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Interpretation of State Letter 752

Example #1

	Medicare/Medicaid Distinct Part

Title 18/19 Beds
	Medicaid only

Title 19 Beds


In example #1 the facility has a separate Medicare Unit as opposed to all beds being Medicare.

A resident who resides in the Title18/19 section whose stay is being paid for by Medicare or privately paid must have MD visits per the SOM – (Initial visit by MD, alternate visits may be PA/NP as long as not employed by facility)

In example #1 a resident who resides in Title18/19 section whose stay is being paid for by Medicaid may have all visits conducted by PA or NP as long as not employed by facility.

A resident who resides in Title 19 only section who receives payment from Medicaid or privately paid may have all visits conducted by PA or NP.

Example #2

	100% Dually Certified Medicare/Medicaid – All Beds Title 18/19


In example #2 all beds are Medicare/Medicaid certified. There is no separate Medicare unit.

In example #2 a resident whose stay in the facility is being paid by Medicare or privately paid must have MD visits as specified in the SOM. (Initial visit by MD, may have alternate required visits by PA/NP if PA/NP is not employed by the facility.)

A resident whose stay in the facility is being paid by Medicaid may have all visits conducted by PA or NP as long as not employed by the facility.

Example #3
	Medicaid only/ Title 19 only


All beds in this type of facility are Medicaid beds. This would be like state school long- term care units, VA facilities as well as many hospital based long term care units.  These facilities were not required to have Medicare beds.

In example #3 a resident whose stay is being paid for by Medicaid or privately may have all visits conducted by a PA or NP as long as not employed by the facility.

Example #4

	Medicare/SNF – Title 18 only
	 Private Licensed Only


In this example a Medicare resident or a Private pay resident who resides in the Medicare/Title 18 section must comply with the MD visit schedule per the SOM. (Initial visit by MD, may have alternate required visits by PA/NP if PA/NP is not employed by the facility.)

Residents in the Licensed Only section are cover by WAC 388-97-125 requirements.


Residential Care Services

Physician Delegation of Tasks in 

Skilled Nursing Facilities (SNF) and Nursing Facilities (NF)

The following apply to physician visits in nursing homes:

(1) In the Medicare-certified portion of the facility, the physician may:

     (a) Alternate federally required physician visits between personal visits by:

     (i) The physician; and

     (ii) An advanced registered nurse practitioner or physician's assistant; and

     (b) Not delegate responsibility for the initial required physician visit.

(2) In Medicaid-certified nursing facilities the physician may delegate any federally required physician task, including tasks which the regulations specify must be performed personally by the physician, to a physician's assistant or advanced registered nurse practitioner who is not an employee of the facility but who is working in collaboration with a physician.

(3) The nursing home must use the following table in determining physician’s visits related to bed certification and payor type.

	Payor Type
	SNF

Where certified beds

are only Medicare
	SNF/NF

Where certified beds are Medicare/Medicaid
	NF

Where certified beds are only Medicaid

	Medicare


	Physician/Alternate
	Physician/Alternate
	N/A

	Medicaid


	N/A
	Delegate
	Delegate

	Others: such as private pay, Veteran Affairs
	Physician/Alternate


	Physician/Alternate
	Delegate


