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Ms. Susan Coleman, Chair 

Hanford Advisory Board 

1177 Jadwin Avenue, Suite 102 

Richland, Washington  99352 

 

Dear Ms. Coleman: 

 

HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD FEBRUARY 6, 2024, CONSENSUS ADVICE NO. 315, 

FISCAL YEAR 2026 HANFORD CLEANUP PRIORITIES 

 

Thank you for the Hanford Advisory Board’s (HAB) February 6, 2024, Advice No. 315, 

regarding fiscal year (FY) 2026 Hanford Site cleanup priorities.  The U.S. Department of Energy 

(DOE) accepts the consensus advice and appreciates the effort the board invests to provide 

constructive input.  DOE will appropriately consider the HAB’s summary of critical activities 

and recommended cleanup priorities for FY 2026 in our plans and associated budget submission. 

 

The Hanford cleanup priorities advice is the most valuable input provided by the HAB each year.  

Cleanup priorities that reflect the interests of communities most affected by our work support 

DOE’s obligation to make the best priority decisions possible in a complex and resource-

constrained environment.  There is tangible value in priority inputs, especially when the 

priorities do not match our own assessment, by stimulating an important dialogue as the DOE 

Hanford team strives to achieve alignment across a very broad range of diverse perspectives and 

interests. 

 

While we remain committed to seeking the HAB’s cleanup priority advice, we may not be able 

to act on specific input for a variety of reasons.  The DOE Hanford team will continue to work 

diligently to optimize the risk-reduction value of every dollar spent at the Hanford Site.  This 

philosophy represents the most effective means of achieving the safest possible workplace for 

our workforce, while also protecting our community from the hazards we are accountable to 

efficiently manage and ultimately disposition as we progress our important mission. 

 

More broadly, the DOE Hanford team would like to recognize and commend the important role 

that all citizen advisory boards are chartered to serve in our complex environmental cleanup 

effort.  My hope is that each board member embraces the obligation to strive for a constructive 

partnership with the agencies being served, as the best way of representing the communities 

supported through service on the board. 
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I appreciate the HAB’s continued interest and engagement in the Hanford cleanup mission.  If 

you have any questions, please contact me, or you may contact Lindsay Somers, Deputy 

Designated Federal Officer, at (509) 376-9369. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

      Brian T. Vance 

HAB:LAS      Manager 

 

cc:  D. R. Einan, EPA  

   S. N. Schleif, Ecology 
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