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Overview
Skilled Nursing is used for treatment of chronic, stable, long-term conditions that cannot 
be delegated, self-directed or provided under State Plan skilled nursing. Services must 
be included in the client’s service plan and the skilled tasks must be within the scope of 
the State’s Nurse Practice Act. A few examples of Skilled Nursing task include, but are not 
limited to:
	 Administering an injection
	 Sterile dressing changes
	 Performing Blood Draws
	 Placement of medications in containers (Envelopes, Cups, Medisets).

Eligibility Requirements
Eligible individuals will have Community Options Program Entry System (COPES) waiver 
or COPES waiver plus Community First Choice (CFC).

Eligible individuals are those who:

	 Age
•	 Age 18 or older & blind or has a disability as outlined in WAC 182-512-0050; or is
•	 Age 65 or older

	 Functional eligibility
•	 CARE algorithm determines that the individual meets nursing facilitylevel of care as 

outlined in WAC 388-106-0355(1), WAC 182-515-1506; or
•	 Will likely need the level of care within 30 days unless waiverservices are provided; 

and
•	 Client chooses community services under the waiver instead ofnursing facility 

services..

	 Financial eligibility – To be financially eligible for COPES, an individual must meet the 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) disability criteria and be eligible for institutional 
categorically needed (CN) medical coverage group. https://www.hca.wa.gov/health-
care-services-supports/program-administration/overview. See Chapter 7aof the LTC 
manual for more information regarding financial eligibilityfor LTC programs.

	 Have needs that exceed what is available in CFC.

Provider Qualifications
	 Registered Nurse licensed under Chapter 18.79 RCW and Chapter246-840 WAC, or

	 Licensed Practical nurse licensed under Chapter 18.79 RCW andChapter 246-840 WAC, 
working under the supervision of aRegistered Nurse per State law, or

	 Home Health Agency licensed under Chapter 70.127 RCW, and

	 Have a Waiver Skilled Nursing Services contract with the AAA.

continued...

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=182-512-0050
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-106-0355
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=182-515-1506
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/overview
https://www.hca.wa.gov/free-or-low-cost-health-care/i-help-others-apply-and-access-apple-health/overview
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Budget
Do not budget at this level.

Expenditures
FY22: $360,915.

Rates
	 Skilled Nursing RN 1/4 hr rate $14.15 (July 1, 2025)

	 Skilled Nursing LPN 1/4 hr rate $11.62

	 Skilled Nursing Agency RN 1/4 hr rate $16.97

	 Skilled Nursing Agency LPN 1/4 hr rate $13.95

Partners
Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) provide assessment and service planning for clients who 
live in their own home.

Oversight
The AAAs are responsible for the oversight of Skilled Nursing. Monitoring is completed 
to assure appropriate quality care is given to the client and the center is operating within 
the parameters of the program’s Washington Administrative Codes.
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