RCS Management Bulletin: INFLUENZA AND PNEUMONIA REMINDER
September 25, 2015
Page 2


[image: image1.png]




R20-020 – INFORMATION 
September 25, 2020
	TO: 
	RCS Regional Administrators

RCS Field Managers

RCS Management Team

	FROM:
	Candace Goehring, Director

Residential Care Services

	SUBJECT: 
	INFLUENZA AND PNEUMONIA REMINDER

	Purpose:
	To notify staff of the provider letter recommending actions for clients, residents, and staff related to flu and pneumonia

	Background:
	Flu and COVID-19 are both highly contagious and expected to circulate in Washington this fall. Staff, visitors, and newly admitted residents can easily bring these illnesses into facilities and homes. Residents and clients can develop severe illness from flu and COVID-19 including complications like pneumonia. Some of these illnesses can be fatal.

	What’s new, changed, or

Clarified:
	It is more important than ever to protect residents, clients, and staff from flu and pneumonia during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The flu vaccine is the best protection against the flu. Since it is possible to have flu or other respiratory illnesses AND COVID-19 at the same time, the flu vaccine will lower the risk for flu, help protect essential health care workers, and help save limited health care resources for those who need it most. Learn more about the similarities and differences between flu and COVID-19. 

The following summarizes the information provided to facilities and homes: 

1. Encourage ALL residents, clients, and staff to get the flu vaccine by the end of October, AND encourage residents, clients, and staff to get the pneumococcal vaccine as needed. Pneumococcal and flu vaccines can be given at the same time, or staff who have not been vaccinated before the end of October should get vaccinated as soon as possible. Review the interim guidance for immunization services to help plan for the safe administration of vaccines during the COVID-19 pandemic. For more information on immunizations for seniors, visit www.doh.wa.gov/Immunization/Seniors. 
2. Waash hands and use alcohol-based hand sanitizer frequently.
3. Wear a face mask.
4. Call the local health jurisdiction whenever a resident or client tests positive for flu. Also call if there is a sudden increase in acute respiratory illness (two or more ill residents or clients within 72 hours).
5. Report a suspected outbreak of flu or any other communicable disease to the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) online or by calling the hotline at 1-800-562-6078. 

6. Review the facility’s or home’s ability to implement infection prevention standards, and meet the health care needs of residents and clients with suspected or confirmed flu or COVID-19. 
Providers are also encouraged to continue to adhere to the Standards for Adult Immunization, www.doh.wa.gov/Immunization/Adult/StandardsforAdultImmunizationPractice. If the facility or home provides immunizations, they must administer and document all vaccines given. If the facility or home does not provide immunizations, they are encouraged to refer residents and clients to a vaccination provider and document that vaccines were given.

	ACTION:
	Staff will:

· Read the attached provider letter.
· Review the linked information below and be prepared to answer provider questions related to influenza and pneumonia.

	Related 
REFERENCES:
	· For infection control guidance, visit www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/5100/fluoutbrk-LTCF.pdf. 
· Visit recommendations for long-term care facilities during COVID-19 for COVID-19 response guidance.
· Department of Health: www.knockoutflu.org 
· DSHS: See Flu Information/Adult Immunization Resources at www.dshs.wa.gov/altsa/residential-care-services/residential-care-services  

· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov/flu and www.cdc.gov/Features/Pneumonia  
· Advisory Committee for Immunization Practices (ACIP) Vaccine Recommendations: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs 



	ATTACHMENTS: 
	1. Dear Provider/Superintendent/Administrator

	CONTACTS:
	RCSPolicy@dshs.wa.gov 
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