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Overview
The Kinship Caregivers Support Program (KCSP), authorized by the Washington State 
Legislature in 2004, covers the cost of urgent needs incurred by grandparents or other 
relatives (kinship caregivers) who are raising children whose parents are unable to care for 
them. Basic needs—clothing, rent, and fuel, for example—are the most frequent service 
requests. The KCSP can be accessed in every county in Washington. The KCSP staff confirm 
that alternate payment sources have been exhausted prior to authorizing kinship caregiver 
financial support. For other needs, staff also refer caregivers to the available Kinship 
Navigator Program who can provide information regarding other local and state resources. 

The relatives who apply for the program have very high financial needs and support is 
needed to make ends meet. About 66% of the caregivers who shared their income level 
reported having incomes below 100% of the federal poverty level. 

For every child in the formal child welfare system, there are an estimated 19 children living 
with their relative caregivers informally. Children with relatives have significantly better 
outcomes than those in the formal system.

In CY 2025, the KCSP served a total of 2,321 kinship caregivers who were raising 3,862 
children. The ethnic/racial make-up of the kinship caregivers served included: 55.52% 
White/Non-Hispanic, 21.62% African American/Black, 8% Hispanic, 11.48% American Indian/
Alaskan Native and 1.94% Asian, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander. 

About 68% of the KCSP funding supports basic necessities of the children (e.g., beds, food, 
clothing), about 23% of the funding supports housing needs (e.g., rent, utilities) and 8.6% 
supports needs such as transportation and car repair.

In an ever-difficult economic climate, client relative caregivers continue to report financial 
support as their greatest need when surveyed.

Eligibility requirements
An individual who is a grandparent or other relative:
•	 Raising a child aged 18 or younger; 

•	 At risk of not being able to continue kinship caregiving without additional financial 
support services; and 

•	 Raising a child who does not have an open case in the child welfare system.

Authority
ESHB 2459, Section 206, Chapter 276, Laws of 2004.

Budget
SFY26 Budget: $1,948,000 General Fund State.
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Rates
The Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) either directly provide the KCSP service or contract it 
out to a community organization, such as a child or family service agency.

Each organization administering the program reimburses eligible businesses based on 
approved costs (e.g., utilities, beds, clothing and supplies, housing, etc.) determined 
to meet the specific need(s) of each kinship care family within established program 
limitations.

Partners
•	 Each of the 13 AAAs and their subcontracted community service organizations and 

Kinship Navigators 

•	 Department of Children, Youth, and Family Services

•	 Washington State Kinship Care Oversight Committee

Oversight
External
•	 AAAs are responsible for monitoring their community subcontracted agencies.

•	 State Auditor’s Office also monitors AAAs.

Internal
•	 HCLA State Unit on Aging Kinship Program Manager.

•	 HCLA AAA Specialists.

•	 HCLA Management Services Division.

Examples of How KCSP Helps  
Kinship Care Families
External
•	 Last summer a kinship family was impacted by a fire that broke out in their community. 

Luckily, they were evacuated before the home went up in flames, so they were able to 
save their pets and grab some clothing, and no family members were injured. Several 
organizations helped community members affected by the fires with temporary 
housing and other needs. The Kinship Navigator was able to assist this family with KCSP 
funds to help with clothing, food, and gas. With the help of their community, the family 
is stable and will have continued support through their journey.

•	 This past winter a new kinship caregiver reached out to their local Kinship Navigator 
and informed them that two nephews were brought to their home by the Sheriff’s 
Department in the middle of the night. The children showed up with nothing, only 
the clothes on their backs. The Navigator went through the kinship donation closet to 
gather a few items of clothing, toys, crayons/markers with coloring books and books. 
KCSP funds were utilized to purchase clothing, coats, shoes, and additional necessities 
for the children. With these funds, the children were able to receive help they needed to 
begin settling into their new home.
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