
H O M E  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y  L I V I N G  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Traumatic Brain Injury Strategic 
Partnership Advisory Council

Support.
Care.

Resources.

FACT SHEET

Overview
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Strategic Partnership Advisory Council of Washington State 
was created to support the TBI community. It consists of 25 members from public and 
private sectors, individuals with TBI and their family members, health and social service 
professionals, caregivers, sovereign tribal nations, and state agencies. 

A traumatic brain injury (TBI) is an injury to the brain caused by physical trauma resulting 
from, but not limited to, incidents involving motor vehicles, sporting events, falls, and 
physical assaults. A TBI shall be of sufficient severity to result in impairments in one or 
more of the following areas: cognition; language memory; attention; reasoning; abstract 
thinking; judgment; problem solving; sensory, perceptual, and motor abilities; psychosocial 
behavior; physical functions; or information processing. 

*The term does not apply to brain injuries that are congenital or degenerative, or to brain injuries 
induced by birth trauma. Acquired brain injury, stroke, or mental health issues with no TBI do not 
fall under this definition.

Purpose
The TBI Council strategically partners with and advises DSHS in coordination with other 
state agencies on policies, projects, programs, resources, and systems that impact people 
with TBI, caregivers, service providers, and the residents of the state. 

The TBI Council and DSHS develop a Comprehensive Statewide Plan pursuant to RCW 
74.31 every two years. The TBI Council believes both comprehensive and community 
planning best serves the needs of TBI communities in Washington state. Updated every 
two years, the Comprehensive Plan is a roadmap outlining the unique needs, barriers, 
strategic partnerships, and advisory opportunities around TBI.

2025-01-TBI Council-Comprehensive-Statewide-Plan.pdf (wa.gov).

Authority
Statutory Authority: RCW 74.31

Funding
The 12T - Traumatic Brain Injury Account under the state Treasury is funded from 
a dedicated account created by state law that takes a portion of each traffic ticket 
written and is managed by DSHS per statutory authority. Funding can be spent after 
appropriations within the revenue collections amount. Fewer traffic tickets are being 
written, year over year. New laws from the 2024 legislative session increased the 
opportunity for traffic cams. This could impact the revenue stream further, as traffic cams 
issue civil citations which are not subject to TBI fund collection. The future potential impact 
to the 12T fund is uncertain and difficult to determine.

New law from the 2025 legislative session increased the TBI funding from $5 to $10 fee 
from traffic infractions. 30% of the new funding is required to fund the following programs: 
in-person support groups, community integration activities, peer-to-peer mentoring and 
navigation for newly injured individuals and their families, and grant writing.

continued...

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ALTSA/tbi/documents/TBI%20Comprehensive%20Plan%202025.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.31
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Comprehensive Planning
TBI creates a unique community of professionals, practitioners, educators, advocates, 
caregivers, and people of all environments and experiences. Comprehensive planning 
is a process to assess needs, gaps, barriers, and data. Community planning connects 
government and community through strategic partnership and system improvement. 
Healthy community planning incorporates evidence-based health strategies, aiming for 
sustainable quality of life and resilient communities. Planning is and will be informed by 
data, including results from a statewide survey of survivors, caregivers, and providers.

Strategic Partnership and Advisory
Strategic partnerships are key in public awareness and education, injury and violence 
prevention, and resource access. 

Based on Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidance, higher-risk groups include some racial 
and ethnic groups, service members / veterans, people who are unhoused, people who 
are justice involved, people who experience intimate partner and domestic violence, and 
people living in rural areas.

Examples of partnership work includes but not limited to:

Access and Accessibility:
•	 Updating and aligning Information and Referral (I&R) Services to national and 

state standards with professional development opportunities, strategic advisory 
partnership, and collaborative learning. WA 211 screens every caller for TBI and 
provides specially trained I&R staff to TBI survivors, plus a data dashboard of caller 
demographics and identified needs to inform strategic planning.

•	 Expanding options for support groups, virtually and in person, through the HeyPeers 
platform and facilitators with lived experiences; and through a 2024 legislative budget 
proviso to provide quarterly in-person support groups in each of the Health Care 
Authority’s (HCA’s) nine Accountable Communities of Health (ACH) regions. Virtual 
support expands participation/access, especially for those with transportation or 
mobility issues, in rural areas or during inclement weather.

•	 Increasing the Council’s Heading Forward e-newsletter, reaching over 58K subscribers.  
The Heading Forward mailer is a bi-monthly publication that a) informs the TBI 
community of DSHS and community sponsored support groups and activities; and b) 
Community Connections and Highlights.

Local Coalition and Community Support: Linking resources to localities for traffic 
safety gardens, health fairs, helmet and car seat distribution and demonstration, and other 
violence and injury prevention activities as defined by the community.

TBI in Corrections: Successfully completed pilot project to implement TBI awareness 
and supports within the corrections system through TBI screening, psychoeducation, 
virtual support groups, reentry resources, and professional development and workforce 
education.    

Institutional and Public Awareness: Increasing awareness and raising visibility through 
outreach and engagement, resource and workforce development, research and analysis, 
comprehensive planning, reporting of recommendations, and ongoing strategic advisory 
partnerships with state and local agencies, community-based supports and service 
centers, non-profit organizations, first responders, schools, boards and commissions, 
community groups and leaders, providers and professionals, unpaid caregivers, and other 
stakeholders at all levels across public and private sectors. 
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https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ALTSA/tbi/CBIRT%27s%202021-2023%20TBI%20in%20Washington%20Survey%20Report.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/traumatic-brain-injury/health-equity/index.html
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/traumatic-brain-injury/traumatic-brain-injury
https://wa211.org/resources__trashed/traumatic-brain-injury-tbi/
https://wa211.org/community-data/
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/traumatic-brain-injury/get-support
https://heypeers.com/organizations/88
https://heypeers.com/organizations/88
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5950-S.SL.pdf?q=20240510154748%20pdf%20of%20the%20law
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5950-S.SL.pdf?q=20240510154748%20pdf%20of%20the%20law
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADSHSALTSA/subscriber/new?preferences=true#tab1
https://safekidswashington.org/
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ALTSA/tbi/documents/TBI%20Project%20Final%20Report%20October%202024.pdf
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/traumatic-brain-injury/tbi-education-and-training
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•	 TBI Statewide Survey
In partnership with the University of Oregon’s Center on Brain Injury Research & 
Training (UO CBIRT), the TBI Council and DSHS conducted a statewide survey of lived 
experiences in traumatic brain injury. There were three types of surveys to cover the 
lived experiences of those with TBI, caregivers, and providers. 

•	 TBI - BH ECHO
In partnership with the University of Washington’s Behavioral Health Extension for 
Community Health Outcomes (UW BH ECHO), the TBI Council and DSHS provide 
monthly collaborative learning and case-conferencing opportunities.

•	 DOH Safe Kids and Injury and Violence Prevention 
In partnership with the Department of Health (DOH) Safe Kids programs, the TBI 
Council and DSHS promote TBI/concussion education and awareness and support for 
injury and violence prevention programs across communities in Washington state.

•	 Return to School In the Classroom 
In partnership with UO CBIRT, the TBI Council developed and offers this online course 
to provide helpful information, practical strategies and resources for educators 
working with students with brain injury.

•	 Building Capacity in Brain Injury Conference Workshop Series 
In partnership with UO CBIRT, the TBI Council provides conference workshops 
throughout the year to bring people together to enhance skills, increase knowledge, 
and build connections. Workshop themes have been carefully chosen to cover key 
topics relevant to brain injury.

•	 TBI Skill Builder 
In partnership with UO CBIRT, the TBI Council providers TBI Skill Builder, an online 
course designed for frontline staff new to working with adults with brain injury. 
The modules can also be used as a refresher course for staff with more experience 
working with brain injury.

•	 SafeKids Washington Learning Modules 
In partnership with UO CBIRT and DOH, the TBI Council developed and provides 
virtual learning modules tailored for youth and families. This fun edutainment series 
explores important practical tips to keep kids safe.

Areas for greater Investment
Additional funding identification is needed in the following areas to support TBI service 
needs beyond the scope of the TBI Council:
•	 TBI Specialized Behavioral Health Housing
•	 Community-based healthcare navigation for new and existing survivors and to link to 

needed medical and Long-Term Services and Supports 
•	 Sustain DOC’s TBI System Wide Screening and Programs 
•	 Dedicated support resources for Caregivers as identified in the CBIRT Survey
•	 Increase awareness and resources for domestic violence systems and intersection of TBI

Oversight
Internal
DSHS Secretary has the authority to administer funds.

External
TBI Council provides project and programming advisory recommendations to DSHS 
through the TBI Comprehensive Statewide Plan and data collection.
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https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/ALTSA/tbi/CBIRT%27s%202021-2023%20TBI%20in%20Washington%20Survey%20Report.pdf
https://tbi-bh-echo.psychiatry.uw.edu/
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/injury-and-violence-prevention/state-safe-kids-washington
https://returntoschool.org/
https://tbieventsportal.org/#webinar
https://wa.skillbuilder.org/barin/users/login.php
https://safekidswashington.org/

