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Overview
The Home and Community Living Administration’s Community Options Program Entry 
System COPES 1915c waiver provides services to over 53,000 people living in their own 
homes, assisted living facilities and adult family homes in Washington state.  Services 
available in the waiver include: 

•	 Client Support Training/Wellness Education

•	 Skilled Nursing

•	 Home Delivered Meals

•	 Environmental Modifications

•	 Specialized Medical Equipment and Supplies

•	 Transportation

•	 Adult Day Care

•	 Adult Day Health

•	 Community Choice Guiding

•	 Community Support: Goods and Services

The waiver renewal application was submitted to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
in July 2023 and was approved for another five years, effective January 1, 2024.

Eligibility requirements
People who:
•	 Are age 18 or older; are blind, aged, or disabled per Social Security criteria.
•	 Have functional limitations based on age, cognitive, mental health or physical conditions 

and an unmet need for assistance with personal care.
•	 Meet nursing facility level of care or will likely need that level of care within 30 days 

unless COPES services are provided.
•	 Have income up to the Special Income Level or more than the SIL, but less than the 

nursing facility average state rate plus the Medically Needy Income Level.
•	 Resources of up to $2,000 for the applicant and a spouse can have up to $59,890 in 

countable resources.
•	 Live in their own home, a licensed assisted living facility, or a licensed adult family home.
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WASHINGTON STATE
Department of Social 
 and Health Services

DSHS
DSHS 22-2102 (7/25)

Authority
Title XIX federal funding through a 1915(c) home and community-based services waiver 
and state funding. (Chapters 74.39 and 74.39A RCW and WAC 388-106-0015, 388-106-0300, 
388-106-0305, and 333-106-0336).

Rates
All_HCS_Rates.xlsx (live.com)

Partners
Health Care Authority

Area Agencies on Aging

Developmental Disabilities Community Services

Oversight
External
•	 Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
•	 Health Care Authority
•	 State Auditor’s Office
•	 Department of Health 

Internal
•	 Office of Assistant Secretary Quality Assurance Unit
•	 AAA provider network development and monitoring
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.39
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.39a
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-106-0015
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-106-0300
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-106-0305
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=388-106-0336
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dshs.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FALTSA%2Fmsd%2Fdocuments%2FAll_HCS_Rates.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

