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Tribal Kinship Navigator Program
 
Overview
The Tribal Kinship Navigator Program was funded in 2016 through the Washington State 
Legislature. The program serves grandparents and other relatives (kinship caregivers) who 
are raising children because their parents are unable to do so. Seven Tribes responded to 
An RFP process was used to select the tribes. There are seven tribes currently participating. 

Tribal Kinship Navigators serve as a one-stop shop; providing resources, assistance, 
problem solving and emotional support to kinship caregivers who are overwhelmed 
and do not know where to turn for support. Caregivers often need help to apply for 
benefits and to learn what services are available related to financial needs, health care, 
educational advocacy, counseling, legal and other needs. Tribal Kinship Navigators also act 
as advocates and assist these families with resources for housing, support groups, urgent 
need funds, and to stay connected with their Tribal community.

During a recent 18-month period, the Tribal KNP served a total of 612 kinship caregivers 
and 808 children received a total of 3,143 tribal navigator assistance contacts. 

Seven Tribes have Kinship Navigator programs:

•	 Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation
•	 Lummi Tribe
•	 Makah Tribe
•	 Port Gamble S’kallam Tribe
•	 Quileute Tribe
•	 Samish Tribe
•	 Yakama Nation

Eligibility requirements
Kinship caregivers who are raising a child(ren) and need resources, services, and support. 
Other eligibility is determined by the Tribe. 

Authority
The Tribal Kinship Navigator Program was created by ESHB 2376, Chapter 36, Laws of 2016.

Budget
FY 25 Tribal KNP Budget: $910,000

Rates
•	 Each of the seven Tribes are allocated $130,000 per year.

	 –	 The Washington State Legislature raised the rate starting in FY 2025 to ensure equity 
between the Tribal Kinship Navigator Program and the AAA Kinship Navigator 
Program. 
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Partners
•	 AAAs

•	 Community service organizations providing kinship care support 

•	 DSHS Economic Services Administration

•	 Department of Children, Youth, and Families

•	 DSHS Office of Indian Policy  

•	 Indian Policy Advisory Committee

•	 Washington State Kinship Care Oversight Committee

•	 ALTSA Tribal Affairs Unit 

•	 ALTSA Kinship Care Program 

Oversight
Internal:

•	 HCLA and the DSHS Office of Indian Policy 

•	 HCLA: Home and Community Services Division, State Unit on Aging and ALTSA Tribal 
Affairs

External:
•	 Participating Tribal governments

Examples of program success
•	 A Tribal Kinship Navigator staff member recently shared about two kinship caregivers 

expressing deep gratitude for the assistance to pay for gymnastics for their little ones. 
The Navigator was able to refer them to CO TANF and they are paying the monthly 
bills for the children to attend. The children are so happy to participate and are loving 
gymnastics.

•	 A family that a Tribal Kinship Navigator worked with one caregiver who requested 
financial assistance to send her little one to summer school at Boys and Girls Club. The 
Kinship Tribal Navigator was able to provide the assistance for the summer, preventing 
the child from falling further behind educationally comparted to their peers. 

•	 A Tribal Kinship Navigator staff member recently shared about a caregiver who got 
help with car repairs. The caregiver is raising five children and had immense difficulty 
running errands out of town and grocery shopping. Through the Kinship Program, she 
was able to fix her car and can now take trips to town to shop for her large family.
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