U.S. Department of Energy

Hanford Field Office
P.O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352

Novemberl4,2024
24-HOC-0099

Ms. Susan Coleman, Chair
Hanford Advisory Board

1177 Jadwin Avenue, Suite 102
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Ms. Coleman:

HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD SEPTEMBER 12, 2024, CONSENSUS ADVICE NO. 317,
ROLE OF ALTERNATE HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Thank you for the Hanford Advisory Board’s (HAB) September 12, 2024, Advice No. 317,
regarding the role of alternate HAB members. While the U.S. Department of Energy, Hanford
Field Office (HFO) is aware, and has considered the HAB’s position on the role of alternate
members, HFO is compelled to reject the advice as inconsistent with existing guidance and
known practices of other Federal Advisory Committee Act advisory committees.

The appointment letters issued to members of the HAB reflect requirements and operating
principles established for all Environmental Management (EM) Site-Specific Advisory Boards
(SSAB). The requirements and operating principles ensure that the chartered objectives for all
EM SSABs can be efficiently and effectively achieved in support of the EM mission.

Though alternate membership is unique to the HAB across the other EM SSABS, the
appointment letters state the expectations for this unique accommodation. When the primary
member is not able to attend a board meeting, the alternate member may participate in their
stead. The manner in which alternate participation is structured is to ensure equity across the
board, including those seats that do not have alternate members, to meet the important objectives
established for all EM SSABs.

Board member and alternate participation expectations were shared by the Designated Federal
Officer, at the December 5, 2023, HAB meeting. Alternate members are encouraged to attend
HAB meetings to support the mission of the board through participation as members of the
public when the primary member is present.
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We appreciate the HAB’s continued interest and engagement in the Hanford cleanup mission. If
you have any questions, please contact HFO Designated Federal Officer, Kelly Snyder, at

(702) 918-6715.

Brian T Digitally signed by Brian KELLY Digitally signed by KELLY
. T. Vance SNYDER
Date: 2024.11.14 : 1.
Vance 1(?:[58:37 -08'00' SNYDER g;l;j?j);é;‘l
Brian T. Vance Kelly Snyder
Manager Designated Federal Officer
HOC:LAS

cc: D. R. Einan, EPA
S. N. Schleif, Ecology
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