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Washington nursing facility occupancy has changed only slightly in recent years.
The nursing facility occupancy rate is determined by dividing the total number of patient bed days per year by the total licensed bed days in the year. State law allows nursing facilities to take off line, or “bank” beds not currently used to provide nursing facility care while retaining bed licensure. Banked beds are not included in the Department’s calculation of occupancy. 

Washington State Occupancy Rates
	Occupancy Per Payor Type
	2016
	2017
	Change

	Total State Wide Occupancy
	79.06%
	77.91%
	-1.15%

	Medicaid Occupancy*
	61.59%
	62.17%
	0.58%

	Medicare Occupancy*
	21.55%
	21.14%
	-0.41%

	Private/Other Occupancy*
	16.87%
	16.69%
	-0.18%

	State Wide Vacancy
	20.94%
	22.09%
	1.15%



Note*  2016/17 Medicaid, Medicare, and Private/Other occupancies are a percentages of the total state wide occupancies.  Source: Nursing home cost reports.

Washington nursing facility total occupancy rates are lower than the national median.
Washington’s total occupancy rate is approximately 7.89% lower than the national median. 


	



Nursing Facility Total Occupancy
Nation vs. Washington State Trend









Nation 	
2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	0.87	0.86599999999999999	0.86	0.85599999999999998	0.85799999999999998	0.85799999999999998	0.85799999999999998	Washington 	
2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	0.81200000000000006	0.80299999999999994	0.80599999999999994	0.81799999999999995	0.81	0.79099999999999993	0.77900000000000003	
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