
 

Notice of Opportunity for Public Comment 
Proposed PSD Permit and SEPA Mitigated DNS for 

Coal to Gas Conversion Project 
TransAlta Centralia Generation 

 
Applicant 
TransAlta Centralia Generation 
TransAlta Centralia Plant 
913 Big Hanaford Road 
Centralia, Washington  98531 
 
Project location 
913 Big Hanaford Road, Centralia, WA 98531 
 
Proposed project 
TransAlta owns and operates an electrical generating facility in Lewis County. TransAlta applied for a 
Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) permit to: 

• Convert the existing Unit #2 boiler from coal to natural gas combustion 
• Replace the existing oil-fired auxiliary boiler with a new natural gas-fired auxiliary boiler 
• Replace the existing Unit #2’s cooling towers with two new cooling towers 
• Install two new natural gas-fired water bath heaters 

 
Ecology also reviewed the proposed project to determine how it would impact the environment. We 
considered environmental, historical, and cultural factors. TransAlta has proposed mitigation to reduce project 
impacts. 

PSD increases in air pollution 
The proposed PSD permit would increase emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs). The proposed 
permit will not cause or contribute to violations of any national air quality standards (NAAQS) or PSD 
increments requirements.  An increment is the amount of increased pollution an area is allowed.  It prevents 
air quality in clean areas from getting worse. 
 
Ecology’s proposed decision 
Ecology proposes to issue the PSD permit. 
 
Review the proposed permit and SEPA documents 
The proposed PSD permit, technical support document, State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Mitigated 
Determination of Nonsignificance, and environmental checklist are available at: 
 

• https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/AQ/PSD/PSD_Permits.htm 
 
Comment on the proposed permit 
 
Public comment period:  July 31, 2026, 12 a.m. – September 6, 2026, 11:59 p.m. 
 
Tentative public hearing:  Aug. 19, 2026, 6 pm online 
(if requested by August 11, 2026, 11:59pm) 
 
To comment or request a public hearing: 



 
• Comment or request a public hearing online:  https://go.ecology.wa.gov/CommentTransAlta 
• Mail to: 

Suraj Mohammed 
Air Quality Program 
Washington Department of Ecology 
P.O. Box 47600 
Olympia, WA  98504-7600 

 
More information and administrative record 
Suraj Mohammed:  360-280-2488 or suraj.mohammed@ecy.wa.gov 
 
Appeal 
Within 30 days after we have issued a permit, you may request that the Washington State Pollution Control 
Hearings Board review the decision. Call the Board at 360-664-9160 for more information about appeal 
procedures. 

ADA 
To request ADA accommodation, email suraj.mohammed@ecy.wa.gov or call Ecology at 360 407 6812, 711 
(relay service), or 877-833-6341 (TTY). 


