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Kinship Caregivers Support Program
	Overview 
· 
	The Kinship Caregivers Support Program (KCSP), authorized by the Legislature in 2004, covers the cost of urgent needs incurred by grandparents or other relatives (kinship caregivers) who are raising children whose parents are unable to care for them. Basic needs are the most frequent service requests. The KCSP can be accessed in every county in Washington. The KCSP staff confirm that alternate payment sources have been exhausted prior to authorizing kinship caregiver financial support.  For other needs, staff also refer caregivers to the available Kinship Navigator Program who can provide information regarding other local and state resources.
The relatives who apply for the program have very high financial needs and support is needed to make ends meet. About 97% of the caregivers served have incomes below 151% of the federal poverty level. 
In state fiscal year 2018, the KCSP served a total of 1,261 kinship caregivers who were raising 1,711 children with 3,288  units of goods and services.  The ethnic/racial make-up of the kinship caregivers served included: 41% White/Non-Hispanic, 30% African American/Black, 13% Hispanic, 13% American Indian/Alaskan Native and 3% Asian/Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander. 
About 76% of  the KCSP funding supports basic necessities of the children (e.g., beds, food, clothing), about 14% of the funding supports housing needs (e.g., rent, utilities) and 10% supports needs, such as transportation.


	Eligibility Requirements

	An individual who is a grandparent or other relative:

· Raising a child age 18 or younger; 
· At risk of not being able to continue kinship caregiving without additional financial support services; and 
· Raising a child who does not have an open case in the child welfare system.


	Authority 
	ESHB 2459, Section 206, Chapter 276, Laws of 2004



	Budget


	· FY18 Expenditures:  $ 1,071 M 
· Average annual costs per child: $626 


	Rates

	The Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) either directly provide the KCSP service or contract it out to a community organization, such as a child or family service agency.
Each organization administering the program reimburses eligible businesses based on approved costs (e.g., utilities, beds, clothing and supplies, housing, etc.) determined to meet the specific need(s) of each kinship care family within established program limitations.  

	Partners


	· Each of the 13 AAAs and their subcontracted community service organizations and Kinship Navigators 
· Department of Children, Youth and Family Services
· Washington State Kinship Care Oversight Committee


	Oversight 

	External:
· AAAs are responsible for monitoring their community subcontracted agencies.

Internal:
· ALTSA State Unit on Aging Kinship Program Manager 

· ALTSA AAA Specialists 
· ALTSA Management Services Division 


Examples of how KCSP helps kinship care families:
Brenda has custody of five of her nieces and nephews.  Their mother left the children with her sister to go to a drug rehabilitation program, but then left the program and never returned. Brenda was in tears the first time she came into her local family service agency to meet with their staff to access the Kinship Caregivers Support Program (KCSP).  As a result of having taken on the responsibility of raising these children, Brenda was drowning in bills and living expenses.  She needed vital supplies, like bedding and clothing for the children, including two who were still in diapers.  Brenda mentioned how this program helped her and relieved so much stress she was having when she first came to the program. 

Susan and her husband were raising their two children and had just moved into a new house.  Then Susan got a startling call that her brother had killed his wife and their nine children had nowhere to go.  Susan was determined that all the children would stay together so they could get through this traumatic experience and avoid additional trauma. This new situation put a burden on the family both emotionally and financially.  The children in the household now ranged from 1 ½ to 19 years of age.  With the KCSP funds, the family was able to buy needed clothing, food, hygiene items and other household items.  Staff signed this family up for a Christmas program where they were “adopted” and received gifts.  The KCSP agency also supported several of the kinship children to participate in soccer, basketball and wrestling.  The staff continues to work closely with this family during a most challenging time.




