
U.S. Department of Energy 

Hanford Field Office 
P.O. Box 550 

Richland, Washington 99352 
 

            July 11, 2025 

 

25-HOC-0036 

REISSUE 

 

Ms. Susan Coleman, Chair 

Hanford Advisory Board 

1177 Jadwin Avenue, Suite 102 

Richland, Washington  99352 

 

Dear Ms. Coleman: 

 

REISSUE HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD MAY 19, 2025, CONSENSUS ADVICE NO. 321, 

PROTECT THE SAFETY OF HANFORD SITE COMMUTING WORKERS 

 

References: (1) HAB letter from S. Coleman to B. A. Harkins, HFO, “Re: Protect the 

Safety of Hanford Site Commuting Workers,” dated May 19, 2025. 

 

 (2) HFO letter from B. T. Vance to S. Coleman, HAB, “Hanford Advisory 

Board September 12, 2024, Consensus Advice No. 319, Traffic Safety,”  

24-HOC-0109, dated December 5, 2025. 

 

 (3) HAB letter from S. Coleman to B. Vance, “Re: Traffic Safety (HAB 

Consensus Advice #319),” dated September 12, 2024. 

 

The July 9, 2025, letter is being reissued to correct the subject line from HAB Advice No. 319 to 

No. 321.  The U.S. Department of Energy, Hanford Field Office (HFO) has received the HAB 

advice regarding traffic safety at the Hanford Site.  HFO appreciates the HAB’s shared 

dedication to the safety and well-being of the Hanford Site’s workforce. Following is a response 

to the HAB’s advice elements. 

 

1. Expansion and Improvement of Route 4S 

 

Funding for Route 4S Expansion:  HFO recognizes the critical importance of expanding 

Route 4S to better accommodate the increasing volume of traffic, particularly 

considering anticipated employment growth and operational changes.  However, due to 

current financial constraints, there is no available funding to undertake such expansions 

at this time.  Allocating resources to this project would require diverting funds from 

other essential operations, which is not currently feasible or supportive of the site’s most 

prominent safety concerns.  HFO remains committed to exploring potential funding 

opportunities and will prioritize projects as resources become available.  HFO’s goal is 

to ensure that any future expansions align with broader strategic objectives and enhance 

overall site safety. 
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1.1. Additional Access Routes: HFO acknowledges the necessity for improved access routes 

to alleviate congestion and improve traffic flow.  While financial limitations persist, 

HFO is actively considering a plan to open an additional gate and existing road from the 

Wye Barricade.  This initiative aims to provide an alternative route for site access, 

thereby enhancing traffic management.  HFO will keep the HAB informed as this plan 

develops and more specific details become available. 

 

1.2. Traffic Enforcement Measures:   In response to ongoing concerns about traffic safety, 

HFO has increased the presence of the Benton County Sheriff’s Office to bolster traffic 

enforcement onsite.  This initiative has led to a heightened focus on compliance and 

safety, and HFO is in the process of gathering statistics to evaluate its impact.  HFO 

plans to share these insights with the HAB as they become available, demonstrating our 

commitment to continuous improvement in traffic management. 

 

2. Evaluation of Traffic Safety Concerns 

 

We are dedicated to continue to thoroughly evaluate and address all traffic safety concerns.  

Our team is actively assessing current conditions and developing strategies to improve safety 

and traffic flow at the Hanford Site.  This includes reviewing existing infrastructure, 

identifying potential enhancements, and collaborating with local authorities to implement 

effective solutions. 

 

HFO values the ongoing dialogue with the HAB, and we are committed to maintaining an open 

and collaborative relationship.  HFO appreciates the HAB’s insights on this issue and we look 

forward to the next opportunity to collaborate.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Meegan Tripp, Deputy Designated Federal Officer, 

Hanford Office of Communications, at (509) 376-2403.   

 

      Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

      Brian A. Harkins 

HOC:MAT     Acting Manager 

 

cc:  L. C. Buelow, EPA 

       S. N. Schleif, Ecology 


		2025-07-11T12:31:09-0700
	Brian A. Harkins




