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Nursing Facility Occupancy

Overview | Washington nursing facility occupancy has decreased in recent
years.

The nursing facility occupancy rate is determined by dividing the total humber of
patient bed days per year by the total licensed bed days in the year. State law
allows nursing facilities to take offline, or “bank” beds not currently used to
provide nursing facility care while retaining bed licensure. Banked beds are not
included in the Department’s calculation of occupancy.

Washington State Occupancy Rates

Washington State Occupancy Per Payor Type 2022 2023 r Change 2024 Change

Washington 65.53% 70.02% 6.85% 72.55% 3.61%
Medicaid Occupancy* 62.08% 60.57% -2.45% 59.32% -2.06%
Medicaid Managed Care Occupancy* 0.44% 0.51% 15.91% 1.06% 107.84%
Medicare Occupancy* 21.84% 22.51% 3.10% 22.92% 1.80%
Private/Other Occupancy* 15.63% 16.41% 4.96% 16.71% 1.84%

State Wide Vacancy 34.47% 29.98% -13.03% 27.45% -8.44%

Note® 2022/24 Medicaid, Medicare, and Private/Other occupancies are percentages of the total
state wide occupancies. Source: Medicaid nursing facility cost reports.

Washington nursing facility total occupancy rates are lower than
the national median.

Washington’s total occupancy rate is approximately 11.52% lower than the
national median.
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National Data Source: National Investment Center for Seniors Housing & Care (NIC) Skilled
Nursing Monthly Report Data for August 2023

Information Contact

Jonathon Smith, Chief, Office of Rates Management, Management Services Division

Number: 360-522-3366 Email: Jonathon.Smith@dshs.wa.gov

Web: https://www.dshs.wa.gov/ALTSA/management-services-division/office-rates-management/
2025
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