 Building. The closure plan for these units
will be included in the Hanford Sitewide Permit Rev. 9A and will coordinate with the
CERCLA actions.

3Jan. 10 TPA news release: https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/who-we-are/news/2025/hanford-site-holistic-
agreement-finalized
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Groundwater protection: This priority is consistent with Ecology’s perspective for river
corridor groundwater and commitments in the TPA. This includes requirements in the
M-016, M-026, and M-045 milestones series.

100-K and 100-N Records of Decision: Ecology supports this priority. However, we
expect both 100-K and 100-N Record of Decisions (RODs) will be delayed due to updates
in values for hexavalent chromium in both the Water Quality Standards for Surface
Waters of the State of Washington and the EPA Integrated Risk Information System. The
estimated timeframe for extension of finalizing both RODs has not yet been determined.

We are lead on the 100-N ROD and EPA is lead on 100-K. Our agency will continue to
work closely with DOE and EPA on development of both RODs.

Waste site characterization:

o 200-IA-1: This priority is consistent with Ecology’s perspective. We hope the
proposed plan will be completed in Fiscal Year 2026 and the Record of Decision can
be written in Fiscal Year 2027.

o 200-SW-2: Ecology agrees DOE needs to initiate characterization field work for this
site. However, it is unlikely this activity will begin in Fiscal Year 2027. 200-SW-2 is
part of the M-15 milestone series, which is currently being negotiated under an
Agreement in Principle between the Tri-Party Agreement agencies.

o 200-WA-1, 200-CW-3, 200-BC-1: EPA is the regulatory lead for these three sites.
We defer to EPA on these priorities.

Waste Management

Waste Encapsulation and Storage Facility: Ecology agrees that it is a high priority for
DOE to complete the transfer of cesium and strontium capsules from the Waste
Encapsulation and Storage Facility to dry storage. We are aware of the challenges
leading to delays in completing this project, but we encourage DOE to uphold its
commitment to starting the transfers of capsules in Fiscal Year 2026.

TRU/M waste: Ecology generally agrees with this priority and wants DOE to meet its
obligations as established in TPA milestone series M-091 and the M-091 Transuranic
Mixed and Mixed Low-Level Waste Project Management Plan. If DOE is able to
accelerate this work, we support that effort.

Site Infrastructure

Ecology agrees that infrastructure on the Hanford Site is critical to the cleanup mission.
While our agency is typically not responsible for oversight of infrastructure projects, we
generally agree with this priority.
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Public engagement

e Response to comments: Ecology agrees with this priority. We encourage Board members
to read our agency’s response to HAB Advice #318%, which provides further insight on our
response to this request and how our agency responds to public comments.

e Public engagement: Ecology agrees with this priority and remains committed to
providing robust and meaningful public outreach and engagement. Our Nuclear Waste
Program is back to full staffing for public education and community outreach activities.
We anticipate a steady pace of year-round activities including K-12 education,
community-based public events, invited talks, and public meetings while embracing the
state’s environmental justice law.

If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Ryan Miller, Communications
Manager at ryan.miller@ecy.wa.gov or (509) 537-2228, or me at stephanie.schleif@ecy.wa.gov
or (509) 537-2229.

Sincerely,

bk ik

Stephanie Schleif
Program Manager
Nuclear Waste Program

cc electronic:
Roberto Armijo, EPA
Dave Einan, EPA
Geoff Schramm, EPA
Jennifer Colborn, USDOE
Kelly Snyder, USDOE
Brian Vance, USDOE
Ryan Miller, Ecology
HAB Correspondence Control
USDOE Correspondence Control

4 https://www.hanford.gov/files.cfm/24-NWP-212.pdf
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